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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista 

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0174 
	Date:
	June 15, 2022 



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2022-0174 would confirm the reappointment of Anita Khandelwal as King County Public Defender. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2022-0174 would confirm the reappointment of Anita Khandelwal as King County Public Defender effective January 1, 2023. 

BACKGROUND 

In July 2018, the Executive appointed Ms. Khandelwal as interim King County Public Defender. On October 3, 2018, following the selection process outlined in King County Code[footnoteRef:1] and the County Charter[footnoteRef:2], the Executive announced the appointment of Anita Khandelwal as King County Public Defender and her appointment was confirmed by the King County Council on November 5, 2018[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  K.C.C. 2.60.026]  [2:  King County Charter (§350.20.61, §250.20.65)]  [3:  Motion 15242] 


King County Code (KCC) 2.60.026(D) specifies the term of the Public Defender is to end at the same time as the County Prosecutor. Ms. Khandelwal’s current term expires December 31, 2022. King County Code 2.60.026(D) authorizes the Executive to reappoint the Public Defender to additional four-year terms, subject to confirmation by the County Council. 

Education and Experience

Ms. Khandelwal received both her undergraduate degree and her law degree from Yale University, graduating with a B.A. degree in Anthropology and History in 1998 and a J.D. degree in 2005.

Ms. Khandelwal’s work experience is summarized below in reverse chronological order and is described in more detail in her resumé within the confirmation packet (Attachment 2):

· Director, Department of Public Defense, (July 2018 - present) Seattle, WA
· Deputy Director/Policy Director Department of Public Defense Seattle, WA (January 2016 to July 2016)
· Staff Attorney (July 2008 to December 2011) and Senior Attorney (July 2013 to January 2016) The Public Defender Association Seattle, WA
· Staff Attorney, Federal Defender for the Western District of Washington, (December 2011-July 2013) Seattle, WA
· Law Clerk, Honorable William Wayne Justice, Western District of Texas, Austin, TX (August 2007 to July 2008) 
· Civil Rights Fellow, Relman & Dane, PLLC Washington, D.C (September 2006 to August 2007) 
· Law Clerk, Honorable Dolores K. Sloviter, Third Circuit Court of Appeals, Philadelphia, PA (August 2005 to August 2006) 
· Summer Law Clerk, Altshuler, Berzon, Nussbaum, Rubin, and Demain San Francisco (May 2004 to July 2004)
· Legal Intern, ACLU Drug Law Reform Project Santa Cruz, CA (May 2003 to August 2004)

ANALYSIS

KCC 2.60.026(D) authorizes the Executive to reappoint the Public Defender to additional four-year terms, subject to confirmation by the County Council. Proposed Motion 2022-0174 is consistent with KCC 2.60.026.


AMENDMENT

Staff have prepared a technical amendment to insert the expiration date for the public defender’s term for clarity and consistency with King County Code 2.60.026 (D) which specifies the term of the public defender shall end at the same time as the term of the prosecutor. 


INVITED

· Anita Khandelwal, King County Public Defender, Department of Public Defense
· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget 
· Mina Hashemi, Director of Council Relations, Office of the King County Executive 



ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2022-0174 
2. Amendment 1
3. Transmittal Letter 
4. Confirmation packet
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