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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:  

Establish new District Court fees as authorized by Revised Code of Washington
SUMMARY:
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2008-0572 BACKGROUND:  

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 26.50.060(1)(g) authorizes superior court and district court to levy administrative court costs and service fees on respondents in domestic violence prevention proceedings.  2008-0572 establishes a $63 administrative court and services fee which can be levied on domestic violence prevention proceedings.  These fees would be levied on a respondent at the discretion of the court.
In 2008, District Court estimates that these fees would have been levied on approximately 400 cases.  For 2009, District Court is estimating this fee would generate approximately $5,000.
2008-0579 BACKGROUND:  

RCW 46.63.110(4) authorizes a local legislative body to set a penalty, up to $25.00 for failure to respond to parking-related infraction notices.  2008-0579 establishes a $25 “Failure to Respond” fee related to parking infractions.  The rate of this fee is the same as other “Failure to Respond” fee in King County courts.
District Court estimates that these fees would be levied and collected upon 1,000 infractions, which would translate to $25,000 in 2009.
ANALYSIS:
The adoption of these fees maximizes the financial collection capacity provided for by the State.  Combined, establishment of these fees represents an estimated $30,000 in fees to cover expenses that would otherwise be funded through general fund appropriations.
Legal counsel has recommended technical and title amendments to both of these ordinances.
REASONABLENESS:

Establishment of these new fees would constitute a reasonable business decision.
INVITED:
Bob Cowan, Office of Management and Budget
Peggy Bednared, King County District Court
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0572

2. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0572
3. Striking S1 to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0572

4. Title Amendment T1 to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0572

5. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0579

6. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0579

7. Striking S1 to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0579

8. Title Amendment T1 to Proposed Ordinance 2008-0579


