ABATEMENT FUND ORDINANCE SUMMARY
Under existing King County Code, the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) and other King County departments are authorized to impose civil penalties for code violations.  Generally, civil penalties may only be imposed after the violator has been given an opportunity to come into compliance with county regulations.  Any penalties collected for code violations must be deposited into the Code Compliance and Abatement Fund (Fund).  The Fund may be used to support abatement costs when the County must take action to abate a violation.  The Fund may also be used to pay for administrative costs for abatement and code enforcement activities.  The maximum that may be spent for these costs within the code enforcement section of DDES is $175,000 per year.  It is unclear whether legal costs for abatement and code enforcement activities may be recovered from the Fund.

The proposed ordinance allows the recovery of legal costs associated with abatement and code enforcement activities to be recovered from the Fund.  It also modifies the limit on the amount that may be expended for DDES code enforcement section administrative costs to be the amount necessary to support one full time equivalent employee.
