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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	10
	Date:
	April 17, 2007

	Ordinance No.:
	2007-0169
	Prepared by:
	Rick Bautista

	Attending:
	Paul Reitenbach, DDES


Subject:  An ordinance relating to businesses offering specialty services for animals in the Rural and Urban Reserve zones and in the commercial and industrial zones.
Background:  
As part of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update, the Council updated Policy E-106 and added Policy E-107 directing the Executive to complete a Rural Economic Development Strategy.  The adopting ordinance for the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update further directed that the Rural Economic Development Study be completed and transmitted to the Council by December 31, 2005. 

The Rural Economic Strategies report was transmitted to the council in November 2005.  In early September 2006, the executive transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2006-0407 to implement the recommendations of that report, during the final stages of the council’s review of proposed amendments for the 2006 KCCP Update.

The full council received an executive briefing on the Rural Economic Strategies Report, as well as, at a late-September 2006, Committee-of-the-Whole meeting in Carnation.   At that meeting, council received testimony both for and against certain provisions of Proposed Ordinance 2006-0407, which are summarized below:

· Retail Nurseries - Creates a separate category for retail nurseries and would allow them as permitted uses in the rural zones with the retail sales area limited to 3,500 square feet.  

· Agricultural Product Sales - Allow the floor area devoted to sales of agricultural products to be up to 3,500 square feet as a permitted use.  

· Manufacturing of Food and Kindred Products - Allows the floor area devoted to agricultural processing to be up to 3,500 square feet as a permitted use.  On agriculture zoned properties 35 acres or larger, this limit is increased to 7,000 square feet.  

· Wineries and Breweries - Brings the winery and brewery provisions to be in line with the manufacturing requirements for other agricultural products.

NOTE:  The above production and sales area limits do not apply if the activity takes place in a King County designated historic building.  

· Farmworker Housing - Increases the number farm worker housing units (currently 2) based on the size of the farm and eliminates the requirement that the farmer also live on the farm.

· Animal Specialty Service - Allow animal services, such as dog day care and animal shelters, as a stand-alone business in the rural area through a conditional use permit.  Smaller day cares for dogs as a home occupation will continue to be allowed as a permitted use.

· Forestry Thinning - Allows forest thinning within aquatic areas, wetlands, steep slopes and in wildlife areas without imposing a six-year moratorium on development, provided the thinning is consistent with a conversion option harvest plan or a county approved forest management plan.  

As part of the council approval of the 2007 Budget (Ordinance 15652), the council attached the following provision to the budget for the Office of Business Relations and Economic Development:
P1 PROVIDED THAT: 

Of this appropriation, $38,324 shall be expended only for urban unincorporated economic development coordination staff efforts. The executive shall submit to council a report, by April 1, 2007, containing proposed rural economic development policy amendments for consideration in the 2008 update of the Comprehensive Plan. The report on updated rural economic development policies should reflect the rural economic development strategies the executive has developed. 

The proposed report must be filed in the form of 11 copies with the clerk of the council, who will retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the lead staff of the growth management and natural resources committee, or its successor. 

Staff notes that such a report has not been received nor has an extension of the deadline been requested by the executive.  However, it is noted that the Scoping Motion (2007-0153) adopted by council on April 9th identifies the update of policies related to economic development in the Rural Areas, as one of the issues to be addressed for the 2008 KCCP Update. 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2007-0169:

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0153 is of a substantially limited scale, when compared to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0407, because it contains only the portion of the latter legislation relating to animal specialty services.

The effect of this change would allow for a broader range of stand-alone businesses, related to meeting the needs of animals, within the Rural (Rural) and Urban Reserve (UR) zones through an approved conditional use permit and within commercial or industrial zones (i.e. NB, CB, RB, O and I) as uses permitted outright. 

The proposed ordinance does not contain a new definition for this term, rather relying upon the text contained within an activity group described in the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Manual, 1987.  The text from the Manual for this activity group is as follows:

0752 Animal Specialty Services, Except Veterinary

Establishments primarily engaged in performing services, except veterinary, for pets, equines, and other animal specialties. Establishments primarily engaged in performing services other than veterinary for cattle, hogs, sheep, goats, and poultry are classified in Industry 0751. Establishments primarily engaged in training racehorses are classified in Services, Industry 7948. 

· Animal shelters 

· Artificial insemination services: animal specialties 

· Boarding horses 

· Boarding kennels 

· Breeding of animals, other than cattle hogs, sheep, goats, and poultry 

· Dog grooming 

· Dog pounds 

· Honey straining on the farm 

· Pedigree record services for pets and other animal specialties 

· Showing of pets and other animal specialties 

· Training horses, except racing 

· Training of pets and other animal specialties 

· Vaccinating pets and other animal specialties, except by veterinarians

NOTE:  The Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code Manual 1987 is a document produced by the federal Office of Management and Budget.  The SIC Code Manual defines industries in accordance with the composition and structure of the economy and covers the entire field of economic activities.
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