
September 26,2014

Ms. Anne Noris
Clerk of the King County Council
King County Courthouse
516 Third Avenue, Room 1039
Seattle, WA 98104-3272

RE: Property at 915 Howell Street

Ladies/Gentlemen:
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800 Convention Place

Seattle, WA 98101-2350
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www,wscc.com
T 206-694-s000
t 206-694-s399

King County Prosecuting Attorney's Office
Civil Division
Attn: Kevin Wright
516 Third Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

lWashington State
lConvention Center
I public facilities district

As you know, the Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District,

a King County public facilities district formed pursuant to RCW 36.100.010 ("WSCC"), is
proceeding with the acquisition of property necessary for the expansion of the

bonvention Center ("Project"). Late last year, WSCC acquired the adjacent Honda
properties for the Project (see attached map marked Exhibit A). Adjacent to the Honda
properties is a small (approximately 4,000 sq. ft.) privately-owned parcel located at 915

ifowell Street which is owned by the Kollias Family L.L.C. and shown on Exhibit A (the
"Kollias Parcel"). Based on market studies, user/client requirements and WSCC's
experience, the exhibit hall must have over 300,000 sq. ft. of unencumbered exhibit
space, creating the largest floor plates possible, which requires that the exhibit hall must
extend underneath Olive Street and the Kollias Parcel (see attached plan marked

Exhibit B). Given excavation and construction considerations, it would not be feasible to
leave in place the surface improvements on the Kollias Parcel.

WSCC has formally offered to purchase the Kollias Parcel (see attached letter

marked Exhibit C) and has engaged in good faith negotiations with the owners of the
Kollias Parcel and their representatives for approximately one year. WSCC has offered

a purchase price in excess of WSCC's appraised value, but has not reached agreement
on a purchase price with the Kollias Parcelowners and in fact remain far apart.

WSCC will continue to negotiate with the Kollias Parcel owners. However, to
assure the Kollias Property can be timely acquired to meet Project objectives, WSCC
requests, pursuant to the authority granted in RCW 36.100.240, that the King County
Council adopt an ordinance authorizing King County to commence and prosecute an
eminent domain action to acquire the Kollias Parcel and all interests therein on WSCC's
behalf. Attached is a formal resolution by its Board requesting King County to do so
(see attached Resolution marked as Exhibit D). Following adoption of the ordinance, if
it becomes necessary to prosecute the eminent domain action, WSCC and the
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Page 2

Prosecuting Attorney's office will mutually agree upon counsel to represent King County
in the action. Because the eminent domain action is at the request of and for the benefit
of WSCC, all costs and expenses incurred by King County in prosecuting the eminent
domain proceeding will be reimbursed by WSCC as well as any amounts necessary to
acquire the Kollias Parcel by eminent domain or othenrise. All case management
decisions will be decided in accordance with applicable law by WSCC and/or Pine
Street as its representative and coordinated with King County's counsel.

We appreciate your cooperation as WSCC continues to proceed toward Project
implementation. Please let us know of any comments or questions. Thank you.

WASH I NGTON STATE CONVENTION
CENTER PUBLIC FACILITIES DISTRICT

W
A. Blosser

Pine Street Group L.L.C.

By:

Its: President & Chief Executive Officer
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EXHIBIT A

Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District
Map showing Acquisition of Honda Properties

and
Kollias FamilY L.L.C. Parcel

EXHIBIT A
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EXH!BIT B

Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District

Plan
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EXHIBIT C

Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District

Offer to Purchase the Kollias Parcel
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EXHIBIT D

Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District

Resolution 2O14-g

Scotember 23. 2014

-t-

EXHIBIT D.1

RESOLUTION NO.2OI4.9
OTTHE

WASIII NGTON STATE CONVENTION CENTER
PUELIC FACILITIES DISTRICT

A RESOLU"flON rc4uesting King Coulq- !o
eommcncc condemnation procoodingB on bchalf of
thc Waslrlngton Slate Convcntion C.cntcr to acquirc
rcal pmperty neoessary for is Exparuion Pmjecl.

RECTTALS

WHEREAS, thc Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District CDistrict') is
proceeding with thc acqulsition of property neossssD/ for thc Exparuion Project ("Pmjcct") of
tho Convontion Center pursuant to RCW 36. I 00.070;

WIIER.EASI, the District has identifiod certnin rcal propcrty ss nccc$ary for thg l-jryr
However, despire good fuith cforts, tbe District has been unsucessful in negotiatlng the

purchase of one of tho parcets of real property ddermined by thc Distriet to be necessary for the

itoiu.t Thar propcrty-is located at 915 howstl Strcet (the'Pmperty"). Tho entir PmP€rly is

n ."*rry for tle iroject's nrrface and subterrancan design and operalions. fhe lcgd doscription

ofthe pmporty is gxlibit "A", which is attachod hercto ond incorporalcd into this Resolution by
this rcferenoe;

WHEREAS, bccausc the lrroperty is ncccssary to carry out thc purposcs of the Distrisq pursunnt

to RCW 36J00.240 Kine C6unty has the auihority to exercise its power of emincnt domain to
acquire the Pmperty on behslf of the District;

NOW, 
THEREFORE, BB fI RESOLVED, thst thc Board of Directors of the Distict docs

hcreby rcqucst King County to exercise its powcr of cmincnt domain to acquirc th9 fropqrtf
acscribed io gxhiUii "A" wilh the understanding that all costs and expenscs incurrsd by King
County in prosecuting thc emincnt domain proceeding will be rcimbursed by \I/SCC as rrell as

any amourts rwssary to scquirc the Pmperty by eminort dornain or othetrvise.

General Auiborlly

RESOLVED FLTRTHER, that the Presidcnt ond Chief Executivo OIIicer and all other ofliccrs of
the Distric! or sny of thcm, are hcreby authorizrd, for and on bohalf of the Districl, to take lll

WS@Res.2014-9
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such stcps and to do oll such acls ond things ns thcy, or ony onc or- rnorc of lhettt, sh*ll deenr

n..**uary or udvisoblc lo cflrry oul tlrc foregoing rcsolution, irrcludlng without limitalion, the

cxecutioir and delivery of any and all agrclcnrcnts, instrumcnts, certificates, or othcr documcnts

required irr conneclion thercwi$, and thc tnking of any and nll such actions nntl thc execution

and drlir"ry of any antl all documents in connection rvith tho forcgoing shall conclusively

establish thcir authority thercforc from tlre Dislriet and thc ratificotion, confirmntion, and

approval thercofby the Board.

PASSED by n voto ,f Q ro O this 23'd duy of Scptcnrber, 2014.

WASI{INGI'ON STATE CONVEN'I'ION CEN:I'ER
PUB I,IC FACII,ITIF*S DISTRTCT

t il ':'')
or. .. 4r*,/ /' --) -u-'*--_

-2-WSCC Res.2014-9
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