KING COUNTY CODE

Chapter 12.68

NO SHOOTING AREAS
12.68.010 Petitions to create or dissolve no shooting areas.

A. Petitions requesting the King County council to create a no shooting area or dissolve an existing no-shooting area shall be filed with the clerk of the King County council. Petitions shall contain the signatures of at least ten elector-residents of each voting precinct in the area under consideration. A map and legal description of the area shall be included with the petitions.

B. After petition signatures have been verified by the King County records and elections division,

the King County council shall set a date of hearing. Legal notice of the hearing shall be published once in the official county newspaper and once in a newspaper of general circulation within the proposed area, at least ten days prior to the hearing.

C. If the King County council finds the formation or dissolution of the petitioned area to be beneficial to the public health, safety and general welfare, it shall establish such a no shooting area by ordinance. The council shall consider, but is not limited to, the location, terrain and surrounding land-use of the petitioned

area. (Ord. 1454 §§ 1 - 3, 1972).

12.68.020 Violations - Misdemeanor - Penalty - Arrest. A. Any person carrying a firearm in a "No Shooting Area," under circumstances which manifest intent to discharge or which indicates that such firearm has been discharged in a "No Shooting Area," is guilty of a misdemeanor. Among those circumstances which may be considered in determining such intent are the following:

1. Type of firearm;

2. Manner in which firearm is being carried;

3. Whether or not the firearm is capable of discharge;

4 Information concerning the discharge of a firearm within the prior two hours.

B. The first offense for violation of this chapter constitutes a civil penalty not to exceed one hundred dollars. Consecutive offenses are punishable, upon conviction, by a fine not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars or by confinement in the county jail for a period of not more than ninety days.

C. Any police officer having information to support a reasonable belief that a person has committed a violation of this chapter, involving physical harm or threats of harm to any person or property and by a firearm, has the authority to arrest the person. (Ord. 1498 §§ 1 - 3, 1973).

12.68.030 Unincorporated King county where not designated as a "no shooting" area. In all

areas of King County not designated by ordinance as "no shooting" areas, except when a person is on his own property or has written permission from the owner, and the discharge of such weapons and the trajectory of any projectile is restricted to said property, it is unlawful to discharge a firearm within five hundred feet of any building capable of being occupied by people or domestic animals or used for storage of flammable or combustible materials or trails used for hiking, biking, or horseback riding, and designated as such in the county comprehensive plan; provided, that the above-referenced distance shall not be less than two hundred fifty feet when the firearm being discharged is a shotgun. (Ord. 4691 § 1, 1980).

12.68.040 Citizens may petition to use firearms in "no shooting" areas at certain times. In

areas designated "no shooting" by ordinances, citizens may petition (according to the provisions of Section 12.68.010) to allow the use of firearms during lawful open hunting seasons, during stated periods of time as established by the Washington State Game Commission. (Ord. 4691 § 2, 1980).
