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SUBJECT

A motion related to the Lower Duwamish Waterway cleanup and the health of communities adjacent to the waterway as the final cleanup plan is designed and implemented. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2015-0167 acknowledges the degradation of the Lower Duwamish Waterway due to historical industrial uses in the area and the varied communities of people who live, work and fish along the waterway who potentially will be impacted by the cleanup of the waterway.  It cites King County’s efforts and investments over the last fourteen years (with the Lower Duwamish Waterway Group) to complete investigation and feasibility studies and conduct early action cleanups.  And, it highlights King County’s current priority to complete combined sewer overflow control projects that discharge to the waterway and participate in the Green/Duwamish Watershed Strategy[footnoteRef:1].    [1:  This is a King County and Seattle effort to work with community leaders, planners, and businesses to coordinate the work already being done by local, state, and federal agencies to manage toxic-site clean-ups, habitat restoration, salmon recovery, flood control and stormwater infrastructure, open space preservation, and economic development in the greater Green/Duwamish watershed. ] 


Within this context, the proposed motion encourages additional efforts by King County departments as the waterway cleanup planning moves to the next phase.  These efforts include:

· Considering equity and social justice factors when they are participating with other agencies in the final remedial design for the cleanup of contaminated sediments.    
· Supporting appropriate technologies for the cleanup and continued efforts at source control to reduce/eliminate contaminants entering the river; and
· Coordinating with Seattle when considering on-going projects and services for resident, tribal and fishing communities, including studying the feasibility of an interagency fund to improve community health.  
BACKGROUND

The Lower Duwamish Waterway Superfund site is the last 5.5 mile stretch of the Duwamish River that flows into Elliott Bay.  The waterway is flanked by industrial uses as well as the South Park and Georgetown neighborhoods.  

A legacy of chemical pollution is present in the Lower Duwamish Waterway sediments at the river’s bottom. This pollution came from many sources, including industries along the waterway and stormwater runoff from upland activities, streets, and roads. Most of the pollution is historical, from times before modern pollution controls were in place.

King County has been a partner in the Lower Duwamish Waterway Group (LDWG) with the City of Seattle, the Port of Seattle, and The Boeing Company since 2000, prior to the Superfund listing in 2001. LDWG has worked with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) for more than 13 years to study the contamination in the waterway, evaluate cleanup options, and protect the community with early cleanup actions.

After the many years of scientific studies and early action efforts by LDWG, the EPA released a “Proposed Plan” of cleanup in February 2013 that considered a range of alternatives and a preferred alternative.  EPA then released its Record of Decision (ROD) in December 2014 prescribing a “remedy” or cleanup plan for the remaining contamination in the waterway, including long-term monitoring to assess the success of the remedy in achieving cleanup goals.  

When EPA released its proposed cleanup plan, three partner organizations, the University of Washington’s School of Public Health, Just Health Action and the Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition/Technical Advisory Group (EPA’s designated community advisory group), conducted a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) to understand the potential impacts of the cleanup on vulnerable populations whose health and well-being might be affected by the cleanup. The final HIA contained recommendations for EPA and local governments and agencies regarding optimization of a cleanup plan and complementary activities that could be beneficial to surrounding communities.

ANALYSIS

The next phase following the ROD is the development of the Remedial Design (RD) for the Superfund site cleanup where the technical specifications for cleanup remedies and technologies are designed.  The ROD calls for “continuing to engage the community throughout remedial design and implementation of the cleanup, including convening an advisory group as a means for the affected community and local agencies to work together on mitigating the impacts of the cleanup on the affected community.”

Proposed Motion 2015-0167 builds upon that mandate and some of the HIA recommendations and suggests ways for King County to coordinate with the City of Seattle, EPA, other agencies and the community advisory group utilizing a perspective of equity and social justice when considering the specifics of the remedial design and its implementation.  

The following is a summary of the actions that would be recommended by the Council by Proposed Motion 2015-0167.  In Section A, the motion:

1. Encourages analysis of equity and social justice factors during the development of a remedial design that best protects the health of the communities in proximity of the Lower Duwamish Waterway;
2. Expects county representatives to work with advisory groups, community members and other local governments to a) mitigate unanticipated impacts of the cleanup and b) promote opportunities for community benefits, such as identified in the HIA; and asks EPA to report annually on the efforts of the advisory group’s engagement of the community; 
3. Encourages EPA and potentially responsible parties to use appropriate technologies for the cleanup, based on a waterway use survey and any reevaluation of the potential recovery methodologies as the final remedial design is completed; and 
4. Encourages King County’s continued participation in source control efforts consistent with the draft plan developed by King County.
In Section B, the motion:
1. Encourages continued involvement in the Green/Duwamish Watershed Strategy, including application of an equity and social justice lens (or perspective) to foster greater cooperation between affected communities, non-profits, businesses and governmental agencies to address new and on-going pollution sources;
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]a.	Requests the interdepartmental team comprised of Department of Natural Resources and Parks and Public Health, with the support of King County’s Office of Equity and Social Justice, to identify projects and services that serve the communities in the Duwamish River Valley and to coordinate efforts with the City of Seattle’s interdepartmental team;
b. Requests the same King County interdepartmental team (working with other agencies) to explore the feasibility of creating an interagency fund to improve community health in the valley, as a complement to Seattle’s Duwamish River Opportunity Fund; and
c. Requests the same King County interdepartmental team to provide a report to the Council on these coordination efforts with Seattle by January 30, 2016. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0167 

INVITED

· Sarah Ogier, Senior Strategy & Policy Planner, Wastewater Treatment Division
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