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CHAPTER |
REGIONAL GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING

King County has some of the most beautiful
scenery in the country, some of the most
productive farmlands, and one of the most
vibrant economies. The ((264+6)) King County
Comprehensive Plan establishes a vision that
preserves this incredible diversity while
((continuing to-acknowledge)) acknowledging
that residents want options ((aste)) for where
they live, work, and play.

The Comprehensive Plan responds to
requirements in state growth management
planning laws that require jurisdictions to
guide growth and development throughout
the unincorporated areas of the county and
establishes King County's position on
major issues such as transportation,
annexations, regional water supply, and

environmental protection.
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((+)) About King County

King County Geography

I I I I

King County, covering 2,130 square miles, is the size of the state of Delaware, but much more geographically
diverse. It extends from Puget Sound in the west to 8,000-foot Mt. Daniel at the Cascade crest to the east. King
County's various landforms include saltwater coastline, river floodplains, plateaus, ((stopes)) hills, and
mountains, punctuated with lakes and salmon streams. Lake Washington, covering 35 square miles, and Lake
Sammamish with ((8)) eight square miles are the two largest bodies of fresh water. Vashon-Maury Island in

Puget Sound and Mercer Island in Lake Washington provide different island environments.

King County Jurisdictions

In 1994, when King County’s first Comprehensive Plan under the Growth Management Act was adopted, the
county had 34 cities with 1,116,000 people. More than a third of annual new residential development was
occurring in unincorporated areas. Since December 1994, five new cities have incorporated and numerous
annexations have occurred, shifting more than 220,000 people into city limits. As of ((2045)) 2023, there are 39
cities ranging in size from Seattle with more than ((666;000)) 762,500 people to Skykomish and Beaux Arts with
fewer than 350 each. King County's 39 cities now cover 418 square miles, or 20((%)) percent of the county's total
land area. Unincorporated King County((-the-territory)) (areas outside any city), now has ((abeut253,000))
over 248,000 people, or ((33%)) 11 percent of the county's population.

King County Demographics

In ((2645)) 2023, with more than ((2;650,000)) 2,320,000 people, King County is the largest county in
Washington State and the ((33%)) 12" largest in the nation. King County exhibits growing diversity((-morethan
one-third)); nearly half of the population is now ((persens-of-eelor)) Black, Indigenous, or other People of Color.

(( S 010-65% ofthepop ation ROR—+HSPaAn WS Y%-Asian-orPa ahGe ,0

a):)) As of 2020, 54 percent of the
population is non-Hispanic white, 20 percent Asian, seven percent Black or African American, one percent

Native American, one percent Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and 8.9 percent Hispanic or Latino/a/x
(2020 census data).

King County Housing Needs

The number of housing units in King County is growing ((fasterthan-its-pepulatien)) but struggled to keep pace
with the need induced by population growth and a strong economy. The ((2640)) 2020 Census counted more

than ((854;009)) 969,000 houses, apartment and condominium units, and mobile homes. The number of
housing units has increased by ((159;000-units(23%)-sinee 1994)) 118,000 units (14 percent) since 2010, driven
largely by growth in multifamily units. Household size has ((stabilized-after declining-in-the 1970s-and 1980s-and

is-now)) increased slightly after the Great Recession of 2008 and is estimated at ((2-39)) 2.42 persons per
household ((—the-same-asin-2000)). ((A-skght)) Owing to the aging of the population, a decline in household

size is anticipated in coming years to about 2.26 in ((2034)) 2044.
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King County must plan for and accommodate 5,412 net new housing units in urban unincorporated King
County between 2020-2044, including 1,034 net new emergency housing/shelter beds. The County adopted

development regulation changes with the 2024 Comprehensive Plan to create sufficient zoning capacity to

accommodate all of these housing needs and types.

King County Economy
King County is truly the economic engine of Washington State, with more than ((+2)) 1.3 million workers
employed at ((rearly-86;000)) over 66,000 business firms, excluding sole proprietorships. King County’s (($87))

$142 billion payroll is ((52%)) 67 percent of Washington State's (($467)) $214 billion payroll and over three-
((fourths)) quarters of the four-county region's payroll.

-)) After the Great Recession,

King County’s diverse economy rebounded quickly compared to the pace of national recovery, owing largely to

strong growth in the information technology and services sectors, supported by retail and construction sector
growth. Progressive increases in the minimum wage in several cities in King County raised incomes for the

county’s lowest wage earners, although the county’s prosperity has not been shared by all. With the arrival of

the global COVID pandemic in 2020, unemployment soared, particularly for retail and service sector employees,

shuttering businesses and amplifying King County’s economic, social, and health inequities. While employment

has rebounded from initial losses, many workers have permanently left the workforce or remain under-

employed. The pandemic has changed the nature of work from increased telework to the types of jobs that are

now most available. The long-term impacts from the COVID pandemic, as well as the rising effects from climate

change discussed later in the plan, will imprint on the King County economy for next 20 years and beyond.

((H=)) King County Planning Framework

Prompted by residents concerned about sprawl, King County adopted its first comprehensive land use plan in
1964. Two decades later, the 1985 comprehensive land use plan was the first to identify an urban growth
boundary line to limit urban growth to areas with the infrastructure needed for facilities and services. It also
established policies to protect the Rural Area, conserve the natural environment, and designate resource lands for

long-term agriculture and forest production.
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King County’s first Comprehensive Plan under the Washington State Growth Management Act was adopted in
1994. The Growth Management Act directs the state's most populous and fastest growing counties and their
cities to prepare comprehensive land use plans that anticipate growth over a 20((-))-year horizon and provide for

it in a managed manner.

There is a hierarchy of growth management planning in the county with consistency between the levels. Some
issues, such as the establishment of the Urban Growth Area, are best decided at the countywide level, while
others, such as the amount of commercial space needed in a neighborhood, are best determined at the subarea
plan level. At a broader scale, the Growth Management Act requires development of Multicounty Planning
Policies by ((the-counties-of)) King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties, as well as the development of
Countywide Planning Policies by King County and its 39 cities. These ((deocuments-are-to-be-used-solely))
policies are used for establishing a countywide framework from which county and city comprehensive plans are

developed and adopted.

((A<)) Public Participation in Planning
At the core of King County's planning is the goal of ((previding)) advancing equitable outcomes that support a
high quality of life for all county residents. This can only be achieved by actively ((selicitingpublic

participation)) and equitably engaging the public to help shape ((its)) County plans, including strategic,
comprehensive, functional, and subarea plans, and ((#se)) by using these planning processes to strengthen

communities and improve access to the Determinants of Equity.*

Unfortunately, previous planning processes have excluded and harmed those who are Black, Indigenous, and
other People of Color; immigrants; refugees; and living with low or no incomes. King County is working to

ensure that the perspectives of these historically underrepresented groups and those who have been

disproportionally harmed by previous planning efforts are engaged by the County and centered throughout
planning processes.

Additionally, while the Growth Management Act requires the coordination of local plans, Indian tribes have
historically not been included because of their independent sovereign status and unique rights to self-governance.
However, King County also recognizes that the lands addressed by the Comprehensive Plan are those that are
the traditional territory of the Coast Salish peoples that have lived here since time immemorial. Recognizing
this, King County will coordinate with Indian tribes as part of the County's planning processes and will seek
opportunities to work together to advance key issues, such as environmental stewardship, treaty fishing rights,
and protecting cultural heritage.

RP-101 King County shall strive to provide a high quality of life for all of its residents by:

working with cities, special purpose districts, and residents to develop attractive,

! Defined in King County Code 2.10.210
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safe, and accessible communities at appropriate urban and rural service levels;
((retain)) retaining rural character and rural neighborhoods; planning for and
accommodating housing affordable to all income levels; ((support)) supporting
economic development; ((promeote)) promoting equity and racial and social
justice; ((preserve-and-maintain)) preserving and maintaining resource and open

space lands; ((preserve)) preserving the natural environment; and ((protect))
protecting significant cultural and historic resources.

RP-102 In its planning processes, including the development, update, and

implementation of King County plans, ((King)) the County shall use equitable

engagement strategies to actively solicit public participation from a wide variety
of sources, particularly from populations historically underrepresented or
excluded from planning processes ((in-its-planning-processes;-including-the
development;-update,and-implementation-of-its plans)).

RP-103 King County shall ((seek-comment-from)) coordinate with Indian tribes during its
planning processes in a manner that respects their sovereign status, promotes
tribal self-determination and self-governance, and honors past and present
agreements.

((R-102)) RP-103a  King County ((will)) shall continue to support the diversity and richness of its
rural communities and their distinct character by working with its rural
constituencies through its Community Service Areas program to sustain and

enhance the rural character of Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands.

((B:)) Multicounty Planning

The Puget Sound Regional Council is a regional planning agency with specific responsibilities under federal and
state law for transportation planning, economic development, and growth management. ((Ia-Apri2008,t))The
general assembly of the Puget Sound Regional Council ((adepted VISION-2040—containing)) adopts a
((nemerie)) Regional Growth Strategy and the Multicounty Planning Policies((—as-an-update-to-the-earlier
Vision2020-regional-plan)), which are most recently reflected in VISTION 2050 ("VISION"). Multicounty

Planning Policies address those issues that benefit from greater consistency across jurisdictions and those that are

of a ((eountywide-or)) regional nature.

VISION ((2049)) is a regional strategy to accommodate the population and job growth expected by ((2048)) 2050
in the four-county Puget Sound region. As an integrated, long-range vision for maintaining a healthy region,
promoting economic vitality, a healthy environment, and well-being of people and communities, VISION
((2640)) provides clear direction to regional, county, and local governments on topics such as setting priorities for
transportation investment, stimulating economic development, planning for open space, making ((eity-and

tewn)) local jurisdictions' centers more suitable for transit and walking, and improving transportation safety and
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As part of VISION ((20490)), the Regional Growth Strategy looks at how the region can distribute ((foreeast))
forecasted growth, primarily within the designated urban growth area. The strategy is a description of a
preferred pattern of urbanization that has been designed to minimize environmental impacts, support economic
prosperity, promote adequate and affordable housing, improve mobility, and make efficient use of existing
infrastructure. The strategy provides regional guidance for counties((;)) and cities ((and-tewns)) to use as they

develop ((rew)) local population and employment growth targets and update local comprehensive plans.

RP-104 King County's planning ((sheuld)) shall include multicounty, countywide, and

subarea levels of planning. Working with planning partners, such as residents,

special purpose districts ((and)), cities, and Indian tribes ((as-planning-partners)),
the ((e))County shall strive to balance the differing needs identified across or

within plans at these geographic levels.

((c:)) Countywide Planning

State law requires that planning be coordinated on a countywide level, and that ((the)) King ((€))County itself
adopt a comprehensive plan to regulate those areas for which it has direct responsibility. The Countywide
Planning Policies are required by the state Growth Management Act and provide a countywide framework to
coordinate local comprehensive plans and implement VISION ((2040)). King County and all cities ((and-tewns
of)) in King County are responsible for ensuring that their respective comprehensive plans are consistent with

and implement the Countywide Planning Policies.

The ((Gfewh—k&anagement—llhnmng—éeemeﬂ—fs—the)) formal body charged with developmg the Countyw1de

Planning Policies ((a#n

The Growth- Management Planning Couneil)), is the Growth Management Planning Council, which is a

representative body consisting of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, the Sound Cities

Association, and ((the-City-of Bellevue)) special purpose districts.((*)) Recommended Countywide Planning

Policies are sent to King County for its review and approval and then provided to the cities for ratification.

) The Countywide Planning
Policies implement ((fehHegfeﬂal—and—eem&wqd%eﬂ)) VISION by providing a countywide framework to

plan for job growth and new development, including housing, commercial, institutional, and other

non-residential uses. The Countywide Planning Policies provide broad direction to individual jurisdiction's

((2 As amended-bvOrdinance 17687
X5 GOyt 171057/
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comprehensive plans, including the King County Comprehensive Plan. The goals of the policies include:

promoting a compact and centers-focused growth pattern that uses land and infrastructure efficiently, protecting

the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands, providing affordable housing throughout the county, and

coordinating protection and restoration of the natural environment in King County.((®))

RP-105

RP-106

RP-107

RP-108

King County ((sheuld)) shall work with the Growth Management Planning Council
to adopt Countywide Planning Policies that support ((annual-ratifications-to))
allocated housing and employment growth targets for cities and the county,
approve designations of countywide centers, and address other countywide
planning topics.

((Exeept-forFour-to-Oneproposals;)) King County shall not amend the Urban

Growth Area prior to the Growth Management Planning Council taking action on

the proposed amendment to the Urban Growth Area.

King County shall not forward to the Growth Management Planning Council for

its recommendation any proposed amendment to the Urban Growth Area unless

the proposal was:

a. Included in the scoping motion for a King County Comprehensive Plan
update;

b ((An)) Subject to area zoning study ((ef-the-proposal)) that was included
in the public review draft of a proposed King County Comprehensive
Plan update; or

c. Subjected to the hearing examiner process for site specific map
amendments as ((contemplated)) established by the King County Code.

King County shall implement the Countywide Planning Policies through its
Comprehensive Plan and through Potential Annexation Area, preannexation, and

other interlocal agreements with ((its)) cities.

((D——Sub-Regional)) Subregional Planning and Partnerships
King County engages with partners in subareas of the county in ((sub-regional)) subregional planning programs

and partnerships that are related to the Comprehensive Plan. These activities are guided by the policies in the

Comprehensive Plan as well as the other components of the overall King County (())planning ((E))framework

noted in this chapter. ((Semekey-activities-are-noted-below:))

Regional Growth Management Planning — Page 1-7
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RP-109 King County should establish and/or participate in regional and subregional

partnerships to advance the objectives of the Comprehensive Plan((; such-as:

updates-to-green-building codes.))

These programs are described in greater detail, and where appropriate additional policies ((added)) included, in

the relevant subsequent chapters of the Comprehensive Plan.

RP-109a Upon notification from a city that abuts the Rural Area or Natural Resource lands

regarding proposed large, mixed-use developments, King County shall

coordinate the city to ensure that the development review process mitigates

impacts on the surrounding Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands.

((E9)) Comprehensive Planning
((Fhe

Growth Management Act, ((it)) the Comprehensive Plan is designed to manage growth so that development is

a-)) In accordance with the

directed to designated urban areas and away from the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands. The Growth
Management Act also requires King County to designate and protect critical areas and commercially significant
forestry, agriculture, and mining areas. The Growth Management Act requires a comprehensive plan to adhere
to a set of ((fourteen)) goals and to include ((thefollewing)) mandatory plan elements((:)), such as land use,
housing, capital facilities, utilities, rural, shorelines, and transportation elements. The ((King-County))
Comprehensive Plan provides a legal framework for managing growth and making decisions about land use in
unincorporated King County. Public and private agencies, property owners, developers, community groups, and

King County staff use the Comprehensive Plan in several ways.

The Comprehensive Plan provides guidance to ((€))County officials for decisions on proposals such as zoning
changes and developments. It also ((gives)) provides the public ((direction-on)) the ((€))County's position on
proposed changes in land use or zoning, environmental regulations, or broader policy issues. ((FhePlan)) It also
serves as a framework for other plans and regulations such as subarea plans and the King County Code that
govern the location and density of land uses in unincorporated King County. The Comprehensive Plan provides

a basis for decisions about public spending on facilities and services. Finally, ((the-Plan)) it presents other

Regional Growth Management Planning — Page 1-8
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agencies, such as cities and special purpose districts, with King County's position on large-scale matters such as

annexation, use of resource lands, environmental protection, service provision, and others.

RP-110 King County's planning should strengthen communities by addressing all the
elements, resources and needs that make a community whole, ((including:)) such

as housing affordable to all income levels, economic growth and the built

environment, environmental sustainability, regional and local mobility, health and

human potential, and justice and safety.

RP-111 King County shall integrate mandated responses to the listings under the
Endangered Species Act into future planning, economic development efforts, and
resource management programs to achieve, where consistent with the
Endangered Species Act, a balance between environmental, social, and
economic goals and objectives. King County shall collaborate with others to

conserve species and their habitats in order prevent future listings under the

Endangered Species Act.

management.))

RP-113 The King County Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map is adopted as part of ((this))
the Comprehensive Plan. ((it)) The Land Use Map shall depict((s)) the ((Urban
Growth-Area;)) Urban Growth Area ((B))boundary((;)); land use designations for

unincorporated urban areas, the Rural Area, and Natural Resource Lands; and
other ((land-uses)) appropriate information. The official Land Use Map shall be
maintained in the King County Geographic Information System, and the Land Use
Map at the end of this chapter generally represents the official ((Comprehensive
Plantand-Use-M))map.

RP-114 When updating the Comprehensive Plan, King County shall ((eontinue-its

process-of reviewing-county regulatory-and-administrative-actions)) review

proposals so as to avoid unconstitutional takings of private property.

Regional Growth Management Planning — Page 1-9
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315 ((F5)) Subarea Planning
316 ((Community-Service-Area)) Subarea plans, ((as-well-as-other community-plans-and-basin-plans)) such as but not

317 limited to Community Service Area Subarea Plans (see Chapter 11, Community Service Area Subarea

318 Planning), focus the policy direction of the Comprehensive Plan to a smaller geographic area (((See-Chapter 1+

319 ommunity-Service-Area-SubareaPlanning forinformation-onlarge-scale subarea land-use plansforruralan
320

321

322

323

324

325

326

327

328 RP-115 (( plans-including-areazoning-studies, provide-detailed-land-useplan
329 forlocalgeographic-areas:)) Subarea plans implement and shall be elements of
330 the King County Comprehensive Plan and shall be consistent with the Plan's
331 policies, development regulations, and Land Use Map. ((Fhe-s))Subarea plans
332 should be consistent with functional plans' facility and service standards. ((The
333 s))Subarea plans may include, but are not limited to:

334 a. Identification of policies in the Comprehensive Plan that apply to the
335 subarea;

336 b. Review and update of applicable ((¢))Community Service Area Subarea
337 ((p))Plan policies;

338 c. Specific land uses and implementing zoning, consistent with the

339 Comprehensive Plan;

340 d. Identification of the boundaries of Unincorporated Activity Centers,

341 countywide centers, and Rural Towns;

342 e. Recommendations for the establishment of new Unincorporated Activity
343 Centers((;)) and Regional, Community, and Neighborhood Business

344 Centers, if appropriate;

345 f. Recommendations for additional Open Space designations and park
346 sites;

347 g. Recommendations for capital improvements((-the-means-and-schedule
348 for providing-them-and-amendments-to-functional plans)) to support
349 planned land uses and community priorities;

350 h. Resolution of land use and service issues in Potential Annexation Areas;
351 i Identification of new issues that need resolution at a countywide level;

((*Per King County Code 20-08.030-Area Zoning))
(C-Per King County Code 20-08.060-Subareaplan))

Regional Growth Management Planning — Page 1-10
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j- Identification of all necessary implementing measures needed to carry
out the plan;
k. Specific land uses and zoning that encourage healthy, livable

communities by promoting physical activity of walking and bicycling;
and

. Identification of locations and conditions for special overlay districts.

((6:)) Functional Planning

Functional plans are detailed plans for facilities and services ((and-alse-include)), as well as action plans and

programs for other governmental activities. Some functional plans are operational or programmatic and guide

((-PerKing-County Code 20-08:160-Reclassification))
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daily management decisions. Others include specific details of facility design and location. Functional

(®))plans ((&h&&gu&d%speerﬁes&mg—eﬂﬁaeﬂmes)) help 1mplement and must be consistent with the

Comprehensive Plan. ((Eun

e%h%pabheand—pm&a@%&ge&ele&)) Examples of functional plans ((m—ng—Geunty)) mclude((—eheSﬁa&tegie

RP-117 Functional plans for facilities and services ((should)):

a.

Shall ((B))be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and subarea ((and
neighborhood)) plans;
((Befinerequired)) Shall be consistent with service levels that are

appropriate for the Urban Growth Area, Rural Area, and Natural

Resource Lands;

May ((P))provide standards for location, design, and operation of public
facilities and services;

Should ((S))specify adequate, stable, and equitable methods of pay for
public facilities and services;

May ((B))be the basis for scheduling needed facilities and services
through capital improvement programs; and

Should ((P))plan for maintenance of existing facilities.
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Other Planning

There are also other plans not adopted as part of the Comprehensive Plan, such as implementation plans and

strategic plans, that King County relies on to help implement and inform the Comprehensive Plan. These plans

are typically focused on a specific policy area, able to provide more detailed planning within topic, and updated

on a more frequent basis than the Comprehensive Plan. Given this, sometimes those plans are updated to be

consistent with Comprehensive Plan updates, and sometimes the Comprehensive Plan is updated to help

advance new initiatives and desired outcomes originating from those other planning efforts. Examples of these

plans include the Strategic Climate Action Plan, the Strategic Plan for Road Services, the King County Metro
Strategic Plan for Public Transportation, and the King County International Airport Strategic Plan. The County

also uses issue-specific studies and reports to inform and help implement Comprehensive Plan updates, such as

area zoning and land use studies, outcomes of Comprehensive Plan Work Plan action items (see Chapter 12,

Implementation, Amendments, and Evaluation), and responses to King County budget provisos.

((H:)) Comprehensive Plan Review and Amendment

The Growth Management Act allows updates to comprehensive plans once each year. In King County, the
annual update allows limited changes. The ((eight)) 10-year update, which aligns the timing with Growth
Management Act periodic review and update requirements, allows substantive changes to policies and
amendments to the Urban Growth Area boundary ((te-be-propesed-and-adepted)). A smaller-range of
substantive changes to policies and amendments to the Urban Growth Area boundary may also be considered at
the midpoint of the ((eight)) 10-year update schedule, but only if authorized by motion. These provisions are
detailed in Chapter 12, Implementation, Amendments, and Evaluation, and King County Code ((Fitle)) Chapter
20.18. ((Additionalinformation and policies are found in Chapter 12, Implementation, Amendments and
Evaluation-))

As part of its review of the Comprehensive Plan, King County, together with ((its)) cities, ((published)) publishes
the ((200%)) King County Urban Growth Capacity Report (previously known as the Buildable Lands Report).

((and-updated-itin 2014 Ratified-in2015,t))The report fulfills the requirements of the Growth Management Act

for the ((e))County and ((its)) cities to evaluate patterns of development every ((eight)) 10 years to determine

whether there is sufficient suitable land to accommodate the projected countywide population. The ((Buildable

Lands)) Urban Growth Capacity Report ((represents-a-mid-course-check-on)) is one of the methods to evaluate
achievement of Growth Management Act goals. The focus of the evaluation is on the designated urban areas of

King County and growth targets for those areas as established in the Countywide Planning Policies.
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(PocketRequestProcess:)) Another key element of the Comprehensive Plan review and update process is the
Docket (R))request (B))process. As required by the Growth Management Act, King County maintains an
annual docket for recording comments on suggested changes to the King County Comprehensive Plan and

associated development regulations from any interested person, such as permit applicants, residents, and staff of

other jurisdictions or agencies. The process and requirements are detailed in ((the)) King County Code ((at))

Chapter 20.18((-340)). The County reviews all requests, communicates with docket submitters, ((and)) makes

County Executive recommendations to the County Council ((by-the-first day-of DecemberThe docketreport
includes-anExecutive recommendationforeach-item)), and provides information on requests and

recommendations to the public.

Additional Comprehensive Plan review and assessment actions are discussed in Chapter 12, Implementation,

Amendments, and Evaluation.
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. Providi itabl ities for all individuals.))

Planning Framework Hierarchy

((Fhese)) The planning processes and structures discussed in this section respond to Growth Management Act,

Multicounty Planning Policy, and Countywide Planning Policy requirements and goals and reflect local

circumstances and priorities. This complex framework is illustrated in the following graphic.
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560 Figure: Planning Hierarchy Relationship to Growth Management Planning
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(HE))  King County Guiding Principles

The Comprehensive Plan is based on the principles of creating sustainable neighborhoods, preserving open
space, farmland, and rural communities, directing development toward existing communities, addressing climate
change, and providing a variety of transportation choices. These guiding principles are consistent with the
((Washington-State)) Growth Management Act and guide funding decisions, creation and operation of programs
and projects, and how the County interacts with local, state, and federal agencies. The impact of implementing

these principles has been to:

e create higher urban densities by directing (€36%)) 99 percent of the growth into the urban cores of the
region (Urban Growth Area),

e preserve irreplaceable resource lands, parks and critical areas,

e improve mobility by making transit service more accessible,

e  sustain a vibrant economy,

e serve in the capacity of both a local and a regional government, and
e improve water quality and manage stormwater runoff((;

. . issions)).

Guiding Principles

((A<)) Creating Sustainable Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods are the backbone of any community. Creating sustainable neighborhoods may mean using
incentives, programs, or regulations to help create new neighborhoods((;)) and support existing neighborhoods.
Encouraging mixed land use and making access to jobs, shopping, and schools easier establishes the
cohesiveness of a neighborhood. Having opportunities for physical activity and providing for people, if they
choose, to age in place and remain in their neighborhood as their lifestyle changes or they face changing physical
capabilities establishes the stability of a neighborhood. All of these factors contribute to creating a sustainable

neighborhood.

Sustainable neighborhoods are important areas where housing affordable to all economic segments of the

populations can and should be located. Sustainability of a neighborhood also relates to the impact the

neighborhood has on the environment. Incorporation of sustainable development practices into the design,
construction and maintenance of the neighborhood can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce pollution,

reduce the use of natural resources, reduce energy and other maintenance costs, and enhance property values.
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RP-201 In its policies and regulations, King County shall ((strive-te)) promote sustainable
and equitable neighborhoods and communities. King County shall seek to
ensure that the benefits and impacts of the ((¢))County’s activities are equitably

distributed among all segments of the population.

((B:)) Preserving and Maintaining Open Space and Natural Resource Lands
The people of King County have long recognized that open space lands are essential to what makes this county

unique. ((Sinee-theinception-ofthe Countywide Planning Policies;p)) Preserving open space, including

enhancing working resource lands such as farmlands and forests, ((has-been)) continues to be a priority of the

County and ((its39)) cities, as reflected in the Countywide Planning Policies. It is also a cornerstone of the
Growth Management Act.

The Growth Management Act requires the County and ((its)) the cities in King County to form linkages between
and within population centers with lands useful for recreation, trails, wildlife habitat, and connection of critical
areas. To fulfill that mandate, King County operates a regional and local open space system consisting of parks,
trails, natural areas, working resource lands, and flood hazard management lands. These open spaces provide
multiple benefits and functions, including visual variety and relief from developed areas, protection of
environmental and ecological processes, provision of wildlife habitat, promotion of mental and physical health,
and creating opportunities for outdoor recreation. However, preserving open space requires careful planning and

management to ensure compatibility and long-term viability of these benefits and functions.

RP-202 King County shall pursue opportunities to preserve and maintain remaining high-

priority forest, agriculture, and other open space lands.

((c:)) Directing Development Toward Existing Communities

Beginning in the 1940s, a sprawling pattern of low-density development emerged in King County. This sprawl
resulted in the accelerated conversion of forests and farms to subdivisions and made it increasingly expensive to
provide water, schools, sewer connections, streets, and other services. In addition, zoning codes tended to
separate the differing types of land uses, with jobs and stores in one location, homes in another, and schools and

parks in yet another.

The separate land uses were served by a roadway system of wide streets, with infrequent crosswalks, designed to

accommodate cars, but not people. This pattern did not support using transit, bicycling, or walking to meet daily
transportation needs, thus leading to an overburdening of the roadway system and a loss of regional and personal
mobility. Low-density patterns that emerged relied on driving alone for many trips, contributing to persistent air

pollution problems and increasing greenhouse gas emissions.

Reducing sprawl by focusing development into existing urban areas is one of the statutory goals of the ((state’s))

Growth Management Act. To achieve that goal, in the 1990s, King County and the cities worked to ((steering))
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steer growth to already developed communities (both within urban areas and, at much smaller scales, in Rural
Areas and Natural Resource Lands, in a system of central places) with existing infrastructure and services can

result in (1) protecting Rural Areas, (2) conserving natural resources, and (3) providing more economical and

equitable services and facilities. Work to maintain those growth patterns and limit new sprawl from happening
continues today, as it is critical to supporting efficient and sustainable communities and protecting rural

character, the environment, and natural resources.

RP-203 King County shall continue to ((suppert-thereduction-of)) limit sprawl by

focusing growth and future development in the Urban Growth Area, consistent

with adopted growth targets.

((B:)) Providing a Variety of Transportation Choices

Transportation is critically important to King County and the surrounding region, ((facilitating)) which facilitates
access to jobs, education, services, recreation, and housing. King County plays a central role in the region's
transportation sector, supporting a variety of ((meterized-and-nonmetorized)) travel modes, involving ground,
air, and marine transportation. The ((€))County has direct responsibility for (1) the unincorporated area road
network, (2) public transit services and facilities throughout the county, and (3) operation of the King County

i ).

King County's services and facilities affect not only the local bus ((passenger)) rider but also the jumbo airliner

International Airport ((an

loaded with cargo and bound for destinations overseas.

The ability to access various transportation modes has a profound effect on quality of life for ((this-eounty's))
county residents and the vitality of ((its)) the economy. The ((€))County’s transportation system must be
designed, operated and maintained in a manner that (1) provides access to mobility options for a wide range of
users, including historically ((disadvantaged)) underserved populations, (2) contributes to safe communities, (3)

reduces impacts on the county’s natural resources and environment, and (4) fosters a vibrant community.

RP-204 King County shall continue to promote an efficient multimodal transportation
system that provides residents with a range of transportation choices that

respond to community needs and reduce impacts on the natural environment.
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((Es)) Addressing Health, Equity, and Racial, Social, and Environmental Justice
Despite broad economic and social gains in society and in this country in recent history, inequities exist and
continue to persist for significant segments of the population—particularly for communities of color and people

living ((in-peverty)) with low or no incomes—across the continuum of measures of social and economic health

and well-being. In some cases, inequities are worsening over time. King County is not immune to ((rational

trends-and-statisties)) these inequalities, despite its location in the relatively prosperous Puget Sound area. In the
United States and in King County, children and adults ((whe-tive-atthe bottom-ofthe social-and-economic

%hes&m—th&nﬁédkuﬂ&eaﬂ—mm—af&mefe&%ﬁ&&ﬂ—éheseaﬁhﬁep)) experience marginalization and/or
oppression.

On average, ((p))People of ((€))Color and people living ((in-peverty)) with low or no incomes have ((lewerlevels

of)) less access to quality education; are more likely to be unemployed or underemployed; are more likely to pay

too much of their income for housing costs and other necessities; and are more likely to experience adverse

health outcomes, such as obesity, diabetes, or asthma, that can have the effect of reducing life expectancy. These
challenges affect specific communities and, in turn, the entire region, resulting in a number of adverse
socioeconomic consequences, including, for example, unfilled high-skilled jobs, higher levels of homelessness,

and higher health care costs.

and-socialjustice from-aninitiative to)) an integrated effort that intentionally applies ((this)) the "Fair and Just"

principle to all work ((in-erder)) to achieve equitable opportunities for all people and communities. A key
component of this ((erdinance-was-defining)) work are the "Determinants of Equity," which are the social,
economic, geographic, political, and physical environment conditions in which people in the county are born,
grow, live, work, and age that lead to a just and thriving society. Access to the determinants of equity is
necessary to have equity for all people regardless of race, class, gender, or language spoken. Inequities are
created when structural barriers exist that prevent individuals and communities from accessing these conditions

and reaching their full potential.
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Figure: Determinants of Equity®
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There is a clear relationship between the majority of the Determinants of Equity and the long-range planning role
of the King County Comprehensive Plan. Land use patterns and transportation investments play key roles in

making communities healthier, more connected, and more equitable. Well-planned neighborhoods have features

such as connected street networks, nearby shopping, walking paths, and transit service. Access to healthy and

culturally relevant food and the protection of agricultural lands affect the rate of obesity, food insecurity, and

malnutrition. These amenities reduce dependence on cars, increase opportunities to be physically active,
decrease the likelihood to be overweight, improve air quality, and create opportunities for residents to access

jobs, services, and other key destinations that provide a path toward a higher quality of life.

8 King County Office of Equity and Racial and Social Justice
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((Asneted-previouslyt))The Comprehensive Plan plays multiple roles related to land use planning — a
countywide collaborative role in how growth is accommodated in the county and region, and a local land use
regulatory role for how growth occurs in unincorporated areas. This dual role is important to recognize given
the geographic distribution of communities that are the focus of the County's ((E))equity and racial and
((S))social ((F))justice work.

King County is committed to working to reduce inequities and address concerns of social justice by
incorporating the values of the ((€))County's ((E))equity and racial and ((S))social ((F))justice work into the daily
practice of developing policies and programs, ((making)) informing funding decisions and delivering services.
Further, King County ((wilt)) continues to identify and address the conditions at the root of disparities, engage
communities to have a strong voice in shaping their future, and raise and sustain the visibility of ((E))equity and
racial and ((S))social ((F))justice. The goal is to start by focusing on prevention and addressing the fundamental

causes of the inequities ((in-ezrder)) to have a greater overall impact.

((In-erdert))To achieve this, the County uses ((the-E))equity ((F))impact (R))reviews ((Feel)) as a process to
identify, evaluate and communicate the potential equity impact — both positive and negative — of a proposed
policy, program, or service. The ((E))equity (¥))impact (R))review ((Feel)) process merges empirical
(quantitative) data and community engagement findings (qualitative) to inform planning, decision-making and
implementation of actions which affect equity in King County. Data are developed and compiled through a

number of efforts((--an

and should be disaggregated when possible, combined with qualitative data from communities, and analyzed

carefully to ensure that equity impacts are rigorously and holistically considered and advanced in the design and
implementation of a proposed action (plan, policy, and program development; service delivery; operations

modification; capital programs and projects, etc.).

RP-205 King County ((wil)) shall, when implementing and evaluating its land use
policies, programs, investments and practices, ((seek-toreduce-health

inequities)) identify and proactively address issues of equity((;));_racial, social,
and environmental justice; disparate health outcomes; and physical, economic,
and cultural displacement ((when-evaluating-and-implementing-its land-use
policies, programs,-and practices)).

((F)) Achieving Environmental Sustainability
King County can influence environmental sustainability through its land use and transportation policies and
plans, investments in capital projects and facilities, economic development initiatives, and day-to-day operations.

To be effective, sustainability actions need to be taken at many scales: in unincorporated land use regulations; in
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coordination with neighboring local governments, across county departments((;)); and through the day-to-day

actions of individual employees.

RP-206 King County ((will)) shall protect, restore and enhance its natural resources and

environment((;)) and encourage sustainable agriculture and forestry((;reduce

Climate Change

Climate change is a paramount challenge with fundamental and far-reaching consequences, a threat
multiplier exacerbating inequities and intensifying natural hazards — flooding, wildfires, and extreme heat —
that put the County’s people, economy, and environment at risk. The County’s approach to climate action

has three core elements: (1) reducing greenhouse gas emissions, both from government operations and at the

countywide scale; (2) advancing climate equity and community-driven climate policy, especially for frontline

communities; and (3) preparing for the impacts of climate change while increasing climate resilience. The

following guiding principles for climate action formalize the County’s commitment to lead on climate action,
while also integrating and highlighting principles that guide County climate action.

RP-207 King County shall reduce greenhouse gas emissions, advance climate equity,
and prepare for climate change impacts. The following principles shall guide and

be integrated in County climate action:

a. Act with urgency and intention;

b. Lead with racial justice and equity;

c Respond to community needs and priorities;

d. Use and develop a comprehensive and data- and science-driven
approach;

e. Seek systemic solutions;

f. Build partnerships;

g. Lead through local action;
h. Prioritize health and co-benefits; and

i Be transparent and accountable.
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