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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT
	AGENDA ITEM:
	5
	DATE:
	September 19, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0399
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:   
Proposed Motion 2002-0399 approves 64 projects for the King County 
Cultural Education Program.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2002-0399 approves project funding recommendations for the Cultural Education Program. The Cultural Education Program awards grants to artists, historians and cultural organizations to integrate cultural education projects
 into an existing school curriculum. Pursuant to county code, grant funds must be used for direct costs for education programs, including fees for artists or heritage specialists, experts in cultural education and performing arts organizations. This program is the region’s only curriculum-based arts and heritage education program. Council adoption of this motion approves 64 arts and heritage projects totaling $406,662.  

Eighty-three (83) applications were submitted requesting more than $835,000. Two peer review panels ranked the applications according to project quality, feasibility, strength of curriculum integration, and project impact. Applications which addressed ethnic and geographic diversity or special needs populations received additional consideration.  The Arts Commission and the Landmarks and Heritage Commission approved the panels’ recommendations and forwarded them to the Executive for recommendation and to the Council for review and approval. 

Program funding is provided through the Cultural Development Fund, a special revenue fund generated by a two percent excise tax on hotel-motel room charges. The $6.5 million appropriated in 2002 will fund four annual cultural programs
: 1) Cultural Facilities; 2) Special Projects; 3) Cultural Education; and Sustained Support. 

CULTURAL EDUCATION PROGRAM Highlights:

· 64 projects totaling $406,662 
· Projects located in all 13 council districts
· 53 arts projects totaling $328,002 including:
· $20,000 to Seattle Repertory Theatre for the “Staged Reading” project; a collaboration between the Rep and Seattle Children’s Theatre, Seattle Shakespeare Company and Book-It Repertory Theatre.
· 11 heritage projects totaling $78,660 including:
· $8,000 to the Delridge Neighborhood Development Association to develop curriculum materials about the history of the Delridge neighborhood.
ELIGIBILITY:  Pursuant to county code, eligible applicants include independent artists and heritage specialists; arts, heritage and cultural organizations; and public agencies other than schools or school districts which are exempted by state law. Applicants must demonstrate experience in successfully implementing cultural education programs in K-12 classrooms. All applicants are required to submit proposals developed jointly with a King County public school or school district.  Projects must serve King County-based public schools or school districts.

CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS: The county and each individual or organization receiving funds enter into a contract that governs the disbursement of the grant allocation. Grant funds are typically reimbursed in phases after the recipient provides OCR with a project schedule, curriculum outline, an invoice for project expenses, project evaluation forms and a final report of project activities. The contract also contains a provision requesting grant recipients to notify OCR in advance of project activities including classes, workshops, exhibitions or performances.  Last year, $7,000 was approved for an on-site evaluation panel for arts projects. Additionally, prominent acknowledgment of the Arts Commission or the Landmarks and Heritage Commission and Hotel/Motel Tax Revenues in all publicity and promotional materials such as brochures, press releases, programs, posters, public service announcements, flyers and advertisements is required. 
ATTENDEES:  

Jim Kelly, Manager, Office of Cultural Resources

Charles Payton, Community Museum Advisor, Office of Cultural Resources

Charlie Rathbun, Arts Coordinator, Office of Cultural Resources

Holly Taylor, Cultural Resources Specialist, Office of Cultural Resources

GUESTS:

Elissa Lines, Development Director, Museum of Flight 
Mikala Woodward, Executive Director, Rainier Valley Historical Society

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Summary List 2002 Cultural Education Projects by Council District

2. Proposed Motion 2002-0399 with attachments

3. Executive’s transmittal letter

� Arts projects include: dance, drama/theatre, music, visual arts, literary arts, media arts, performing arts, interdisciplinary arts, traditional, folk and ethnic arts.  Heritage projects relate to King County history and include: indigenous, immigrant and ethnic history, traditional cultures, folklore, archaeology and historic preservation.


� This appropriation also includes expenditures for administration, debt service and the 40% contribution to the cultural endowment.
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