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Budget and Fiscal Management Committee
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SUBJECT

A Proposed Ordinance to rename a division of the Department of Community and Human Services.

SUMMARY

This proposed ordinance would change the name of DCHS’ Children and Youth Services Division to the Children, Youth and Young Adults Division.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) provides a wide range of programs and services designed to strengthen community and plays a strong role in sustaining the region’s human services infrastructure. Funding for DCHS comes from many sources, including state and federal governments, King County government, local cities, and philanthropy. However, the majority of DCHS programs and services are delivered through contracts with community-based agencies.

In March of 2019, the Council adopted Ordinance 18872, which approved the divisions restructure of DCHS, including adding two new divisions (the Adult Services Division and the Children and Youth Services Division).

Currently, in addition to the Director’s Office, there are five divisions in DCHS: 
· Adult Services Division: Focuses on adult education and employment; civil legal aid; older adult services; service members and military families; survivors of domestic abuse, sexual assault and trafficking; and the King County Veterans Program.
· Behavioral Health and Recovery Division: Focuses on crisis response and investigation for involuntary commitment; mental health and substance use disorder intervention, prevention, and treatment; and services to support recovery.
· Children and Youth Services Division (also referred to on the DCHS website as the “Children, Youth and Young Adults Division”): Promotion, prevention, and early intervention for children and youth ages 5-24; and life, academic, and employment skills for young people.
· Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports Division: Focuses on early intervention for infants and toddlers with developmental delays; employment services for people with developmental disabilities; healthy development for children birth to age five; infant mental health; and support services for families of people with disabilities.
· Housing, Homelessness and Community Development Division: Focuses on community development; creating and preserving affordable and special needs housing; housing repair programs; and services and shelter for people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.
DCHS, as described in the Executive’s budget book, also stewards revenue from the Best Starts for Kids (BSK)[footnoteRef:1] and Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL) voter-approved property tax levies; Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) and Health Through Housing dedicated sales taxes approved by the County Council; and the Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account (PSTAA). [1:  Of note, programs for the Best Starts for Kids (BSK) Initiative are located in two divisions within this organizational structure: BSK programs for children over age five are located in the Children and Youth Services Division, while the BSK programs for children prenatal to age five are located in the Developmental Disabilities and Early Childhood Supports division. 
] 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0381 would change the name of DCHS’ Children and Youth Services Division to the Children, Youth and Young Adults Division. This proposed ordinance was transmitted concurrent, as companion legislation, to the Executive’s proposed 2023-2024 biennial budget. According to the Executive, because services and programs for young adults up to twenty-four years old are an integral part of the mission of DCHS (e.g., via initiatives including BSK and PSTAA), it is appropriate to rename the Children and Youth Services Division as the Children, Youth and Young Adults Division in order to better reflect that mission.
Executive staff indicate there would be no operational or fiscal impact association with the proposed ordinance. In other words, the proposed ordinance would entail a technical code change to update the name of the Division.
AMENDMENT
Amendment 1 would make a technical edit for phrasing consistency in the proposed ordinance.
INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0381
2. Amendment 1
3. Fiscal Note
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