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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



REVISED STAFF REPORT

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0196 was amended in the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee on June 10, 2015.  In the Proposed Substitute Ordinance, section 1, which creates the PSERN Levy Fund, was amended to make a minor technical change and to bring the description of the fund's purpose into alignment with the descriptions used for other special revenue funds.  The Proposed Substitute Ordinance was passed out of Committee with a do pass recommendation.
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SUBJECT

The proposed ordinance would create two new funds related to the Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network (PSERN) levy—a fund into which all of the revenues collected under the PSERN levy would be deposited and a capital fund.

SUMMARY

On April 28, 2015, King County voters approved a nine-year, $273 million property tax levy to fund PSERN, the replacement of the King County emergency radio communications system.

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0196 would create two new funds related to the PSERN levy: the Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network Levy Fund (Levy Fund), into which all PSERN levy collections would be deposited, and the Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network Capital Fund, into which funds from the Levy Fund can be transferred, as well as funding from other sources, such as bond proceeds.

The creation of the Levy Fund is required under section 4 of Ordinance 17993, the ordinance which placed the PSERN levy on the ballot. Creation of a capital fund is consistent with the manner in which King County handles all large projects. 

BACKGROUND 

PSERN will replace and upgrade King County's nearly 20-year old emergency radio communications system, which is used to dispatch responders to incidents and allow responders to communicate with each other at those incidents.  Countywide, the current system consists of 26 transmitter sites and multiple interconnecting microwave and fiber systems, and it supports over 100 agencies and approximately 16,000 radio users, each with a portable radio handset and/or installed mobile radio in a vehicle.  The current system is owned in equal shares by King County, the City of Seattle, Valley Communications Center (ValleyCom), and the East Side Public Safety Communications Agency (ESPCA). 

Once completed, PSERN will replace the current countywide emergency radio network.  PSERN will improve and upgrade the countywide emergency radio network by providing increased system reliability, increasing coverage capacity from 94 percent coverage to 97 percent coverage, providing better security on the network, and nearly doubling the number of radio transmitter sites.

Funding for PSERN was approved by the King County voters on April 28, 2015, via a nine-year, $273 million property tax levy.

ANALYSIS

Section 4 of Ordinance 17993, which placed PSERN on the April 2015 ballot, requires the creation of a special revenue fund into which PSERN levy proceeds will be deposited.

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0196 creates that special revenue fund—the Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network Levy Fund (Levy Fund).  

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0196 creates an additional fund—the Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network Capital Fund (Capital Fund)—to account for the capital costs related to PSERN.  The Capital Fund may receive transfers from the Levy Fund, as well as deposits from other funding sources, such as bond proceeds and interfund loans.      

PSERN levy collections will begin in 2016.  

AMENDMENT

A line amendment has been prepared that makes technical changes to section 1 of the proposed ordinance, the section that creates the Levy Fund.  Specifically, the line amendment clarifies that section 1 creates only one fund by striking "are" and inserting "is".  The line amendment also makes changes to subsection D to clarify that all levy proceeds shall be deposited in the Levy Fund.   
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