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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Greg Doss

	Proposed No.:
	2016-0245
	Date:
	June 8, 2016




SUBJECT

An ordinance that authorizes the Executive to enter into a renegotiated lease agreement for the property that supports the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) Skyway storefront located at 2629 Renton Avenue South. 

SUMMARY

The KCSO Skyway storefront is one of eight storefront locations that are generally open to the public and may be staffed with a designated storefront Deputy or a Community Service Officer.  The storefronts also support the ancillary needs of the Patrol Deputies that are assigned to the same geographic area.   

The KCSO has been serving residents of the Skyway neighborhood at this established location since 1995.  The County rents parking and 1,216 square feet of office space from Penn Center Skyway LLC.  The County has negotiated several lease renewals with Penn Center Skyway and the Facilities Management Division (FMD) began negotiating this lease renewal in 2013.  Over the ensuing 60 months, the County continued to pay its current rate of $1,600 per month.

The proposed rate of $1,752 per month reflects a $50 per month annual increase that would have occurred if the lease had been renewed on time.  The owner is not requesting back rent at this rate, but they have requested that the current lease rate be retroactive to January 1, 2016.

The FMD indicates that the proposed lease rate of $1,752 is fair market value for this location.  The lease has been reviewed by legislative counsel and no concerns were identified.

BACKGROUND 

The KCSO provides law enforcement services for unincorporated King County as well as for over 40 other governmental agencies, including full service police services to 12 contract cities. In addition to providing patrol services, KCSO provides numerous specialty law enforcement services including an air support unit, marine unit, SWAT, major crime investigations, bomb disposal, major accident response and reconstruction and arson investigations. KCSO also performs other functions such as emergency 9-1-1 call receiving and dispatching, service of court orders related to civil court filings, issuing concealed weapons permits, and sex offender registration. 

As part of its Patrol deployment, the KCSO maintains eight storefront locations that typically have assigned up to one storefront Deputy. The Sheriff’s Office has indicated that maintaining a storefront neighborhood-based presence encourages safe communities and provides faster response times to service calls in King County’s unincorporated neighborhoods.  It also indicates that the storefront Deputy can back up the work of police on patrol and contribute to the overall safety of the community by working with block watches and community groups to address public nuisances and hotspots.

Following are the storefronts currently maintained by KCSO:

	Location
	Funding
	Staffing

	
	
	

	Vashon Substation
	GF
	None Assigned

	West Hill Storefront (Skyway)
	GF
	1 Deputy, 1 CSO (shared with White Ctr.)

	White Center Storefront
	GF
	1 Deputy, 1 CSO (shared with Skyway)

	Fairwood Storefront
	GF
	None Assigned

	Lake Dolloff Substation
	GF
	None Assigned

	Greenbridge Storefront
	Contract
	1 Deputy

	Carnation PD Storefront
	Contract
	1 Deputy

	Mukleshoot Tribal PD Storefront
	Contract
	1 Deputy



At the storefront sites, citizens can drop in and ask for advice, file police reports, complaints or anything else they might do at a normal police station, as long as a Deputy is present.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Equity and Social Justice Impact:  The Executive has indicated that the Skyway storefront will enable KCSO to continue to provide service to a diverse population of unincorporated King County that has limited infrastructure and low-income demographics.  The Executive also indicated that this location is in close proximity to several transit stops and is shared by community partners, Skyway Solutions and Skyway Events.  Skyway Solutions is a problem solving group that works on issues such as gangs, violence and drugs and building relationships with law enforcement in the community.  Skyway Events works with the community for organizing constructive and safe activities in the neighborhood.  

The Executive has indicated that continuing a KCSO storefront at this location provides the fifteen thousand County residents in the Bryn Mawr, Lakeridge, Campbell Hill, Earlington and Skyway neighborhoods a nearby KCSO location that is a long standing and integral part of this community.    




ANALYSIS

The landlord initiated a request to renew the lease on this property in November 2013.  The lease took over 60 months to negotiate because the company management had changed hands and FMD staff worked with the new manager to bring an older lease up-to-date and into the same format as a previously approved County lease template.

While the Executive has continued to pay rent on the property, the landlord has not received a rental increase during each of the last two years.  The previous lease rate was $1,600 per month and the prior lease allowed for $50 per month annual increases.  If the lease had been renewed on time, the rate would have increased to $1,750 for each month in 2016.  

The Landlord is not requesting any back rent or holdover rent for 2014-2015 but has requested that the rental rate be retroactive and effective on January 1, 2016 which will be a difference of $152 per month paid to Landlord for the time period of January 1, 2016 through the lease term (60 months).  

The Facilities Management Division indicates that the proposed lease rate of $1,752 is fair market value for this location.  The lease has been reviewed by legislative counsel, who have identified no concerns with the renewal.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0245, including attachment
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Property Summary

INVITED

1. Deputy Chris Barringer, King County Sheriff’s Office
2. Tony Wright, Facilities Management Director
3. Hien Dung, Interim Real Estate Serv. Manager
4. Stephanie Goffin, Real Property Agent.
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