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SUBJECT

Requesting the Executive assess the feasibility of establishing a year-round voluntary safe firearm and ammunition return program within the King County Sheriff's Office.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2022-0221 would request that the Executive assess the feasibility of establishing a year-round voluntary firearm and ammunition return program within the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO). 

BACKGROUND 

Voluntary firearm return programs allow individuals to relinquish their unwanted firearms, ammunition, explosives or other destructive devices to government entities, usually law enforcement. Programs can be time-limited events or on-going services. 

Program policies vary widely across jurisdictions, but commonly include: 
· anonymous or “no questions asked” participation;
· financial or other incentives for participants; 
· partnerships with community organizations; 
· delivery of unwanted firearms to a secure location or requested firearm pick-up by program employees; and 
· the destruction of all relinquished items. 

Jurisdictions in King County have a history of both one-time firearm buy-back events and on-going firearm return programs. The City of Seattle first held a firearm buy-back event in 1992. Firearms were collected from 9am to 5pm during 6 working days between September 1st and 18th and a $50 voucher was provided to each participant who turned in a firearm, regardless of the number of firearms relinquished. A total of 1,172 firearms were collected over the course of the event.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1403522/pdf/pubhealthrep00059-0010.pdf] 


In 2013, the City of Seattle and King County held a one-day gun buy-back event which netted 716 firearms and saw $68,000 in gift cards distributed. Rifles, handguns and shotguns were eligible for up to $100 in gift cards, and assault weapons were eligible for up to $200.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2013/January/28GunBuyback.aspx;] 


Seattle’s Police Department (SPD) also offers on-going services including walk-in appointments to turn in any unwanted guns, ammunition or fireworks for destruction at each of its five precincts and officer pick-ups of rifles or long guns. The instructions for relinquishing an unwanted firearm are publicly available through SPD’s website.[footnoteRef:3] Outside of the specified gun-buy back events, however, the City of Seattle does not offer financial incentives for unwanted firearms relinquished to SPD.   [3:  https://www.seattle.gov/police/need-help/surrender-a-firearm;  ] 


In April of this year, the City of Kirkland approved a “Guns for Gift Cards” program. To participate, proof of Kirkland residency is required. However, police staff will visually check an address to confirm Kirkland residency, otherwise participation is anonymous. Visa gift cards preloaded with various amounts are offered based on the type and number of firearms relinquished. Firearms exchanged through this program that are not stolen or linked to other crimes are melted down as part of an annual firearm destruction process.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  https://www.kirklandwa.gov/Government/Departments/Police-Department/Community-Resources/Guns-for-Gift-Cards   ] 

The program is a continuing series of firearm buy-back events held at the Kirkland Justice Center and is funded by the firearm safety element of Police Prop 1, approved by Kirkland voters in 2018.[footnoteRef:5] The most recent program event was held on Saturday, June 25th where 45 participants relinquished 91 firearms in exchange for $11,375 in gift cards.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Enhanced Police Services and Community Safety Ballot Measure – City of Kirkland (kirklandwa.gov)]  [6:  https://www.kirklandwa.gov/Whats-Happening/News/KPD-Guns-for-Gift-Cards-Exchange-a-Success ] 

The King County Sheriff’s Office General Orders Manual (G.O.M.) includes policies and procedures that allow individuals to drop off unwanted weapons during normal business hours at KCSO locations equipped with secure evidence storage or another location upon an individual’s request and with a supervisor’s approval.[footnoteRef:7] According to KCSO, while all precincts and the Property Management Unit (PMU) have secure evidence storage, storefronts or contract city halls do not. Under current rules, an individual attempting to surrender a weapon at a facility without secure evidence storage would be directed to transport the weapon themselves to a KCSO precinct or the PMU. Once relinquished, all firearms are taken to the PMU for safe storage and held until they can be destroyed at a facility in Spokane, which, according to KCSO, generally occurs once or twice a year.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  G.O.M. 8.04.000 ]  [8:  KCSO has an industrial shredder which could be used for the disposal of unwanted firearms in its inventory, however this shredder has never been installed. KCSO estimates instillation would cost approximately $100,000. ] 


Unwanted ammunition is also accepted according to the Sheriff’s Office, though not explicitly stated in the G.O.M. However, since the PMU does not have a fire suppression system, surrendered ammunition must be transported to the Ravensdale Range or to another location to be destroyed by the Bomb Disposal Unit. 

KCSO does not currently provide any incentives, financial or otherwise, to County residents who relinquish unwanted firearms or ammunition to the Sheriff’s Office.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2022-0221 would request that the Executive assess the feasibility of establishing a year-round voluntary firearm and ammunition return program within the Sheriff’s Office. 

The program assessed by the Executive should include:

· A process by which any individual may relinquish any unwanted firearm or ammunition to any KCSO location at any time;

· A process by which an individual may request that a Sheriff’s Deputy or authorized KCSO employee retrieve unwanted firearms or ammunition from a specified location;

· The destruction or disposal of all unwanted firearms and ammunition voluntarily relinquished; and

· The provision of monetary or other incentives to encourage participation in the program.

The Proposed Motion further requests that the Executive assess whether the voluntary safe firearm and ammunition return program could be developed and implemented in collaboration with local jurisdictions throughout King County.

INVITED

· Jesse Anderson, Undersheriff, King County Sheriff’s Office
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