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INTRODUCTION  
 
In accordance with Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 246-290-100 and the 
Washington State Department of Health (DOH), water system plans are required to be 
updated and submitted to DOH every 10 years, or more frequently if necessary, to reflect 
the current conditions of the water system. This Water System Plan (Plan) has been 
�S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���(�Q�X�P�F�O�D�Z�¶�V������������Comprehensive Water System Plan 
(2013 Plan).  Copies of the DOH Project Approval Application and Submittal Forms are 
included in Appendix A. 
 
WATER SYSTEM OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMEN T 
 
The City of Enumclaw (City) owns and operates a municipal water system that serves the 
City and the surrounding areas within unincorporated King County. Table 1-1 provides 
t�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���Z�D�W�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�Rn.  
 

TABLE  1-1 
 

Water System Ownership Information 
 

Information Type  Description 
System Type  Group A �± Community �± Public Water System 
Owner Name  Enumclaw Water Department  
County  King 
DOH System ID Number  236001 
Address 2041 Railroad Street, Enumclaw, WA 98022 
Contact  Kyte Ramberg 
Contact Phone Number  (360) 825-5541 

 
�$���F�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���:�D�W�H�U���)�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���,�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\�����:�)�,�����)�R�U�P���L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G��in Appendix B. 
Figure 1-1 provides a regional vicinity map showing the location of the system. 
 
PROJECTS COMPLETED SINCE THE 2013 WATER SYSTEM 
PLAN 
 
The City of Enumclaw completed several Capital Improvement Program (CIP) projects 
identified in the 2013 Plan. Projects were evaluated according to the necessity for 
maintaining the system, correcting deficiencies, improving capacity, addressing safety 
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concerns, and the financial feasibility. Table 1-2 identifies the CIP projects that have 
�E�H�H�Q���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V�������������3�O�D�Q�� 
 

TABLE  1-2 
 

CIP Projects Completed Since 2013 Plan 
 

Project Description 
2013 Project 

Number 
Date 

Completed 
2 MG Reservoir Replacement (3 MG Reservoir) F4 2017 
Golf Course Well with 983 Zone Booster Pump Station F1, PZ1 2017 
Fairway Hills Upper Booster Pump Station Replacement F5, PZ4 2017 
Automatic Meter Reading System M1 2018-2021 
New Horizons Booster Pump Station Roof Replacement M3 2020 
Corrosion Control Facility Caustic Soda Piping Replacement M3 2020 
Stanridge Hill Booster Pump Station PZ3 2021 
Zone 983 North Expansion PZ2 2020 
Telemetry Upgrades M3 2013-2019 
Minor and Miscellaneous Improvements M3 2013-2022 
Boise Spring Transmission Main Replacement (partial) WM2 2022 
Annual Water Main Replacement WM1 2013-2021 

 
SYSTEM BACKGROUND  
 
HISTORY  
 
In 1879, Frank and Mary Stevenson homesteaded what is now the center of town.  Early 
settlers called this area Stevensonville, but the name later changed to Enumclaw (which 
means �³thundering noise� )́ after Enumclaw Mountain near town. Enumclaw was first 
platted in 1885, when the railroad came through the area.  In 1901, the Town of 
Enumclaw granted the Weyerhaeuser Company a 25-year franchise to operate a water 
system within the town.  In 1913, the City was incorporated.  In 1923, the City acquired 
the water system from Weyerhaeuser, which included Boise Spring.  Since taking over 
ownership, the City has invested significantly in renovating the system, supplementing 
storage and supply facilities, and expanding the distribution network including assuming 
ownership of several small water companies. 
 
OVERVIEW OF EXISTING SYSTEM  
 
As of 2021, the City provides water service to 6,252 customer connections within the 
�&�L�W�\�¶�V���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���U�H�W�D�L�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�U�H�D�����7�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V��corporate limits cover 5.3 square miles of 
the approximately 28.8 square mile retail service area. The total estimated population 
within the retail service area is 16,900, with water service provided to an estimated 
12,830 people inside the city limits and 4,070 people located outside of the city limits but 
within the existing retail water service area. �7�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���(�Q�X�P�F�O�D�Z�¶�V���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P��
can be seen in Figure 1-2. 
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The City owns and operates six groundwater supply facilities at four sites to the east of 
the City: Boise Springs, Watercress Springs, PC Johnson Wellfield, and the Golf Course 
Well. The City uses Boise and Watercress Springs as primary supply sources while the 
PC Johnson Wellfield and Golf Course Well are mainly seasonal sources. The City also 
has an emergency intertie connected to the Tacoma Water pipeline that carries surface 
water from Tac�R�P�D�¶�V���*�U�H�H�Q���5�L�Y�H�U��Filtration Facility through the City. Water produced at 
all of the City sources are chlorinated and water supplied from the spring sites receive 
additional treatment for corrosion control. Water from Tacoma is filtered, chlorinated, 
and fluoridated. Water storage is provided by four reservoirs that have a total capacity of 
4.74 million gallons (MG). A fifth City owned reservoir is not currently operating and is 
scheduled to be decommissioned. �,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���Z�D�W�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���K�D�V��eight pressure 
zones with three pressure reducing stations, seven booster pump stations, and more than 
145 miles of water main. All of these facilities are described in detail later in this chapter. 
 
RELATED PLANNING DOCUMENTS  
 
To ensure this Water System Plan is consistent with service areas, land use, and other 
related policies, the following planning documents were evaluated during the preparation 
of this Water System Plan. Consistency determinations from the City of Enumclaw and 
King County are included in Appendix C. 
 
CITY OF ENUMCLAW 2013 COMPREHENSIVE WATER SYSTEM PLAN  
 
The previous water system planning document was completed by the City staff in 2013. 
This document was used as the framework for the current Plan. The 2013 Plan presented 
historical water use, projected water use, and developed a Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) for the City to implement. Since the 2013 Plan was published, the City has 
completed many of the identified CIP projects, which were detailed earlier in this Chapter 
and are noted in Table 1-2. 
 
CITY OF ENUMCLAW 2015 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) was passed into law in the State of Washington in 
1990 with the intention of curbing uncoordinated and uncontrolled development and the 
resulting environmental impact and urban sprawl. Several goals were adopted by the 
GMA to guide the development and adoption of comprehensive plans. These goals 
encourage development in urban areas where adequate public facilities and service can 
easily be provided, reduce sprawling low-density development, encourage efficient 
regional based transportation, promote a variety of housing densities and types, and 
encourage the retention of open space. 
 
The City of Enumclaw completed the most recent update to their Comprehensive Plan in 
2015 as an update to their original 1995 Comprehensive Plan. This planning document is 
required for compliance with Growth Management Act and includes goals, objectives, 
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and policies that may impact the Water System Plan. The Comprehensive Plan contains 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���J�U�R�Z�W�K���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���8�U�E�D�Q���*�U�R�Z�W�K���$�U�H�D�����8�*�$�������D�Q�G��
contains a land use plan that is the model for the existing City of Enumclaw zoning.  
 
In preparation for the upcoming 2024 Comprehensive Plan, the City updated the 
forecasted growth in 2021. The �&�L�W�\�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D��minimum 
target of 15,864 people within the City Limits in 2044. These projections are used to 
prepare the water demand forecasts in this Water System Plan for consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
KING COUNTY 2020 COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES AND 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 
The King County Countywide Planning Policies and Comprehensive Plan was most 
recently updated in 2016 and amended in 2020. This planning document describes the 
land use and zoning of urban areas as well as that of rural, unincorporated King County. 
�6�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���(�Q�X�P�F�O�D�Z�¶�V���&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���3�O�D�Q�����W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���J�R�D�O�V���D�Q�G��
Comprehensive Plan seek to reduce urban sprawl, protect rural areas, provide affordable 
housing, and coordinate protection of environmentally sensitive areas. 
 
The City serves both incorporated Enumclaw and unincorporated King County within the 
water service area. The City has determined that this Water System Plan is consistent 
with the applicable King County plans, policies, and regulations. 
 
SOUTH KING COUNTY 1989 COORDINATED WATER SYSTEM PLAN  
 
The South King County Coordinated Water System Plan (SKCCWSP) was developed by 
Economic and Engineering Services, Inc. in 1989. The purpose of the SKCCWSP is to 
�D�V�V�L�V�W���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�¶�V���Z�D�W�H�U���X�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
development of public water systems while restricting the proliferation of small public 
water systems. The SKCCWSP accomplishes this by establishing future service area 
boundaries, minimum design standards, service review procedures, appeals procedures, 
long-term regional water supply strategy, water conservation program and goals, and the 
satellite system management program. As can be seen in the following sections of this 
Water System Plan, the City has established policies, design criteria, and goals that meet 
or exceed the requirements and goals of the SKCCWSP.   
 
This Water System �3�O�D�Q���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�V���Q�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���Z�D�W�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�U�H�D���D�V��
represented in the SKCCWSP. 
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WATERSHED PLANS 
 
WRIA 9 (Green River) Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Plan 
 
In January 2018, the Washington State Legislature passed the Streamflow Restoration 
law (Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 90.94). The law clarifies how local 
governments issue building permits for homes intending to use a permit-exempt well for 
their domestic water supply and requires local watershed planning in 15 water resource 
inventory areas (WRIAs), including the Duwamish-Green watershed (WRIA 9). The law 
directs the Department of Ecology to lead Watershed Restoration and Enhancement 
Committees to develop Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Plans (watershed 
plans). The WRIA 9 Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Plan meets the 
requirements of the law. 
 
Watershed plans must estimate the potential consumptive impacts of new permit-exempt 
domestic groundwater withdrawals on instream flows over 20 years (2018-2038), identify 
projects and actions to offset those impacts, and provide a net ecological benefit to the 
WRIA. The Department of Ecology (Ecology) established the Duwamish-Green 
(WRIA 9) Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee (Committee) in 
October 2018 and invited representatives from the following entities in the watershed to 
participate: tribal governments, county governments, city governments, Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, the largest non-municipal water purveyor, and interest groups.  
 
The WRIA 9 Committee met for over 2 years to develop a watershed plan. Ecology 
issued the Final Guidance on Determining Net Ecological Benefit (Final NEB Guidance) 
(Ecology 2019) to ensure consistency, conformity with state law, and transparency in 
implementing RCW 90.94. The WRIA 9 Committee projected that a total of 632 new 
permit-exempt domestic wells (PE wells) will be installed within WRIA 9 during the 
20-year planning horizon. The WRIA 9 Committee used this 20-year PE well projection 
to estimate 247.7 acre-feet per year (AFY), or 0.34 cubic feet per second (cfs), of new 
consumptive water use in WRIA 9 that this watershed plan must address and offset.  
 
The WRIA 9 Committee sought projects to offset at least 495.4 AFY to account for 
uncertainties in the PE well projection and consumptive use estimate, including higher 
rates of water use that could result from climate change and changing development 
patterns. The WRIA 9 Committee developed the water offset target by doubling the 247.7 
AFY consumptive use estimate. The offset target of 495.4 AFY also accounts for 
uncertainties related to project implementation. The WRIA 9 plan was adopted May 2021 
by Ecology and once implemented should achieve a net ecological benefit, as required by 
RCW 90.94.030 and defined by the Final NEB Guidance (Ecology 2019). 
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WRIA 10 (White River) Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Plan 
 
In October 2018, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) established the WRIA 10 
Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Committee to collaborate with tribes, counties, 
cities, state agencies, and special interest groups in the Puyallup-White watershed, also 
known as Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 10. The WRIA 10 Committee met for 
over 2 years to develop a watershed plan. This watershed plan projected 688 PE well 
connections over the 20-year planning horizon.  
 
The estimated consumptive water use associated with the new PE well connections is 
277.4 acre-feet per year (0.38 cfs); equivalent to 360 gallons per day for each new PE 
well. The projects and actions in this watershed plan will address and offset the 
consumptive water use from those PE well connections. The projects in this watershed 
plan include water right acquisitions, managed aquifer recharges, stormwater infiltration, 
and PE well decommissioning that provide an estimated offset of 788.3 acre-feet per year 
to benefit stream flows and enhance the watershed. 
 
The WRIA 10 plan was adopted May 2021 by Ecology and once implemented should 
achieve a net ecological benefit, as required by RCW 90.94.030 and defined by the Final 
NEB Guidance (Ecology 2019).   
 
WATER SERVICE AREAS 
 
The corporate limits of the City of Enumclaw encompass an area of approximately 
5.3 square miles, with the existing water service area and distribution system covering 
approximately 32 additional square miles within unincorporated King County, for a total 
service area of approximately 37.3 square miles.  In accordance with the Washington 
State Municipal Water Law (MWL) and the South King County Coordinated Water 
System Plan (SKCCWSP), the City of Enumclaw has designated the existing water 
service area to include retail and future water service areas. 
 
The �&�L�W�\�¶�V��service area designations are illustrated in Figure 1-3. The �&�L�W�\�¶�V���U�H�W�D�L�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H��
area (RSA) represents where there is a duty to serve all customers. Generally, the RSA 
already has utility infrastructure in place and/or could easily expand the infrastructure to 
meet customer demands on a direct connection basis over both a 10- and 20-year 
�S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�����7�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���I�X�Wure service area represents the area where the City may 
provide future retail water service, but not necessarily during the current 10- or 20-year 
planning horizon.  
 
Within the existing water service area, the City designated a single 0.1 square mile, 
wholesale service area for the Remolif Addition Group A Water System as shown on 
Figure 1-3. The Remolif Addition Water System, which is located near the northerly edge 
of the City service area, previously inquired whether the City could provide wholesale 
water supply but at a time when the City was not in a position to do so. Remolif 
subsequently drilled a replacement well, obviating the need to secure wholesale service.  
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