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	Name
	Kendall Moore

	Proposed Ordinance:
	2007-0464 Rural Public Infrastructure Facilities
	Date:
	September 18, 2007


REVISED
(CHANGING THE DATE OF THE PUBLIC HEARING, REMOVING THE ATTACHMENTS AND INVITEES)  
Subject:   An ordinance adding a new section to K.C.C. 21A.06 defining Rural Public Infrastructure Facilities and amending K.C.C. 21A.08.100 to conditionally permit such Facilities in the Rural Residential zone.    
Background:   The Roads Division currently operates 21 sites throughout the County as material stockpiling and/or maintenance yards.  Of these 21 sites, 3 also provide for sand and gravel extraction.  Parks operates maintenance headquarters in six King County parks where materials are stored, and from which crews and equipment are dispatched to service parks, sports fields, natural areas and trails in the respective services areas.  At the Marymoor shop, sand, rock and other construction materials are also stored.  Parks also operates a maintenance headquarters at the Soos Creek Shop Complex in Kent and a green house and nursery in Maple Valley.   
In June of this year, the Council passed Ordinance 15856, which authorized the Executive to enter into direct negotiations with the Yarrow Bay Company to acquire the privately-owned “Icy Creek” properties along the Green River Gorge area in partial exchange for the County-owned Summit Pit Road Maintenance Facility situated on land in the Rural Area but completely surrounded by incorporated Maple Valley.  Summit Pit serves many functions for the Roads Division for Southeast King County, including as a maintenance yard and office, material storage, sand and gravel extraction, materials processing and soils recycling.  Under the current King County Code, the County would be prohibited from establishing a new material storage/maintenance facility with these multiple functions in any but an industrial zoned area.  As industrial zoned land in the Rural Area is limited, this limits the County's ability to adapt to the changing needs of, and to efficiently provide parks, roads and other infrastructure services to, the Rural Area.
This restriction came to light when the Executive began exploring potential sites for relocating the Summit Pit Road Maintenance Facility.  As a result of the search efforts, the Executive has concluded that recreating the Summit Pit operations in the Rural Area, let alone in Southeast King County, is prohibited by current code. 
In keeping with the County's move to become largely a regional and rural service provider, its focus is toward servicing roads and parks in the Rural Area, and its regional trails. This Ordinance is designed to ensure that as the existing facilities age or needs change, the County will have the flexibility to consolidate various operations at maintenance yards in the Rural Area.  
The proposed Ordinance allows this consolidation so that one facility could provide, in addition to materials storage and maintenance operations, multiple other functions, including vactor waste receiving, soil recycling, materials processing, and limited sand and gravel extraction, with the potential of powering these functions with onsite renewable energy sources (solar panels and wind turbines).  
Following public notice and a hearing, DDES has received no public comment on this proposed code amendment.
ORDINANCE Summary:  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0464 proposes to:

· Add Rural Public Infrastructure Facilities as a defined term K.C.C. 21A.06, wherein a public agency can operate a facility primarily for the maintenance of roads, parks, regional trails and other infrastructure located outside the UGA.   

· The permitted uses of the facility to include: maintenance yard, office, materials processing facilities, vactor waste receiving, limited sand and gravel extraction up to 40,000 yds/year, renewable energy generation (solar panels and wind turbines).  
· Amend the Regional Land Uses table, found at K.C.C. 21A.08.100, to conditionally permit these Facilities.
· The permit conditions include: minimum size of 10 acres (unless a re-use of an existing yard), levels of landscaping between (a) stockpiling and adjacent residential property and (b) office and parking lots and adjacent residential property, structural setbacks, and prohibition of the use of residential streets unless the facility is a re-use of an existing yard.  
TIMELINESS:  This proposed Ordinance requires a 30 day advertising period for public hearing.  If this proposed Ordinance is moved out of committee, the public hearing will be scheduled for October 22, 2007. 
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