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SUBJECT 
 
An ordinance authorizing the Executive to execute an interlocal agreement ("ILA") with 
the City of Auburn for the King County Road Services Division ("RSD") to provide road-
related maintenance services on an as-requested basis. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0157 authorizes the Executive to approve an ILA for the 
provision of road services to the city of Auburn.  Section 1.1 lists the service categories, 
which include:  Traffic Maintenance, Road Maintenance, Construction Management and 
Engineering, Environmental services and other road related services.  Examples of the 
types of Traffic and Road Maintenance services are listed in Exhibit 1 to the ILA.  
 
The duration of this ILA is for calendar years 2013 and 2014, with automatic annual 
renewal unless one party requests changes.  This duration is comparable to that of 
other road maintenance ILAs and will avoid the need to update the Auburn agreement 
each year. 
 
SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN  

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0157 was not identified as a specific action in the Strategic 
Climate Action Plan ("SCAP").  By potentially allowing for the more efficient use of 
County workforce and resources, the ILA may have an impact on this objective in the 
Transportation and Land Use Goal Area of the SCAP: 
 

Objective S.1.1: Provide and increase transportation choices. 
 



 

 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In prior years, the City of Auburn has contracted with the County to perform road 
maintenance work, primarily the application of striping and road pavement markings and 
bridge inspections.  Work has been approved through annual agreements. 
 
The proposed ILA would authorize contracting for a broader range of road maintenance 
activities and the ILA would automatically extend into future years. 
 
The ILA requires Auburn to pay actual costs of the services to be provided, including 
direct labor, benefits, equipment rental, materials, and administrative overhead. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
RSD performs road services for 33 King County cities under ILAs authorized by RCW 
39.34, the Interlocal Cooperation Act.  The concept for this relationship is to benefit 
each party.  The contract city can obtain services at a lower cost than if it had to provide 
the service itself.  The County receives compensation, including payment for a portion 
of expenses (such as administrative overhead or capital equipment costs) that would 
otherwise be borne solely by County activities.   
 
This ILA is comparable to other ILAs for the provision of road services to contract cities.  
Some wording is changed from the standard contract language, at the City of Auburn’s 
request.  The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office and the Council’s Legal Counsel have 
reviewed the ILA and hve indicated that with the amendments, it is ready for action. 
 
Approval of this ILA, with the proposed amendment, constitutes a reasonable business 
decision. 
 
AMENDMENTS 
 
There is an amendment to approve a revised ILA that modifies section 14 to provide 
that the attachment to the ILA, but not the ILA itself, can be modified by mutual 
agreement of the parties.  Without the change, the ILA could be modified without 
Council review and approval.  The amendment also replaces the word "complete" with 
the word "commence" in the form used to request services from the County. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0157 with attachment 
2. Executive’s transmittal letter 
3. Fiscal Note 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

1200 King County Courthouse 
516 Third Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98104 

   
 Ordinance   
   

 
Proposed No. 2013-0157.1 Sponsors Phillips 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the King County executive 1 

to execute an interlocal agreement with the city of Auburn 2 

to provide road-related services on an as-requested basis. 3 

STATEMENT OF FACTS: 4 

1.  The city of Auburn has the legal responsibility to repair and maintain 5 

the public roads and traffic devices within its service area. 6 

2.  The city of Auburn requests that the King County road services 7 

division provide road-related services on an as-requested basis. 8 

3.  King County road services division is willing and able to perform such 9 

services for the city of Auburn.  10 

4.  The parties can achieve cost savings and benefits that are in the public's 11 

interest by having the King County road services division provide such 12 

services that the city of Auburn requests, at the city of Auburn's expense. 13 

5.  Chapter 39.34 RCW authorizes King County and the city of Auburn to 14 

enter into an interlocal cooperation agreement such as Attachment A to 15 

this ordinance. 16 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 17 
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Ordinance  

 
 

 

 SECTION 1.  The authorization of the King County executive to execute an 18 

interlocal agreement with the city of Auburn, substantially in the form of Attachment A 19 

to this ordinance, is hereby approved. 20 

 21 

 

 
 
  

 

 
KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

  

 ________________________________________ 

 Larry Gossett, Chair 
ATTEST:  

________________________________________  

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council  
  

APPROVED this _____ day of _______________, ______. 
  

 ________________________________________ 

 Dow Constantine, County Executive 

  

Attachments: A. Interlocal Agreement Between King County and the City of Auburn 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 20, 2013 
 
 
The Honorable Larry Gossett 
Chair, King County Council 
Room 1200 
C O U R T H O U S E 
 
Dear Councilmember Gossett: 
 
This letter transmits an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into an 
interlocal agreement with the City of Auburn. This agreement allows the City of Auburn to 
request road-related services from the King County Department of Transportation’s Road 
Services Division (RSD), as authorized by the Interlocal Cooperation Act (Revised Code of 
Washington 39.34). The agreement specifies the process for making such requests and 
outlines the roles and responsibilities of each jurisdiction. 
 
The Interlocal Cooperation Act became state law in 1967 to “permit local governmental units 
to make the most efficient use of their powers by enabling them to cooperate with other 
localities on a basis of mutual advantage and thereby to provide services and facilities in a 
manner and pursuant to forms of governmental organization that will accord best with 
geographic, economic, population, and other factors influencing the needs and development 
of local communities.” Under this authority, the RSD maintains agreements with cities to 
provide road-related services on a contract basis. RSD has similar agreements with 28 other 
cities. King County’s partnerships with other jurisdictions promote regional relationships that 
benefit the citizens and taxpayers of King County and carry out several key elements of the 
King County Strategic Plan. Key among these is a Financial Stewardship strategy that states, 
“Work with cities to identify opportunities to provide services more efficiently, such as 
contracting.” 
 
Working together, both RSD and city public works departments are able to serve the public 
more efficiently and cost effectively. The County directly benefits from city contract work, 
which generates revenues to support both crews and administrative staff. King County’s 
partnerships benefit those in King County by: 
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The Honorable Larry Gossett 
March 20, 2013 
Page 2 
 
 

• Supporting RSD’s specialized and technical expertise and allowing flexibility 
in staffing levels. 

• Supporting King County’s road-related emergency services response by 
making it possible for more crews to be on-hand during emergencies. 

• Realizing economies of scale by spreading the capital cost of equipment and 
sharing of other resources among customer cities. 

 
RSD’s partnerships with cities developed in response to a wave of city incorporations during 
the 1990s. The intention at the time was for King County to assist newly-incorporated cities 
by continuing to provide road services during a period of transition. As cities created their 
own public works departments, RSD developed a service delivery model that includes long-
incorporated cities that benefit by obtaining technical expertise and economies of scale that 
RSD offers. RSD is pleased to have the opportunity to provide supplemental services to the 
City of Auburn. The division strongly supports the collaborative concept expressed in the 
Interlocal Cooperation Act. The City of Auburn’s approval of the attached interlocal 
agreement illustrates the cooperation and collaboration between our jurisdictions in the 
delivery of road-related services. The King County Council’s approval of the attached 
ordinance will allow the County to provide road maintenance services to the City of Auburn 
and further support RSD’s regional role. I recommend the King County Council approve this 
ordinance. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this ordinance, please contact Rey Sugui, Project 
Program Manager III, at 206-296-0266. 
 
Sincerely,    
 
 
 
Dow Constantine 
King County Executive 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: King County Councilmembers 
  ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff 
     Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council 
 Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County 
      Executive Office 

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget 
Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Brenda Bauer, Director, Road Services Division (RSD), DOT 
Rey Sugui, Project/Program Manager III, RSD, DOT 
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                                                                                                                                                                     ATTACHMENT 3

FISCAL NOTE

Ordinance/Motion No.   00-

Title:   Interlocal Agreement with the City of Auburn for the Provision of Road Services

Affected Agency and/or Agencies:   Road Services Division and the City of Auburn

Note Prepared By:  Rey Sugui, Project /Program Manager III, Road Services Division
Note Reviewed By:   

 Impact of the above legislation on the fiscal affairs of King County is estimated to be:
Revenue to:

Fund/Agency Fund Revenue Current Year 1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year

Code Source

Road Fund/Roads Operating 1030 135,000.00$     135,000.00$  135,000.00$   135,000.00$    

TOTAL 135,000.00$     135,000.00$  135,000.00$   135,000.00$    

Expenditures from:

Fund/Agency Fund Department Current Year 1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year

Code

Road Fund/Roads Operating 1030 135,000.00$     135,000.00$  135,000.00$   135,000.00$    

TOTAL 135,000.00$     135,000.00$  135,000.00$   135,000.00$    

Expenditures by Categories

Current Year 1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year

Labor 49,000.00$       49,000.00$     49,000.00$     49,000.00$      

Materials 76,000.00$       76,000.00$     76,000.00$     76,000.00$      

Equipment 10,000.00$       10,000.00$     10,000.00$     10,000.00$      

TOTAL 135,000.00$     135,000.00$  135,000.00$   135,000.00$    

Assumptions:
- The City will request work as needed through the Division's work request process outlined in the ILA.
- The City has indicated that it will request striping and pavement marking work in 2013 as it has in past years.

- The City will pay actual costs, including administrative overhead, for all work performed by RSD.
- All work is reimbursable.
-This fiscal note is illustrative of costs and does not require supplemental budget authority.

-The City may request additional services on a reimbursable basis and RSD will accomodate  these requests depending on 
availability.
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