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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	7, 8 and 9 
	Name:
	Melissa Bailey 

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0130
2022-0132 
2022-0133
	Date:
	June 1, 2022



SUBJECT

Proposed Motions to confirm the Executive’s appointments of the following persons to the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission:
· Gul Siddiqi, who resides in Council District Three, for the remainder of a three-year term expiring September 30, 2024[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Proposed Motion 2022-0130] 

· Teclehaimanot Hiabu, who resides in Council District Five, for a partial term expiring September 30, 2022[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Proposed Motion 2022-0132] 

· Carlos Michel, who resides in Council District Nine, for the remainder of a three-year term expiring September 30, 2024[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Proposed Motion 2022-0133] 


BACKGROUND

In 2018, the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission was established by Ordinance 18653 (codified as King County chapter 2.78) to act as the focal point for connecting a broad group of stakeholders to identify, elevate and develop shared strategies and solutions, streamline and strengthen efforts, and bring more resources to the most pressing issues affecting immigrant and refugee communities. The Commission also focuses on understanding and addressing challenges faced by immigrant and refugee communities living in suburban cities and unincorporated areas of the county. A non-exhaustive list of the Commission’s duties is provided in K.C.C. 2.78.020.

The Commission is comprised of thirteen members and has the following requirements:
· A diversity of members reflecting a range of ethnicities, professional backgrounds, socioeconomic status and places of origin to reflect the diversity of the county's immigrant and refugee communities;
· All members must be residents of King County;
· All members shall demonstrate active and engaged civic participation in one or more immigrant and refugee communities and be well versed on the issues affecting those communities;
· Membership shall reflect gender diversity;
· At least six members shall be from suburban cities or unincorporated areas;
· At least three members shall have had personal experiences as a refugee or asylee from any location worldwide;
· Membership shall represent a range of age groups, including persons representing youth issues;
· At least five members shall represent and be appointed by an immigrant-led organization serving immigrant communities and of these representatives at least three members shall represent and be appointed by a small grass-roots community-based organization that has an annual budget of less than two-hundred fifty thousand dollars, that supports the needs of distinct immigrant and refugee communities and is composed predominantly of members of those communities;
· At least one member should have familiarity with King County government, systems and agencies; and
· Persons representing faith-based organizations are encouraged to apply.

Additionally, the Commission may include four nonvoting members who shall be community leaders actively engaged with local government, business or philanthropic organizations, and add value to the commission and raise its visibility and capacity through their expertise, relationships, and networks.

Per county code, appointments to the Commission are subject to Council confirmation. Approval of the proposed motions would fulfill this requirement.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION[footnoteRef:5] [5:  In addition to application materials, appointee information was gathered from their biographies on the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission website and from Commission staff.] 


Appointee Gul Siddiqi. Proposed Motion 2022-0130 would confirm the appointment of Gul Siddiqi, who resides in Council District Three, for the remainder of a three-year term expiring September 30, 2024. As stated in her application materials, Ms. Siddiq has a history of working with immigrant and refugee communities. In Arizona, she served as the regional manager for Helping Hand for Relief and Development, an international humanitarian organization whose work later expanded to Utah and New Mexico. While there, Ms. Siddiqi received the Refugee Champion Award from the State of Arizona's Department of Economic Security. In 2020, she relocated from Arizona to Washington and is currently working as a development manager for the International Rescue Committee. Ms. Siddiqi is serving on the Commission as an individual.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ms. Siddiqi's application notes she is applying for a seat representing a small grassroots community-based organization; however, executive staff have confirmed she is serving as an individual. ] 

Appointee Teclehaimanot Hiabu. Proposed Motion 2022-0132 would confirm the appointment of Teclehaimanot Hiabu, who resides in Council District Five, for a partial term expiring September 30, 2022. As noted in his application materials, Mr. Haibu works as a family support specialist at Open Doors for Multicultural Families in the city of Kent. He serves Amharic, Tigrinya, and Swahili speaking families and has a particular focus on services and resources for immigrants and refugees living with disabilities. According to his resume, Mr. Hiabu served as a secondary school teacher for over two decades as well as the director of research and human resource development for the Ministry of Education in Eritrea. He has a background in research and statistical analysis and holds a master's degree in education and development from the University of Bristol. Mr. Hiabu is serving on the Commission as an individual.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Mr. Hiabu's application notes he is applying for a seat representing a small grassroots community-based organization; however, executive staff have confirmed he is serving as an individual.] 


Appointee Carlos Michel. Proposed Motion 2022-0133 would confirm the appointment of Carlos Michel, who resides in Council District Nine, for the remainder of a three-year term expiring September 30, 2024. Raised in the city of Renton, Mr. Michel is currently a senior at Hazen High School where he serves on the Associated Student Body (ASB) Executive Board as the ASB parliamentarian. He will be attending Seattle Pacific University to study nursing. Nominated by Alimentando al Pueblo, Mr. Michel is serving on the Commission as an organizational representative.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Alimentando al Pueblo is a community-based organization with an annual budget larger than $250,000. ] 


ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements of county code.

INVITED 

· Gul Siddiqi, Appointee to the Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Teclehaimanot Hiabu, Appointee to the Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Carlos Michel, Appointee to the Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Cheryse Ishii, OESJ, Staff Liaison the Immigrant and Refugee Commission

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2022-0130
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Proposed Motion 2022-0132
4. Transmittal Letter
5. Proposed Motion 2022-0133
6. Transmittal Letter
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