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1 

 

A RESOLUTION recognizing June 2, 2023 as Regional 1 

Community Safety and Wellbeing Day, as part of National 2 

Gun Violence Awareness Day, and recognizing the work of 3 

Public Health - Seattle & King County and its regional 4 

partners in reducing firearm violence and injury in our 5 

county. 6 

 WHEREAS firearm violence and injury are a multifaceted problem requiring a 7 

comprehensive, interdisciplinary approach, and 8 

 WHEREAS, gun violence in our neighborhoods, cities, and county impacts public 9 

health and public safety and deserves to be addressed through a robust public-health 10 

approach that enlists multisector supports, broad investments, and lasting commitment, 11 

and 12 

 WHEREAS, public health and law enforcement data show a continuing 13 

disproportionate impact of firearm violence in south King County, in lower-income 14 

neighborhoods, among young men, and in communities of color, and 15 

 WHEREAS, on September 21, 2017, the King County Board of Health adopted 16 

Resolution 17- 09, which called on lawmakers to take meaningful action to address 17 

firearm tragedies, and 18 
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 WHEREAS, on June 18, 2020, the King County Board of Health passed 19 

Resolution 20-08 declaring racism a public health crisis and committing to work to 20 

advance a public health approach in addressing institutional and systemic racism, and 21 

 WHEREAS, firearm violence and injury contribute to individual, family, and 22 

community trauma that is part of the public health crisis of racism, and 23 

 WHEREAS, Public Health - Seattle & King County is working to develop and 24 

implement local strategies to reduce firearm-related injury and violence, and to ensure all 25 

people are healthy, hopeful, safe, and thriving, and 26 

 WHEREAS, a public health approach to firearm injury prevention encompasses 27 

data, policy, research, prevention, and community programming and relationships, and 28 

Public Health - Seattle & King County's regional approach encompasses all of these 29 

solutions, and 30 

 WHEREAS, Public Health - Seattle & King County's Regional Gun Violence 31 

Program is taking a regional approach to community safety, aligning services and 32 

coordinating efforts to support and provide resources for communities impacted most by 33 

violence and racial disparities in King County, and 34 

 WHEREAS, Public Health - Seattle & King County is working to develop and 35 

implement local strategies to reduce firearm-related injury and violence, and ensure all 36 

people are healthy, hopeful, safe and thriving, and 37 

 WHEREAS, June 2, 2023, is National Gun Violence Awareness Day, which King 38 

County will observe with a series of safe storage giveaways and community events 39 

intended to promote safety and wellbeing; 40 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Health of King 41 

County: 42 

 A.  The King County Board of Health declares June 2nd, 2023, as Regional 43 

Community Safety and Wellbeing Day in King County, as part of National Gun Violence 44 

Awareness Day, and commits to attending and publicizing Public Health - Seattle & King 45 

County's Regional Gun Violence Program events for the day. 46 

 B.  The Board supports Public Health - Seattle & King County's Regional Gun 47 

Violence Program's work and other efforts to create safe, healthy, and thriving 48 

communities free of the burden of gun violence, and to support communities in healing 49 

from the harm of gun violence. 50 

 C.  The Board encourages building strong cross systems and community 51 

relationships to ensure collaboration and coordination to reduce risk factors for gun 52 

violence and to increase protective factors for all residents of King County. 53 

 D.  Board members commit to raise awareness and share information about Public 54 

Health - Seattle & King County public-health approach to preventing and reducing youth 55 
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gun violence and creating conditions that allow all people to be healthy, hopeful, safe, 56 

and thriving. 57 

 

Resolution 23-03 was introduced on  and passed by the Board of Health on 5/18/2023, 

by the following vote: 

 

 Yes: 14 -  Chew,  de Castro,  Herbold,  Honda,  McDermott,  Morales,  

Mosqueda,  Daniels,  Narruhn,  Sconyers,  Loo,  Gudgel,  Dembowski 

and  Anderson 

Excused: 4 -  Baker,  Kohl-Welles,  Lucero and  Dunn 

 

 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

  

 ________________________________________ 

 Joe McDermott, Chair 

ATTEST:  

________________________________________  

Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Board  

  

Attachments: None 
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