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Metropolitan King County Council
Regional Water Quality Committee


STAFF REPORT
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	8
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	Mike Reed
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	Date:
	May 4, 2022



SUBJECT

Responses to committee inquiries and to the County Auditor’s Management Letter relative to the Clean Water Plan wastewater system planning project.  

SUMMARY

The Regional Water Quality Committee posited a number of inquiries regarding the now-paused Clean Water Plan in October 2021; the County Auditor’s Office also prepared a Management Letter that raised additional issue areas.  Responses have been prepared for the Committee’s consideration, and are provided as an attachment to this mailing. 

BACKGROUND

In mid-2019, the Executive initiated The Clean Water Plan wastewater system planning project with an outreach effort to regional stakeholders; that was followed by a focus on Decision Areas, Actions, and Strategies, intended to lead to a Preferred Strategy.  Over the past several years, the Regional Water Quality Committee has been briefed regularly on the status of the planning effort, and has been engaged through workshops, outreach to elected officials, and other means.

At the October 2021 meeting of the Committee, the Executive invited RWQC committee members to offer input or identify questions regarding the planning process, issues and direction.  The October 6, 2021 staff report prepared by committee staff that records those questions from committee members is included as Attachment A.

At that same meeting, the County Auditor’s Office presented a Management Letter that it had prepared, addressing issues regarding the Clean Water Plan planning process.  That Management Letter is included as Attachment B.

At the October 2021 meeting, committee members requested written responses to the member questions and the Auditor’s Management Letter.  

In December 2021, the Executive announced a “pause” to the Clean Water Plan planning process, to allow time to “consider feedback we’ve received to date, and the status of two major regulatory efforts” that have significant policy and financial implications for the wastewater system—the Nutrients General Permit, and negotiations on the CSO Consent Decree.  That “pause” continues; there has not been an announcement as to when the process will be restarted.  

The Executive has prepared written responses to the committee inquiries and the Auditor’s Management Letter, as requested.  They are included as Attachment C.

The agency does not anticipate presenting a prepared briefing walking through each of the responses.  Agency leadership and planning staff will be available to frame the topic and respond to questions.  Members are invited to review the responses, and identify any additional questions or comments generated by the responses provided.

INVITED
· Kamuron Gurol, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division
· Tiffany Knapp, Clean Water Plan Project Manager, WTD
· Steve Tolzman, Clean Water Plan Project Manager, WTD

ATTACHMENTS

1. Attachment A:  RWQC Staff Report summarizing committee inquiries, October 6, 2021
2. Attachment B:  King County Auditor’s Office Management Letter on Clean Water Plan, September 30, 2021
3. Attachment C:  Executive Responses to Committee Inquiries and Auditor’s Office Management Letter

Sample Table Format:

Unsheltered and Sheltered Count

	Year
	Unsheltered
	Emergency Shelter & Transitional Housing
	Combined Total

	2008
	2,631
	5,808
	8,439

	2009
	2,827
	6,134
	8,961

	2010
	2,759
	6,178
	8,937

	2011
	2,442
	6,382
	8,824

	2012
	2,594
	6,236
	8,830

	2013
	2,736
	6,326
	9,062

	2014
	3,123
	TBD
	TBD




One Night Count Summary, January 2014

	
	TOTAL

	Men
	944

	Women
	213

	Gender Unknown
	1,942

	Minor (under 18)
	24

	TOTAL
	3,123






image1.png
kil

King County




