
REGULATORY NOTE


CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA

Proposed No.:  _____________
Prepared By:  RALS__________ ________






Date: May 13, 2014___________________

  Yes     No     N/A
 [ X]  [  ]  [  ]

NEED:  Does the proposed regulation respond to a specific, identifiable need?  



The proposed legislation responds to a broad range of regulatory interests related to taxi and for-hire drivers, and vehicles, and more specifically incorporates a category of for-hire drivers and vehicles (transportation network companies) that have emerged within the industry/marketplace.  
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

If so, is county government the most appropriate organization to address this need?




Taxi and for-hire transportation regulations are a local government responsibility.  King County provides this service for unincorporated King County, by contract for 16 local municipalities, and in partnership with the City of Seattle and the Port of Seattle.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

ECONOMY & JOB GROWTH:  Has the economic impact of the proposed regulation been reviewed to ensure it will not have a long-term adverse impact on the economy and job growth in King County?
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

PURPOSE:  Is the purpose of the proposed ordinance clear?
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Are the steps for implementation clear?
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

EVALUATION:  Does the proposed ordinance identify specific measurable outcomes that the proposed regulation should achieve?
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  Yes     No     N/A
 [  ]  [  ]   [X]

Is an evaluation process identified?
 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

INTERESTED PARTIES:  Has adequate collaboration occurred with all those affected by the proposed regulation (including the public, the regulated and the regulators)?
Representatives from the Executive’s Office and Records and Licensing Services Division have met several times with stakeholders from the taxi, for-hire vehicle and transportation network companies to discuss the proposed legislation.  The Taxi Advisory Commission has been briefed on the essential elements of the legislation.  Additionally, the County has been in close contact with the City of Seattle over the last year and a half about the City’s response to regulation of new entrants to the transportation for-hire industry.  With that said, the Executive’s proposed legislation has not specifically been reviewed.  Further input is anticipated as part of the legislative process.
 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

COSTS & BENEFITS:  Will the proposed regulation achieve the goal with the minimum cost and burden?





The proposed legislation aims to promote public health and safety, consumer protection and consistency and equity of regulation across the transportation for-hire industry.  The proposed ordinance adopts fee changes intended to cover the entire cost of the regulatory effort associated with the Taxi and For-hire Licensing program.  As for-hire drivers, transportation network company drivers will be required to pay the same vehicle and driver licensing fees required of for-hire vehicle and taxicab drivers.  The fees for all for-hire operators will see a reduction upon passage of this ordinance.  The proposal adjusts the annual vehicle license fee for all taxicab and for-hire vehicle drivers from the current $450 to $290.  It imposes a $100 annual vehicle license fee for individual transportation network company drivers and an annual vehicle endorsement fee of $190 per vehicle for transportation network companies.  In this way, the proposed ordinance levels the playing field for all transportation for hire providers in that taxicab and for-hire vehicle drivers pay $290 annually per vehicle and transportation network company drivers and companies pay a combined total of $290 annually per vehicle.  Whereas other jurisdictions, including the City of Seattle, have imposed an annual flat fee on transportation network companies, our approach of charging an annual vehicle endorsement fee per vehicle is rationally tied to the volume of vehicles licensed to operate on the companies’ networks.  

 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Has the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation been considered?




The cost of not adopting the proposed legislation is associated with the risk of a significant quantity of for-hire drivers operating without proper credentials, background checks, etc.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Do the benefits of the proposed regulations outweigh the costs?
Regulatory oversight is intended to provide public safety, consumer protection and established expectations and rules of conduct.  The proposed legislation includes both new and modified fees, as well as a fee reduction, taking into consideration an expected increase in the quantity of drivers and vehicles.  
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE:  Does the proposed ordinance inspire voluntary compliance?
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CLARITY:  Is the proposed ordinance written clearly and concisely, without ambiguities?
In drafting the proposed ordinance, the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office worked closely with the Council Code Reviser’s Office to ensure that the language of the ordinance is clear, concise and follows code drafting best practices.  
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

CONSISTENCY:  Is the proposed regulation consistent with existing federal, state and local statutes?
