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SUBJECT:  Briefing on the National Association of Counties Achievement Award to King County for the Office of Emergency Management’s Regional Debris Management Plan and Operational Plan Template. 
SUMMARY:  The Office of Emergency Management of the Department of Executive Services is composed of two distinct programs: Emergency Management and the Enhanced-911 Program Office (E-911). These two programs assure the public, reliable access to emergency services. The Emergency Management Program specializes in disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. In addition to natural and technological disasters, many homeland security issues are also coordinated through this office. The 2009 budget for the Office of Emergency Management is $1.3 million.  

King County’s Office of Emergency Management has just received a 2009 National Association of Counties Annual Achievement Award.  Begun in 1970, the annual Achievement Award Program is a non-competitive awards program that recognizes innovative county government programs.  Awards are given in a number of program categories such as arts and historic preservation, children and youth, community and economic development, jails-corrections, county administration, emergency management, environmental protection, health, human services, libraries, parks and recreation, transportation and volunteers.

The county won an Achievement Award for its work in disaster debris management.  Disasters can create large amounts of debris that must be managed as part of response and recovery efforts.  During such an incident, a disaster debris management plan is used to assist emergency responders to clear access routes and get help to the general public during the response stage of an emergency while setting the state for a more efficient return for the public’s quality of life during disaster recovery.  The Seattle Urban Area Region covers the geographic region of King, Pierce, and Snohomish counties. Including individual jurisdictions, special purpose districts, private and public organizations, cities, and tribal nations.  The Regional Disaster Debris Management Plan provides guidance to the region for planning, mobilizing, organizing, and controlling a disaster debris-causing incident.  This guidance applies to all jurisdictional levels
within the region and includes both regional and local disaster debris management plans and templates that address a variety of issues surrounding debris management including:

· applicable legislation,

· prioritization of debris removal and locations,

· reimbursement of debris management costs,

· public and private debris cleanup, transportation, sorting and storage,

· and contractor management.  
The result of this planning process is a Disaster Debris Management Plan and Operational Plan Template that can be used by other jurisdictions and organizations.
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