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SUBJECT

The proposed motions confirm the Executive appointments of people to the WaterWorks Grant Review Committee as called for in Ordinance 18031 (PO 2015-0146.2) which established the WaterWorks Grants Program project criteria, eligibility, project selection process and administration for water quality improvement projects in accordance with the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 18031 established the criteria for awarding funds for water quality improvement projects, including activities and programs, as may be proposed by entities applying for WaterWorks grants.  The legislation also outlined the process for administration of the grant program by the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) utilizing a grant ranking committee to develop recommendations for selection of grant recipients.  After the grant making committee makes its recommendations to the Executive; the Council will review and approve the grant funding by taking action on an Executive recommended ordinance. 
    
Ordinance 18031 and the composition of the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee (WGRC) was based upon the Metropolitan Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee’s (MWPAAC) recommendations.  

The adopted Ordinance 18031 complied with the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17941, Section 110 Proviso P2 that called for establishment of the grant award criteria and process for the WaterWorks grant program.    Ordinance 18031 called for appointment of nine people to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee (WGRC) including a water quality specialist, three representatives of MWPAAC, three resident representatives and two representatives of the Regional Water Quality Committee.

The attached proposed motions appoint eight (8) people to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee.


BACKGROUND

The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) adopted in 1998 contained financial policy FP-8 which specifies the allowable use of up to one and one-half percent of the of annual Wastewater Treatment Division’s operating budget for the purposed of “water quality improvement activities, programs and projects”.  

Appropriation and allocation of funds for water quality improvement activities, programs, and projects was suspended while a lawsuit regarding the alleged illegal use of wastewater system funds for the purposes specified in policy FP-8 (and other topics) was pending.  In 2013, the Supreme Court of Washington State upheld a lower court ruling that use of the wastewater system operating funds was allowable for the purposes described in policy FP-8.  The appeal process for the lawsuit was exhausted in early 2014. 

Subsequently, WTD staff began working with MWPAAC in the second quarter of 2014 to gather input and suggestions regarding “criteria and limitations” for funding of water quality improvement activities, programs and projects. MWPAAC appointed a subcommittee entitled the “Our Waters Working Group”, chaired by Pam Carter, Commissioner for the Valley View Sewer District.  

The working group proposed criteria and limitations to MWPAAC’s general assembly in summer 2014.  Then MWPAAC has made its recommendations to the Executive via a memorandum (Attachment 2) to Pam Elardo, WTD’s Division Director.  The memorandum was also presented to the Regional Water Quality Committee on October 1, 2014 (Briefing 2014-B0176) when it was briefed by a MWPAAC member of the work group and Executive staff regarding MWPAAC’s recommendations.   The briefing came during the middle of the Council’s deliberations regarding the Executive’s proposed 2015-16 budget.

The Executive proposed an appropriation of $4,096,930 over the biennium for the WaterWorks program.  He noted in his budget documents that his intent was to reinstate the water quality program focused on “engaging residents, businesses, community organizations and customers in actively working to improve water quality in the WTD service area through funding provided and administered by WTD”. The amount proposed to be appropriated was the maximum allowable: one and one-half percent of the proposed WTD operating budget for 2015-16. 

The Council determined that there was insufficient time during the fall 2014 budget deliberations to develop and specify the funding criteria, restrictions and procedures.  Therefore the Council appropriated the funds but also adopted a budget proviso restricting the expenditure of the funds until criteria for the awarding of WaterWorks grants were adopted by ordinance by the Council.    

Based on the input from MWPAAC and further discussion with members of the RWQC, staff prepared draft legislation for discussion at the March RWQC meeting.  The legislation was revised based on subsequent legal and technical review and introduced by Regional Water Quality Committee Chair Upthegrove. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0146 was referred to the Regional Water Quality Committee, and as amended (to change the composition of the WGRC) was given a unanimous ‘do pass’ recommendation at its April meeting.  It was subsequently also given a ‘do pass’ recommendation by the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee and approved by the Council.

The legislation as approved specified a grant ranking committee and assigned the following responsibilities:

1. A Grant Ranking Committee (“Committee”) will review, rank and recommend projects for funding. 
a. The Committee will be staffed by WTD. 
b. The Committee will be made up of nine people appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by Council as follows: 
· Three (3) King County resident representatives from within the King County wastewater service area 
· One (1) water quality technical specialist 
· Three (3) representatives from the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC); one each representing Seattle, participant cities other than Seattle, and participant sewer districts; and
· Two (2) King County Council representatives.

ANALYSIS

The following motions (in numerical order) each confirm the Executive’s appointment of a person to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee.  Attached is a matrix showing each appointment and their ‘role’, proposed term and indicates in which district the person resides.

Below is a brief narrative summary of each of the appointee’s position and/or qualifications for serving on the WGRC. The motions to appoint these candidates/appointees appear to meet the criteria specified in Ordinance 18031 for members of the WGRC.  

2015-0366 – Beth Peterson (District 2) is being appointed as a water quality technical specialist.  She is employed as a Water Resource Management Lead for HDR Engineering and has worked there since 2003.  She has a Master’s in Science from University of California, Berkeley and holds a ‘professional engineer’s’ license from the State of Washington.  She reports she has a strong background in both planning and designing projects that improve water quality in surface waters, ecosystems and improve habitat. She works closely with stakeholders and regulators to balance the drivers of water quality improvements with other community needs.  She also has experience supporting public outreach and education as a part of planning and design.
2015-0367 – A. William Way (District 3) is being appointed as a resident representative.  He is a resident of Sammamish but owns a business in Kirkland.  He is by training a ‘professional wetland scientist’ licensed by the state of Washington.  His business is The Watershed Company which has been a leader in science-based inter-disciplinary design for natural resource mitigation and recovery for three decades. The firm offers comprehensive services in critical areas assessment, restoration and mitigation design, permitting, landscape architecture and water resources.  He is currently ending a volunteer term on the Sammi Board in Sammish (2014-15) and has been a member since 2000 (and is currently serving as the Vice-president) of  the Greater Seattle Izaak Walton League of America (IWLA), which works to advance conservation, engage people in outdoor recreation, and safeguard natural resources for the future in communities across the country.
2015-0368 – Kineta Bryant (District 4) is being appointed as a resident representative.  She is a former Director of Education at the Seattle Audubon and currently the Program Manager for Community Programs at the Bellevue College Continuing Education.  Prior to the positions she held positions at Woodland Park Zoo and the Seattle Aquarium where she provided educational instruction.  She currently does volunteer work with Teens in Public Service and is an Education Advisory Committee member of BirdNote of Seattle.
2015-0369 – Dave Christensen (District 7) is being appointed as a representative of cities who are members of MWPAAC. He is employed as the city of Renton’s Utility Engineering Manager for Wastewater.  He serves as a boardmember on MWPAAC representing the city of Renton (and the immediate past chair of MWPAAC and member of the Executive Committee, and current member of the Engineering and Planning Subcommittee).  He has 22 years of experience in engineering in the public sector where he has managed, applied for or developed grants.  These include Department of Ecology Grants, Public Works Trust Fund Loans, federal grants and Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHSMA) grants.   Mr. Christensen also serves as a local government representative to Washington State’s DigLaw Safety Committee and is a boardmember and the Chair of “WA 811” 
2015-0370 – Pam Carter (District 8) is being appointed as representative of sewer districts who are members of MWPAAC.  She has been a commissioner for the Valley View Sers District since 2010 and served as the President 2011-13. In her capacity as an elected official and as private volunteer she has served on numerous commissions and boards. She has been a boardmember of the state’s Public Works board since 2013 and a boardmember of the Municipal Research & Services Center since 2008.   She also served as a Councilmember for the city of Tukwila 1995 – 2007.  During that time she was boardmember of the Association of Washington Cities 2001-07 and served as the President 2005-06. She worked 2009 – 14 as a Public Outreach & Engagement Liaison with the Department of Neighborhoods for the City of Seattle specifically working with seniors and people living with disabilities.  She also worked as a substitute teacher for the Tukwila School District 1986 – 2014.
2015-0371 – Marie Coe (District 4) is being appointed as a representative of MWPAAC in the City of Seattle position.  She is employed as a Seattle Public Utilities Senior Economist who oversee the financial health of the Drainage and Wastewater Fund and advises management on rate-related issues and policies.   She is a member of and the Vice-chair of the Rates & Finance Sub-Committee at MWPAAC.  She has an extensive background in public finance having also served as a senior economist for Colorado Office of State Planning and Budgeting, and as a consultant to the Public Financial Management Group of Seattle providing financial advisory services to utility districts, higher education and healthcare authorities.  She resides in north Seattle.
2015-0466 Kathleen Schuler (District 1) is being appointed as a resident representative.  She has served on the Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance Board of Directors 2011 – 15 which works to coordinate the active community of residents and regional partners to preserve, protect and restore Finn Hill’s natural environment. She has helped this nonprofit to produce press releases, promotional materials, videos and manage their website.  From 2013 – 15 she served as an appointed Green Kirkland Partnership Steward leader for Juanita Heights Park.  The group is responsible for all park restoration, data collection, training of volunteers and event planning.  2011-12 she served in an appointed position to the City of Kirkland’s Park Funding Exploratory Committee. In her professional life she has served as a Communications Executive for InDepth Technology from 1996 – 2015 where she is a media specialist for this communications firm compiling and editing content for webs sites.
2015-0467 Katherine Buck (District 4) is being appointed as a representative of the King County Council and was nominated as a personal staff member to a Councilmember currently serving on the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC).   She is policy analyst and aide to Councilmember Dave Upthegrove (District 5) who is currently the Chair of RWQC.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree from the Evergreen State College with a major in public policy.    She is currently the liaison between the RWQC Chair and the RWQC intergovernmental staff group and has also been appointed to serve as representative of the RWQC on the Wastewater “Cost Estimating Technical Work Group” that is reviewing and making recommendations regarding development of long range capital project cost estimates. 

ATTACHMENTS:   

1. WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee Summary
2. Proposed Motion 2015-0366
3. Proposed Motion 2015-0367
4. Proposed Motion 2015-0368 
5. Proposed Motion 2015-0369 
6. Proposed Motion 2015-0370  
7. Proposed Motion 2015-0371
8. Proposed Motion 2015-0466
9. Proposed Motion 2015-0467


INVITED

· Sharman Herrin, Governmental Relations Director, Wastewater Treatment Division
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