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Table of Contents:

Delete the Table of Contents and replace it with the attached.  

Chapter 1, Regional Growth Management Planning: 

On page 1-6, delete policy RP-108 and replace it with the revised policy RP-108 attached.

On page 1-9, delete policy RP-204 and replace it with the revised policy RP-204 attached.

Chapter 2, Urban Communities: 

On page 2-6, delete policy U-106 and replace it with the revised policy U-106 attached.

On page 2-30, after the heading " Urban Separators and the Four-to-One Program" delete the paragraph and replace with the attached. 

Chapter 3, Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands:

Delete all the text and headers starting on page 3-1 through the middle of page 3-2, until the heading "Resource Lands" and replace with the attached.  

On page 3-4, renumber "R-101" to "R-102".  

On page 3-5, renumber "R-102" to "R-103".  

Delete all the text and headers starting on page 3-6 after the heading "II.  Rural Designation" through the end of policy R-204 in the middle of page 3-8 and replace with the attached. 

Starting on page 3-8, renumber the remaining policies in section II of Chapter 3 consecutively and correct any internal references.

On page 3-13, delete the paragraph preceding policy R-211 and replace with the attached. 

On page 3-14, delete policy R-214 and replace it with the revised policy R-214 attached.

On page 3-15, delete from the second paragraph under the heading "A.  Rural Growth Forecast" through the end of policy R-301 and replace them with the revised text and policy R-301 attached.

On page 3-16, delete the paragraph after policy R-302, and replace it with the revised paragraph attached. 

On page 3-17, delete the paragraph after policy R-304, and replace it with the revised paragraph attached. 

On page 3-18, delete policy R-309, and replace it with the revised policy R-309 attached. 

Starting on page 3-20, delete policies R-312, R-313, R-314 and R-315 and replace them with the revised policies attached. 

On page 3-23, delete policies R-321 and R-322 and the text and heading between these policies and replace with the revisions attached. 

Starting on page 3-24, delete policies R-324 and 325 and the paragraph following policy R-325 and replace them with the revisions attached. 

On page 3-25, delete policy R-326, and replace it with the revised policy R-326 attached.

On page 3-27, delete policy R-334, and replace it with the revised policy R-334 attached.

On page 3-29, delete policy R-403, and replace it with the revised policy R-403 attached.

On page 3-30, delete the two paragraphs below the heading "V.  Rural Commercial Centers" and replace them with revised paragraphs attached.

On page 3-32, delete the paragraph that precedes policy R-504 and replace it with the revised paragraph attached.  

On page 3-32, delete policy R-506 and replace it with the revised policy R-506 attached. 

On page 3-33, delete the paragraph preceding policy R-507 and replace it with the attached. 

On page 3-34, after the heading "C.  Cities in the Rural Area" delete the three paragraphs, policy R-510 and that portion of R-511 through the end of subpart a. of that policy and replace them with the revisions attached. 

On page 3-37, delete the first full paragraph and replace it with the revised paragraph attached.  

On page 3-38, after the heading "A. Ensuring Conservation and Preservation of Resource Lands" delete the first three paragraphs and replaced with them with the revised paragraphs attached. 

Starting on page 3-41, delete the last paragraph and replace it with the revised paragraph attached.

On page 3-42, delete policy R-612 and the paragraph that precedes it and replace them with the revisions attached.

Starting on page 3-47, delete the last paragraph and replace it with the revised paragraph attached. 

Chapter 4, Environment:

Starting on page 4-1, delete the second and third paragraph and replace them with the revised paragraphs attached.

On page 4-7, delete policy E-104 and replace it with the revised policy E-104 attached.

On page 4-50, delete policy E-444 and replace it with the revised policy E-444 attached.

On page 4-53, delete the second paragraph of the three paragraphs between policies E-452 and E-453 and replace it with the revised paragraph attached.

On page 4-67, delete the first paragraph after the heading "4.  Groundwater Resources" and replace it with the revised paragraph attached.  

On page 4-72, delete the paragraph that precedes policy E-499f and replace it with the revised paragraph attached. 

Chapter 6, Parks, Open Space and Cultural Resources: 

Starting on page 6-5, delete policy P-109 and replace it with the revised policy P-109 attached. 

Chapter 7, Transportation:

On page 7-2, delete the second bullet in the listing of the second full paragraph and replaced it with the revised bullet attached. 

Starting on page 7-10, delete the last paragraph and replaced it with the revised paragraph attached.

On page 7-11, delete the third full paragraph and replace it with the revised paragraph attached. 

On page 7-13, delete policy T-208 and replace it with the revised policy T-208 attached.
On page 7-14, delete policy T-210 and replace it with the revised policy T-210 attached.

On page 7-15, delete the first paragraph under the heading" G.  Level of Services Standards" and replace it with the revised paragraph attached.

On page 7-21, delete policy T-236 and replace it with the revised policy T-236 attached.

On page 7-22, delete policy T-241 and replace it with the revised policy T-241 attached.

Chapter 8, Services, Facilities and Utilities:

On page 8-5, delete the one-sentence paragraph after the heading " B.  Urban and Rural Services" and replace it with the revised one-sentence paragraph attached.   

On page 8-12, delete the first paragraph after the heading" B.  Water Supply" and replace it with the revised paragraph attached. 

On page 8-14, delete policy F-233 and replace it with the revised policy F-233 attached. 

On page 8-16, delete policy F-239 and replace it with the revised policy F-239 attached. 

On page 8-24, delete policy F-260 and replace it with the revised policy F-260 attached.

On page 8-24, delete policy F-262 and replace it with the revised policy F-262 attached.

On page 8-25, delete policy F-264 and replace it with the revised policy F-264 attached.

On page 8-56, delete policy F-351 and replace it with the revised policy F-351 attached.
Chapter 9, Economic Development: 

On page 9-17, after the heading "VI.  The Rural Economy" delete the third paragraph and replaced it with the revised paragraph attached. 

Starting on page 9-18, delete policies ED-601 and ED-602 and replace them with the revised versions attached. 

Glossary:

On page G-22, delete the heading and the definition for "Rural Area (See also Rural Zoning)" and replace them with the attached.

On page G-22, delete the definition for "Rural Cities" and replace it with the revised definition attached. 

On page G-25, between the definitions for "Rural Growth" and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers," insert the attached definition for "Rural Land." 

On page G-25, delete the heading and the definition for "Rural Zoning" and replace with the revised heading and definition attached.

On page G-26, delete the definition for "Traditional Rural Development" and replace it with the revised definition attached.
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Glossary
G-1
Map Amendments
MA-1

RP-108
The Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map is adopted as part of this plan.  It depicts the Urban Growth Area, Urban Growth Boundary, ((Rural Area,)) rural and ((R))resource ((L))lands and other land uses.  The Land Use Map at the end of this chapter generally represents the official Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map

RP-204
Functional plans for facilities and services should:

a.
Be consistent with the comprehensive plan and subarea and neighborhood plans;

b.
Define required service levels for the Urban Growth Area((,)) and Rural Area ((and Resource Lands));
c.
Provide standards for location, design and operation of public facilities and services;

d.
Specify adequate, stable and equitable methods of pay for public facilities and services;

e.
Be the basis for scheduling needed facilities and services through capital improvement programs; and

f.
Plan for maintenance of existing facilities.

U-106
Most population and employment growth should locate in the contiguous Urban Growth Area in western King County, especially in cities and their Potential Annexation Areas.  Cities in the ((r))Rural ((a))Area should accommodate growth in accordance with adopted growth targets.

The Countywide Planning Policies call for the county and cities to implement urban separators.  Different from the Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands, these are low-density areas within the Urban Growth Area that create open space corridors, provide a visual contrast to continuous development and reinforce the unique identities of communities.  Urban separators can play a significant role in preserving environmentally critical areas and in providing habitat for fish and wildlife.  They also provide recreational benefits, such as parks and trails, and meet the Growth Management Act's requirement for greenbelts and open space in the Urban Growth Area.  Urban Separators are mapped on the Land Use ((2008)) 2012 map ((in)) at the end of Chapter 1.
CHAPTER 3

RURAL ((AREA)) AND NATURAL RESOURCE LANDS

Rural King County is an essential part of the county’s rich diversity of communities and lifestyle choices, encompassing landscapes  of scenic and great natural beauty. This chapter sets forth the county’s intent and policies to ensure the conservation and enhancement of rural communities and resource lands.  .  In addressing these ((the)) Rural Area needs, this chapter also comprises the land use classifications of Rural ((Area)), Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, and Rural Towns.  It also addresses the designated Resource Lands, which include lands designated Agriculture, Forest, or Mining on the Land Use Map.

Growth Management Act's Goals, Elements, and Requirements

Sections I through V of this chapter satisfy the Growth Management Act's (GMA) mandatory rural element by designating rural lands in order to limit development and prevent sprawl, by permitting land uses that are compatible with the rural character established in the King County Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs), and by providing for a variety of rural densities.  These sections also satisfy the mandatory land use element by indicating the population densities that are appropriate for land use classifications in the Rural Area.  The policies in these sections also encourage natural resource-based industries and natural resource land uses in the Rural Area as required by the GMA.

Section VI of this chapter satisfies GMA Goal 8 to maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries; the RCW 36.70A.170 requirement to designate natural resource lands; and the RCW 36.70A.080 optional conservation element by conserving natural resource lands.

Rural Area and Communities

(Taken from pages 3-8 and 3-9)

The Rural Area includes all lands in King County outside of the designated Urban Growth Area (UGA).  The Rural Area is generally located east of the UGA, with the exception of the entirety of Vashon-Maury Islands.  Within the Rural Area, besides the designated Resource Lands, three land use categories are applied: Rural, allowing low-density residential development, forestry, farming, livestock uses, and a range of traditional rural uses; Rural Town, recognizing historical settlement patterns and allowing commercial uses to serve rural residents; and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, allowing small-scale convenience services for nearby rural residents.

While the GMA, the Countywide Planning Policies and King County’s policies and regulations call for protecting the Rural Area by limiting housing densities, there are many other features besides density that characterize the Rural Area.  Some of the most important features include integration of housing with traditional rural uses such as forestry, farming, and keeping of livestock; protection of streams, wetlands, and wildlife habitat; preservation of open vistas, wooded areas and scenic roadways; and availability of and reliance on minimal public services.  King County is committed to maintaining these features as well, and the policies in this chapter call for continuing and expanding upon these efforts.

R-101
King County’s Rural Area is considered to be permanent and shall not be redesignated to an Urban Growth Area until reviewed pursuant to the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.130(3)) and the Countywide Planning Policies.

Understanding and conserving the unique characteristics of the Rural Area and each of the county’s distinct rural communities will help King County retain its rural character and its agricultural, forestry, and mining heritage.

King County’s Rural Area, including communities such as the Hobart Plateau, Vashon Island, the Snoqualmie Valley, and the Enumclaw Plateau, are characterized by low-density residential development, farms, ranches, forests, watersheds crucial for both fisheries and flood hazard management, mining areas, small cities and towns, historic sites and buildings, archaeological sites, and regionally important recreation areas.  These rural uses complement and support the more extensive resource uses in the designated Resource Lands.  The location of the Rural ((Area)) Lands between the Urban Growth Area and the designated Resource Lands, helps to protect commercial agriculture and timber from incompatible uses.

Designation and conservation of the Rural Area supports and sustains rural communities and rural character as valued parts of King County’s diversity.  It also provides choices in living environments; maintains a link to King County’s heritage; allows farming, livestock uses, and forestry to continue; and helps protect environmental quality and sensitive resources, such as groundwater recharge areas and watersheds crucial for both fisheries and flood hazard management.  Rural King County also acts to enhance urban areas by providing a safe and reliable local food source, nearby open space and parks for a variety of recreation and tourism opportunities, and educational opportunities to explore current and historic agricultural and forestry practices.

Within the Rural Area are lands designated as Rural Towns and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers.  The purpose of these designations is to provide services and limited goods that satisfy rural residents’ and local businesses' daily needs. 
A.
Rural ((Area)) Land Designation Criteria

Rural ((Area)) Land designation in King County represents the multi-use nature of rural lands, including working farms and forests, livestock uses, home-based businesses and housing.  As represented on the Land Use Map, at the end of Chapter 1, ((T))the ((term)) Rural Area includes the designations of Rural, Rural Commercial Neighborhood Centers, and Rural Towns ((designations on the Land Use Map)).  The sustainability and enhancement of these areas and their underlying economic health is critical to the range of lifestyle choices available in King County.
The Growth Management Act (GMA) specifies that the rural element of comprehensive plans include measures that apply to rural development and protect the rural character of the area (RCW 36.70A.070(5)).  The GMA defines rural character as it relates to land use and development patterns (RCW 36.70A.030(15)).  This definition can be found in the Glossary of this Plan.  Rural development can consist of a variety of uses that are consistent with the preservation of rural character and the requirements of the rural element.  In order to implement GMA, it is necessary to define the development patterns that are considered rural, historical or traditional and do not encourage urban growth or create pressure for urban facilities and service.

(Taken from policy R-201) 

The criteria set forth in this section were used to draw the boundaries of the Rural ((Area)) Lands designation.

R-201
It is a fundamental objective of the King County Comprehensive Plan to maintain the character of its designated ((for)) Rural ((Area)) Lands.  ((The GMA specifies the rural element of comprehensive plans include measures that apply to rural development and protect the rural character of the area (RCW 36.70A.070(5)).  The GMA defines rural character as it relates to land use and development patterns (RCW 36.70A.030(15)).  This definition can be found in the Glossary of this Plan.  Rural development can consist of a variety of uses that are consistent with the preservation of rural character and the requirements of the rural element.  In order to implement GMA, it is necessary to define the development patterns that are considered rural, historical or traditional and do not encourage urban growth or create pressure for urban facilities and service.  Therefore,)) King County’s land use regulations and development standards shall protect and enhance the following components of ((the) Rural ((Area)) Lands:

a.
The natural environment, particularly as evidenced by the health of wildlife and fisheries (especially salmon and trout), aquifers used for potable water, surface water bodies including Puget Sound and natural drainage systems, and their riparian corridors;

b.
Commercial and noncommercial farming, forestry, fisheries, mining, and cottage industries;

c.
Historic resources, historical character, and continuity, including archaeological and cultural sites important to tribes;

d.
Community small-town atmosphere, safety, and locally owned small businesses;
e.
Economically and fiscally healthy Rural Towns and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers with clearly defined identities compatible with adjacent rural, agricultural, forestry, and mining uses;

f.
Regionally significant parks, trails, and open space;

g.
A variety of low-density housing choices compatible with adjacent farming, forestry, and mining and not needing urban facilities and services; and

h.
Traditional rural land uses of a size and scale that blend with historic rural development.

R-202
The Rural ((Area)) designation((s)) shown on the King County Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map includes areas that are rural in character and meet one or more of the following criteria:

a.
Opportunities exist for significant commercial or noncommercial farming and forestry (large-scale farms and forest lands are designated as Resource Lands);

b.
The area will help buffer nearby designated Resource Lands from conflicting urban uses;

c.
The area is contiguous to other Rural ((l))Land((s in the RuralArea)), to designated Resource Lands or to large, predominantly environmentally critical areas;

d.
There are major physical barriers to providing urban services at reasonable cost, or such areas will help foster more logical boundaries for urban public services and infrastructure;

e.
The area is not needed for the foreseeable future that is well beyond the 20-year forecast period to provide capacity for population or employment growth;

f.
The area has outstanding scenic, historic, environmental, resource, or aesthetic values that can best be protected by a Rural ((Area)) designation; or

g.
Significant environmental constraints make the area generally unsuitable for intensive urban development.
((The Rural Area includes all lands in King County outside of the designated Urban Growth Area (UGA), not including the designated Forest and Agricultural Production Districts.  The Rural Area is generally located east of the UGA, with the exception of the entirety of Vashon-Maury Islands.  Within the Rural Area, three land use categories are applied: Rural, allowing low-density residential development, forestry, farming, livestock uses, and a range of traditional rural uses; Rural Town, recognizing historical settlement patterns and allowing commercial uses to serve rural residents; and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, allowing small-scale convenience services for nearby rural residents.

While the GMA, the Countywide Planning Policies and King County’s policies and regulations call for protecting the Rural Area by limiting housing densities, there are many other features besides density that characterize the Rural Area.  Some of the most important features include integration of housing with traditional rural uses such as forestry, farming and keeping of livestock; protection of streams, wetlands and wildlife habitat; preservation of open vistas, wooded areas and scenic roadways; and availability of and reliance on minimal public services.  King County is committed to maintaining these features as well, and the policies in this chapter call for continuing and expanding upon these efforts.

R-203
King County’s Rural Area is considered to be permanent and shall not be redesignated to an Urban Growth Area until reviewed pursuant to the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.130(3)) and the Countywide Planning Policies.))
(Moved to page 3-1)

B.
Forestry and Agriculture in Rural King County

The Rural designation includes working farms and forests.  These contribute to rural character; the diversity and self-sufficiency of local economies; and open space, wildlife habitat, flood hazard management, and environmental quality.  However, Rural ((Area l)) Lands in farm and forest use has diminished since 1985, mostly through the conversion of these lands to residential uses.  Pressures to convert from resource use include the high land value for alternative uses and the encroachment of residential and other development that conflicts with the resource use.

Although most of King County’s agriculture and timber lands are within designated Agricultural and Forest Production Districts, there is a significant land base for agriculture and forestry ((in)) on ((the)) Rural ((Area)) Land.  King County has studied this land base, has mapped agricultural use, and has identified rural forest areas where forestry will be enhanced and protected.  Efforts to conserve the forest, farm, and livestock uses are important and include technical assistance ((,))and incentive programs((, and)) like the Transfer of Development Rights program (as presented in Section III).

R-((204))203
Farming and forestry are vital to the preservation of rural King County and should be encouraged ((throughout the)) on Rural ((Area)) Lands.  King County should encourage the retention of existing and establishment of new rural resource-based uses, with appropriate site management that protects habitat resources.  King County’s regulation of farming, keeping of livestock, and forestry ((in)) on ((the)) Rural ((Area)) Lands should be consistent with these guiding principles:
a.
Homeowner covenants for new subdivisions and short subdivisions in the Rural Area should not restrict farming and forestry;

b.
Development regulations for resource-based activities should be tailored to support the resource use and its level of impact; 

c. 
Agricultural and silvicultural management practices should not be construed as public nuisances when carried on in compliance with applicable regulations, even though they may impact nearby residences; and

d.
County environmental standards for forestry and agriculture should protect environmental quality, especially in relation to water and fisheries resources, while encouraging forestry and farming.

Several constraints may limit the development or expansion of equestrian activities.  Even though the GMA limits growth in the ((r))Rural ((a))Area, some growth continues ((to occur throughout the rural areas of the county)), impacting open land to sustain livestock, equestrian activities, and existing or potential trail segments that may be lost to uncoordinated land developments.
R-214
King County’s land use regulations should protect rural equestrian community trails by supporting preservation of equestrian trail links ((in the Rural Area)) on Rural Lands and within the Agricultural and Forest Production District. Representatives of the equestrian community should be given the opportunity to review and monitor regulatory and policy actions by King County, such as ((r))Rural ((a))Area development regulations, that have the potential to affect equestrian trails.

The Rural Area is restricted from accommodating large amounts of growth, but low-density residential development and other traditional rural uses ((is)) are allowed.  The GMA requires that rural development be contained and controlled to ensure the protection of rural character, assure the visual compatibility of rural development with the surrounding rural area, protect environmentally critical areas and habitat, and protect against conflicts with natural resource uses, such as farming, forestry, and mining.

In 2009, the Growth Management Planning Council adopted urban area targets to accommodate the most recent countywide population projections supplied by the state.  These urban targets assumed ((r))Rural ((a))Area ((forecast)) growth of fewer than 6,000 additional housing units during the period 2006 to 2031.  No attempt has been made to allocate this rural forecast to subareas of rural King County.

Since adoption of King County's initial comprehensive plan under GMA in 1994, annual building permit activity in the Rural Area has continued to drop to an average of under 400 new building permits per year since 2007.  Between 2000 and 2010, Rural and Resource areas grew by about 4,000 housing units to a total of 49,000.  However, the population of these areas actually declined slightly during the decade, and now stands at less than 124,000.  Application of new zoning measures and other regulatory tools have helped to reduce subdivision activity, but if the current rate of 400 new homes per year continues, the Rural Area could be built out to its full capacity within 25 years of the date of this plan.

The application of lower-density zoning or more restrictive standards could reduce the creation of new lots, but there are limited opportunities to address development of existing legal lots.  One measure that would slow the growth rate on existing lots would be the establishment of an annual limit on the number of building permits to be issued in the Rural Area.  This alternative would be more palatable if it were linked to a transfer of development rights program or a development rights purchase program.

R-301
A low growth rate is desirable for the Rural Area((, including Rural Towns,)) to comply with the State Growth Management Act, continue preventing sprawl and the overburdening of rural services, reduce the need for capital expenditures for rural roads, maintain rural character, protect the environment and reduce transportation- related greenhouse gas emissions.  All possible tools may be used to limit growth in the Rural Area.  Appropriate tools include land use designations, development regulations, level of service standards and incentives.

The use of land and the density of development (measured as the number of homes or other structures per acre or per square mile of land) are key determinants and contributors to the character of the Rural Area, as described above in Section A.  Although human settlement of King County’s Rural Area has a wide variety of uses and densities, both the historical and desirable range of uses and densities defined here are necessarily narrower and less intense than that found in the Urban Area.  Residential development at very low densities (including the land for accessory uses, on-site sewage disposal and local water supply) consumes or will consume most of the ((land in the Rural Area)) Rural Land.  Residential density may be the single, most important factor in protecting or destroying rural character that can be influenced by government policies and regulations.

Although King County designated Resource Lands and zoned extensive portions of its territory as Agricultural Production Districts or Forest Production Districts, very low residential densities adjacent to Resource Lands are essential to minimize land use conflicts.  In addition, a significant part of the Rural ((Area land base)) Lands are ((is)) still used for farming or forestry uses.  Therefore, suitability of lands for continuing resource uses and proximity to designated natural Resource Lands will be important considerations in applying the lower rural densities.

R-309
The RA-2.5 zone has generally been applied (( to rural areas)) to portions of the Rural Area with an existing pattern of lots below five acres in size that were created prior to the adoption of the 1994 Comprehensive Plan.  These smaller lots may still be developed individually or combined, provided that applicable standards for sewage disposal, environmental protection, water supply, roads and rural fire protection can be met.  A subdivision at a density of one home per 2.5 acres shall only be permitted through the transfer of development rights from property in the designated Rural Forest Focus Areas.  The site receiving the density must be approved as a Transfer of Development Rights receiving site in accordance with the King County Code.  Properties on Vashon-Maury Islands shall not be eligible as receiving sites.

R-312
As an innovative means to permanently preserve private lands with countywide public benefit, to encourage higher densities in urban areas and reduce residential development capacity in the Rural Area and particularly in the designated Resource Lands, King County shall continue to operate an effective TDR Program.

R-313
The purpose of the TDR Program is to reduce development potential(( in the)) on Rural ((Area) and designated Resource Lands((, and)); its priority is to encourage the transfer of development rights from private rural lands into the Urban Growth Area.

R-314
King County supports and shall work actively to facilitate the transfer of Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands development rights to: 

a.
Preserve the rural environment, encourage retention of resource-based uses and reduce service demands;

b.
Provide permanent protection to significant natural resources;

c.
Increase the regional open space system;

d.
Maintain low density development ((in the )) on Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands; 

e.
Steer development growth inside the Urban Growth Area in ways that promote quality urban neighborhoods where residents want to work and live; and
f.
Provide mitigation for the impacts of urban development on global climate change by simultaneously reducing transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions and sequestering carbon through retention of forest cover.
R-315
To promote transfers of development rights, King County shall:

a.
Facilitate transfers from private property owners with sending sites to property owners with receiving sites;

b.
Operate the King County TDR Bank to facilitate the TDR market and bridge the time gap between willing sellers and buyers of TDRs through buying, holding, and selling transferable development rights;

c.
Work with cities to develop interlocal agreements that encourage transfers of development rights from Rural and designated Resource ((l))Lands into cities; 

d.
Work with cities regarding annexation areas where TDR(('s))s are likely to be used;

e.
Work with communities and seek funding and other means to provide public amenities to enhance the livability of incorporated and unincorporated area neighborhoods accepting increased densities through TDR; and
f.
Work with the Washington State Department of Commerce, ((PSRC)) Puget Sound Regional Council, and King County cities to implement Washington State Regional TDR legislation.

R-321
King County should pursue public funding and public-private partnerships, and bond or levy proposals, for additional TDR Bank funding to target threatened private ((r))Rural or designated ((r))Resource lands.  Development rights purchased through such a program should be sold into any appropriate urban location.
2.
Rural and Resource Land Preservation TDR Program

Rural and designated Resource Lands face increasing development pressure, yet the county must simultaneously plan for, and allow, future development growth.  This tension makes it incumbent on the county to strengthen its TDR efforts.  For this reason, King County seeks to increase the number of development right transfers and adopt an expanded Rural and Resource Land Preservation TDR program to reduce and redirect rural development potential into the urban areas.

R-322
The goals of the Rural and designated Resource Land Preservation TDR Program are to: (1) reduce the development potential ((in rural and resource lands)) on Rural and designated Resource Land by 25%; (2) increase activity in the TDR market; (3) bolster demand for TDRs; (4) offer rural and resource property owners access to incentive programs; (5) protect low-density rural areas from encroaching urban development; and (6) reduce greenhouse gas emissions by decreasing vehicle miles traveled from the rural and resource areas and by sequestering carbon.

R-324
Nonresidential uses ((in the Rural Area)) on Rural Lands shall be limited to those that:

a.
Provide convenient local products and services for nearby residents;

b.
Require location ((in a Rural Area)) on Rural Lands;
c.  
Support natural resource-based industries;

d.  
Provide adaptive reuse of significant historic resources; or

e.
Provide recreational opportunities that are compatible with the surrounding Rural Area.


These uses shall be sited, sized and landscaped to complement rural character as defined in policy R-101, prevent impacts to the environment and function with rural services including on-site wastewater disposal.

R-325
Golf facilities shall be permitted when located outside of Rural Forest Focus Areas, Regionally Significant Resource Areas and Locally Significant Resource Areas, as a conditional use, in the RA-2.5 and RA-5 zones.

In 2011, a School Siting Task Force was convened at the request of the Growth Management Planning Council to examine the issue of siting schools in ((rural areas)) the Rural Area, including whether they may be served by sewers. The Task Force examined undeveloped rural properties owned by school districts and made recommendations as to their use or disposition.  In its final report, the Task Force recommended that all future school siting be consistent with the policies in VISION 2040.).  Placing schools in cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area or in Rural Towns reduces transportation and environmental impacts, protects rural character, allows schools to be served with urban-level utilities and fire protection and to be used efficiently for other community activities.  
R-326
Except as provided in R-327: 

a.
Schools primarily serving rural residents shall be located in neighboring cities and(( r))Rural ((t))Towns; and
b.
Schools primarily serving urban residents shall be located within the ((UGA)) Urban Growth Area.

R-334
To maintain traditional rural development patterns and assure continued opportunities for resource activities in the Rural Area, large lot development is preferred in the Rural Area.  Clustering of lots is permitted when:

a.
The development provides equal or greater protection of the natural environment, ((natural resource lands)) designated Resource Lands, historic resources or archaeological sites;

b.
Clusters are limited in size to be compatible with surrounding large lots or nearby agricultural and forestry uses;

c.
The clustered development is offset with a permanent resource land tract preserved for forestry or agriculture, as designated by the owner at time of subdivision or short subdivision, or a permanent open space tract.  Under no circumstances shall the tract be reserved for future development; and

d.
The development can be served by rural facility and service levels (such as on-site sewage disposal and rural fire protection).

R-403
In the Rural Area, standards and plans for utility service should be consistent with long-term, low-density development and resource industries.  Utility facilities that serve the Urban Growth Area but must be located in the Rural Area (for example, a pipeline from a municipal watershed) should be designed and scaled to serve primarily the Urban Growth Area.  Sewers needed to serve previously established urban “islands,” cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area or Rural Towns, or new or existing schools pursuant to R-327 and F-264 shall be tightlined and have access restrictions precluding service to the Rural Area.

This section addresses Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, Rural Towns, cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area, industrial uses in the Rural Area, and promoting public health in the Rural Area.

The Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, Rural Towns, the cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area, and non-resource industrial uses located in rural King County contribute to the vitality of the rural economy.  Additionally, the cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area and Rural Towns provide variety in development patterns and housing choices and provide employment opportunities, retail shopping, and other services to nearby residents.  These cities and towns also contain a significant portion of King County’s historic architecture and are the primary locations for nonresidential uses in the Rural Area.  The Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers provide limited, local convenience shopping, restaurants, and services to meet the daily needs of rural residents.

Although higher-density development in Rural Towns may require public sewers, applying the full range of urban development standards (e.g., for street improvements or landscaping) may not be necessary, and may not be consistent with the historic character of these communities.  Although Rural Towns also may in some circumstances develop at densities similar to those in the Urban Growth Area or in cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area, they are considered part of the Rural Area for purposes of the GMA, do not provide significant growth capacity, and are not subject to the growth targets adopted for the UGA.

……

R-506
Rural Towns may contain higher-density housing than permitted in the surrounding Rural Area, and should provide affordable and resource-worker housing if utilities and other services permit.  Development density in Rural Towns may approach that achieved in cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area.

The policies in this section apply only to the unincorporated Rural Towns.  King County encourages cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area to adopt land use policies and development standards that protect and enhance their historical character.

The cities in King County's Rural Area ((rural area)) are incorporated areas whose local governments are involved in the region’s planning processes on an equal legal basis with the suburban cities, Bellevue and Seattle.  The cities are Black Diamond, Carnation, Duvall, Enumclaw, North Bend, Skykomish, and Snoqualmie.

The GMA stipulates that cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area and their Potential Annexation Areas are to be treated as part of the Urban Growth Area (UGA).  The Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) also provide for urban land uses and densities and urban services in those locations.  Excessive growth in cities in the Rural Area ((rural area)) and in Rural Towns, however, may create pressure for extending urban services (for example, sewers) across the Rural ((Area)) or designated Resource Lands, may increase conversion pressure on nearby designated Resource Lands and adversely affect rural character.  Therefore, King County views cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area as qualitatively different from the UGA as a whole, even though they may provide significant opportunities for residential or employment growth within their boundaries.

King County has worked with the cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area to establish Potential Annexation Areas to accommodate growth.  These areas are shown as part of the UGA on the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map at the end of Chapter 1.  Additionally, the county is working with these cities on individual economic development strategies and options, as well as regional economic and tourism opportunities.

R-510
The cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area and their  Potential Annexation Areas are part of the overall Urban Growth Area for purposes of planning land uses and facility needs.  King County should work with cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area to encourage the provision of affordable housing, to minimize the impacts of new development on the surrounding rural land, and to plan for growth consistent with long-term protection of significant historic resources((,)) and the surrounding Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands.

R-511
Within Potential Annexation Areas of cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area, the following uses shall be permitted until the area annexes to the city:

a.
Residential development at a density of 1 home per 5 acres or less with mandatory clustering; and

Many locations in King County’s cities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area, Rural Towns, and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers function as important hubs for their respective communities because they provide shops and services.  Parks, schools, or other public services within walking distance of these community hubs cannot always be safely or conveniently reached without a car.  Opportunities for daily physical activity can be increased by establishing safe walking and bicycling connections to and within these rural hubs.

King County’s ((Natural)) designated Resource Lands contribute to the economic prosperity of the region. They are the lands with long-term commercial significance for farming, forestry, and minerals.  Businesses that rely on resource lands provide jobs and products, such as food, wood, and gravel.  They also are an important part of our cultural heritage. Responsible stewardship of resource lands also produces multiple environmental benefits, such as:

· Stream and salmon protection;

· Clean air and water;

· Wildlife habitat;

· Flood risk reduction;

· Groundwater recharge and protection; and

· Carbon sequestration and reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

King County has taken major steps to conserve and manage agricultural soils and activities, forestry and mining opportunities.  Designated Resource Lands and the industries they support are conserved by encouraging development to occur primarily in the Urban Growth Area (UGA) as directed by the GMA.  Under this plan, designated Resource Lands, including designated Agricultural Production Districts, the Forest Production District and sites of long-term commercial significance for resource uses, will have minimal new residential and commercial development.  New development that does occur will be designed to be compatible with active resource-based uses.

This chapter contains King County's strategy for conservation of these valuable designated Resource Lands and for encouraging their productive and sustainable management.  The strategy consists of policies to guide planning, incentives, education, regulation and purchase or transfer of development rights.
When urban development occurs near designated Resource Lands, conflicts can result.  Examples of such conflicts are greater risk of forest fires; vandalism to logging, farm and mining equipment; destruction of young trees; and increased mixing of heavy truck and residential traffic, which presents safety problems.  Increased development near designated Resource Lands ((resource lands)) also results in increased encroachment of noxious weeds into forests and farmland.  It is important for neighboring property owners to understand the value of resource industries and what kinds of resource activities are likely to occur.
Successful ((R))resource ((L))land conservation requires a regional perspective and intergovernmental cooperation.  Although the designated Resource Lands are located in unincorporated King County, they benefit nearby cities and can be affected by activities in those cities.  Furthermore, some designated Resource Lands in King County are owned or managed by city, county, state and federal agencies and tribes.  A regional perspective is also important because many resource activities are regulated or supported by state and federal programs.
R-612
King County shall work cooperatively with cities, tribes, other public agencies, private utilities, resource managers, land owners and citizens to conserve public and private designated Resource Lands for long-term productivity and environmental protection in a consistent and predictable manner.

Forest lands have tremendous recreational and aesthetic value.  For example, FPD lands are included within the Mountains-to-Sound Greenway along the I-90 corridor.  Opportunities for hiking and other forms of outdoor recreation exist within the working forests that are part of the Greenway.  Access to designated Resource Lands must be carefully managed, however, to prevent conflict with natural resource goals.  For example, open gate policies allowing public access may be incompatible with fish and wildlife protection goals and sometimes may interfere with forestry operations by risking such activities as garbage dumping, vandalism and timber theft.  In the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, a variety of federal partnerships and volunteer programs help to better connect urban dwellers with the forest while providing ecological benefits.
One of the central tenets of the Growth Management Act (GMA), the Countywide Planning Policies, and King County’s Comprehensive Plan is that new growth be focused within designated urban areas with the aim of protecting ((resource lands)) designated Resource Lands  (forestry, agriculture, and mining) and reducing development pressure on the Rural Area.  At the same time, GMA requires that critical areas be designated and protected.  Critical areas include wetlands, areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers used for potable water, fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, frequently flooded areas and geologic hazard areas.  Achieving development goals must be integrated with protecting critical area functions and values. Individual solutions can be tailored by following the guidance of comprehensive plan policies that recognize both critical area protection and the need to reduce urban sprawl
All parts of the county—from densely developed urban areas, to farm, ((and)) forest ((land, to)), and other lands in the Rural Area—have a role to play and a common interest in environmental protection.  responsibility for environmental protection cannot fall on one geographic area or category of citizens alone.  Tools for environmental protection, for all residents whether in the Urban or Rural Area, include buying locally grown produce at a farmers market, taking care to avoid polluted discharges to storm drains, riding the bus, investing in natural resource programs like those offered by the King Conservation District, complying with stormwater standards, controlling invasive plants, and protecting forest cover.  For urban residents, environmental protection occurs through different means, including investing in wastewater treatment and stormwater improvements, protecting greenbelts and other remnants of native habitats, and living in densely developed areas.  For rural residents, it means protecting aquifers used for drinking water, using development practices that slowly infiltrate stormwater, and using best management practices to protect water quality.  On farm lands, forest lands, and other lands in the Rural Area, stewardship and technical assistance provides opportunities for supporting long-term resource use while protecting the environment.
E-104
Development of environmental regulations, restoration and mitigation projects, and incentive and stewardship programs should be coordinated with local jurisdictions, federal and state agencies, tribes, special interest groups and citizens when conserving and restoring the natural environment consistent with the goals for the Urban Growth Area ((,)) and the Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands ((goals)).

E-444
King County should partner with community associations, realtors, community groups, and other agencies to conduct targeted outreach to potential and new property owners about fish and wildlife habitat education and forestry education and incentive programs, particularly (in rural and resource lands areas of the county)) on Rural and designated Resource Lands.
King County has a long history of resource conservation and waste recycling.  Programs have successfully captured organic materials for beneficial use such as yard debris, and biosolids applications to farms, forests, and composting.  However, large volumes of organic waste continue to be disposed of in the landfill.  Significant volumes of livestock waste generated in the suburbs and ((rural areas,)) Rural Area are inadequately managed, which can adversely impact water quality and fish habitat.
Protecting groundwater is an important regional issue because groundwater provides approximately 30 percent of the water used in King County and is the primary source of water in ((rural areas)) the Rural Area. On Vashon Island and in other sole-source aquifer areas, it is the only source of drinking water.
The Rural ((Area)) and Resource Lands chapter calls for alluvial fan pilot projects to test best management practices and innovative solutions for reducing hazards to agricultural landowners and protecting and restoring habitat.

P-109
King County shall provide local parks, trails and other open spaces in the Rural Area.  Local parks, trails and other open spaces that complement the regional system should be provided in each community in the Rural Area((s)) to enhance environmental and visual quality and meet local recreation needs.
· Deliver transportation services that support density and growth in the urban area, and meet the transportation needs of ((rural areas)) the Rural Area without creating additional growth pressure;
Vision 2040, Transportation 2040, and the CPPs also promote the concept of maximizing mobility choices through a multimodal approach to moving people, goods and services efficiently within and beyond the region. Travel to and within regional growth centers is emphasized, with a focus on the availability of transit and nonmotorized modes in centers. These urban centers are characterized by compact, pedestrian-oriented development, with a mix of different office, commercial, civic, entertainment, and residential uses and can be efficiently and cost-effectively served by transit and nonmotorized travel options. In addition, these regional plans and policies address the importance of protecting and preserving the ((rural area)) Rural Area and avoiding construction of major new roads and capacity expansion on existing roads ((in)) on ((the r)) Rural and ((r)) designated Resource ((areas)) Lands. 
Metro operates transit service throughout King County, including in cities, while the county’s road system service area is limited to the unincorporated area. Due to annexations and incorporations, the unincorporated road system is transitioning to become primarily rural.  In the ((rural area)) Rural Area, protection of natural resources, agriculture and forestry, and the rural lifestyle and character are a high priority. At the same time, there is still a certain amount of growth within the ((rural area)) Rural Area, as well as high growth in some adjacent rural cities or beyond the county’s boundaries, that must be considered in managing the road system.

T-208
King County shall not add any new arterial capacity ((in the)) on Rural ((Area)) or ((natural resource lands ))designated Resource Lands, except for segments of rural regional corridors that pass through rural or resource lands to accommodate levels of traffic between urban centers. Rural regional corridors shall be identified in the Transportation Needs Report (Appendix C) and shall meet all of the following criteria:

a.
Connects one urban area to another, or to a highway of statewide significance that provides such connection, by traversing the Rural Area;

b.
Classified as a principal arterial;

c.
Carries high traffic volumes (at least 15,000 ADT); and

d.
At least half of P.M. peak trips on the corridor are traveling to cities or other counties

T-210
Any capacity increases to rural regional corridors shall be designed to accommodate levels of traffic between urban centers consistent with the county’s adopted Comprehensive Plan policies regarding development ((in the)) on surrounding Rural ((Area or natural r)) and designated Resource ((l)) Lands. The county shall seek to maximize the efficient use of existing roadway capacity before considering adding new capacity to rural regional corridors.
The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires level of service standards for all arterials and transit routes to judge performance of the transportation system.  The GMA also calls for specific actions and requirements for bringing into compliance facilities or services that are not meeting the adopted level of service standard.  King County's level of service standards comply with growth management policies of encouraging growth in the urban area while restricting growth in the ((rural area)) Rural Area.

T-236
In ((rural areas)) the Rural Area, nonmotorized improvements shall be consistent with providing rural levels of service, preserving rural character, and avoiding impacts to the environment and significant historic properties. 

…

T-241
In supporting equestrian travel in the ((rural area)) Rural Area, King County should emphasize safety and connection to the Regional Trail System and other established trail networks open to equestrian use.

Although growth will be directed to ((Urban Areas)) urban areas, it is recognized that ((Rural Areas)) rural areas have facility and service needs also.

King County is not a water utility that provides potable water to citizens in the region.  However, it plays an important role in the coordination or linking of water resources and growth and regional protection and management of water resources.  This regional protection and management includes protection of the quantity and quality of groundwater, stormwater management, flood hazard management, protection of fish and wildlife habitat, and commitment to regional water strategies through such efforts as the Puget Sound Partnership, regional water supply planning, salmon recovery planning, and multiple groups engaged on climate change mitigation and adaptation.  It carries out this role through its responsibilities for planning, permit issuance, and regulatory oversight.  The King County Comprehensive Plan must demonstrate that projected needs for facilities and service can be met within the Urban Growth Area and can be served in compliance with the concurrency requirements of the Growth Management Act.  Within the Rural Area((s)), the Comprehensive Plan must provide for rural services, including domestic water service, needed to serve permitted densities and uses.  The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC), as authorized in King County Code chapter 13.24, assures that water system and water supply planning by water utilities in King County meet the requirements of the Growth Management Act and other applicable statutory requirements, as well as determining consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.  The UTRC is responsible for identifying the elements and provisions of the Comprehensive Plan and development regulations, adopted by the county under the Growth Management Act, with which water system plans must be consistent, as prescribed in RCW 43.20.260.   The UTRC is also responsible for ensuring that the purposes of chapter 13.24, as provided in KCC 13.24.005, are carried out.  Water system plans are ultimately approved by ordinance by the King County Council and King County Executive.
F-233
In both the Urban Growth Area and Rural Area((s)) of King County, all new construction and all new subdivisions shall be served by an existing Group A public water systems except in the circumstance when no Group A public water system can provide service in a timely and reasonable manner per RCW 70.116.060 and RCW 43.20.260 or when no existing system is willing and able to provide safe and reliable potable water with reasonable economy and efficiency per RCW 19.27.097.

F-239
King County shall work with water service providers, the State Department of Ecology and the State Department of Health to track and measure groundwater use and to meet the County’s obligation to protect groundwater quality and quantity in ((rural areas)) the Rural Area,  while supporting uses of groundwater that meet public health, resource protection, land use planning, and fish recovery objectives and obligations. 
F-260
Onsite wastewater treatment systems ((in the))on Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands should be designed, built and operated as permanent methods of sewage disposal.

…

F-262
Collective on-site systems may be used only in the following circumstances ((in the)) on Rural ((Area)) and designated Resource Lands:

a.
Existing on-site systems are failing within an area and the Seattle/King County Department of Public Health concurs that long-term individual on-site system repairs are not feasible or water quality is threatened by the presence of or potential for health hazards resulting from inadequate on-site wastewater disposal methods;

b.
An authorized public agency will manage the community system; and

c.
The community system is designed only to serve existing structures and lots and cannot be used as a basis to increase density or to expand permitted nonresidential uses.  Substandard vacant lots must be combined to the extent feasible to meet rural density policies.  Management of the community system must be by an authorized public agency.

F-264
Except as otherwise provided for in this policy, public sewer service shall be prohibited ((in the )) on Rural ((Area)) or ((Natural)) designated Resource Lands.
a.
Public sewer service may be expanded to ((the)) Rural ((Area)) or ((Natural)) designated Resource Lands, only: 

1.
where needed to address specific health and safety problems threatening the use of existing structures; or

2.
to serve a new school authorized to be located in the Rural Area by ((and)) R-327.
b.
Public sewers may be extended, pursuant to this policy, only if they are tightlined and only after a finding is made by King County that no reasonable alternative technologies are feasible.
c.
Public sewers that are allowed ((in the )) on Rural ((Area)) or ((Natural)) designated Resources Lands pursuant to this policy shall not be used to convert Rural ((Area land)) or (Natural)) designated Resource Lands to urban uses and densities or to expand permitted nonresidential uses. 

F-351
King County considers the placement of telecommunication facilities within street rights-of-way as the preferred alternative to the construction of facilities on private property.  Regulatory standards shall require placement in street rights-of-way, especially within residential neighborhoods and ((Rural Areas)) Rural Lands, unless such a location is not feasible or not consistent with service quality and access.

The county also recognizes that the land areas, economies, and natural beauty of the Rural ((Area and Natural)) designated Resource Lands((classifications)) benefit all county residents.  The agriculture sector provides a safe and reliable local food source—keeping costs low and quality high—to restaurants and households, the majority of which are in urban areas, and regionally to farmers' markets and specialty stores.  Rural King County provides many diverse recreation and tourism opportunities, including scenic vistas; trails for hiking, bicycling, off-road, and equestrian use; harvest festivals; open space and wildlife habitat; and working farms and forest lands, all within a short distance from the urban centers
ED-601
King County is committed to a sustainable and vibrant rural economy that allows rural residents to live and work throughout the Rural Area ((and Natural Resource Lands)).  County policy, regulations, programs should be reviewed and developed in partnership with rural businesses, the Agriculture and Rural Forest Commissions, the community service areas, the unincorporated area councils, and others to support the preservation and enhancement of traditional rural economic activities and lifestyles, while supporting evolving compatible commercial uses and job opportunities.

ED-602
King County shall use the Rural Economic Strategies to guide future rural economic development and will modify and add strategies as needed to reflect the evolving nature of the rural economy, while protecting the traditional rural economic clusters.

a.
King County recognizes the value of the agriculture and forestry clusters for both their economic contribution and for their natural, educational, and recreational benefits to the county as a whole. The county will work with the Agriculture Commission, Rural Forest Commission, and other related organizations on strategies and programs to strengthen and enhance the economic viability of these clusters and the evolving value-added industry that helps sustain the county’s legacy of raising crops and livestock and managing and harvesting forestlands. 

b.
King County recognizes the value of home-based business, recreation and tourism, and commercial/industrial clusters for their ability to provide job opportunities in the ((rural area)) Rural Area and help sustain the rural economic base.  The county will continue to work with chambers of commerce and other organizations that support these rural businesses to help ensure the continued viability and economic health of new and existing businesses in these clusters.

c
King County recognizes the importance of the equestrian cluster for its diversity of business and recreation related operations which combine to provide jobs and income opportunities within the rural economy.  The county will continue to work with equestrian related organizations on business and recreation aspects of the equestrian cluster and with organizations that represent the various trail user groups to help ensure the continued viability and economic health of equestrian and related recreation businesses.

d.
King County is committed to ensuring that all economic development, including the provision of infrastructure, within the rural area, which includes resource lands, shall be compatible with the surrounding rural character, be of an appropriate size and scale, and protect the natural environment.

e.
King County will continue to support and partner on programs and incentives to ensure the economic vitality of rural historic resources to help maintain the character of the rural area, which includes resource lands.  

f.
King County will explore opportunities to support agricultural tourism and value-added program(s) related to the production of food, flowers, and wine in the county.  These partnership venues should be educational and include information on the diversity of products available in the county and the importance of buying local.   

g.
King County should continue to review existing and proposed regulations to ensure they are relevant and effective in accommodating the differing needs and emerging trends of the compatible businesses that comprise the rural economy.

Rural ((a))Area (See also ((Rural Zoning))Rural Land)

((The Growth Management Act requires that counties designate a rural area in order to conserve the rural character and quality of the existing rural lands in Washington.  King County's Rural Area refers to all of rural unincorporated King County.  The rural area contains very low-density residential development, commercial and industrial development, farms, forests, watersheds crucial for both fisheries and flood hazard management, mining areas and towns, historic sites and buildings, archaeological sites and regionally important recreation areas.)) Rural Area means all lands outside the Urban Growth Area.  (See Chapter ((Three)) 3, Rural ((Area)) and Natural Resource Lands)

…

Rural Cities

King County's rural cities are incorporated areas within the ((rural area)) Rural Area whose local governments are involved in the region's planning processes on an equal legal basis with the suburban cities and Seattle.  The incorporated rural cities are Black Diamond, Carnation, Duvall, Enumclaw, North Bend, Skykomish, and Snoqualmie.  (See Chapter Three, Rural ((Area)) and Natural Resource Lands)
Rural Land 
Rural Lands are those areas zoned RA and located within the Rural Area but outside the designated Resource Lands, Rural Towns and Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, and are characterized by uses that are compatible with the rural character and are able to be adequately supported by rural service levels.  Rural Land uses include: very low-density residential development; small scale farming, forestry activities, commercial and industrial development, and tourism and recreation. Rural Lands are shown as "Rural" on the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map, found at the end of Chapter 1.  (See Chapter 3, Rural and Natural Resource Lands)
((Rural Zoning

The rural zoning is meant  to provide an area-wide, long-term, rural character and to minimize land use conflicts with nearby agricultural, forest or mineral extraction production districts.  These purposes are accomplished by:  1) limiting residential densities and permitted uses to those that are compatible with rural character and nearby resource production districts and are able to be adequately supported by rural service levels; 2) allowing small scale farming, forestry activities,  and tourism and recreation uses which can be supported by rural service levels and which are compatible with rural character; and 3) increasing required setbacks to minimize conflicts with adjacent agriculture, forest or mineral zones.  "Rural Area" is a land use classification as designated on the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map.)) 

Traditional Rural Development

In King County, traditional rural land uses could include, but are not limited to: low density residential uses; small scale farming, forestry, and mineral extraction; small, neighborhood churches; feed and grain stores; the keeping of horses and livestock; cottage industries, crafts and trades that support the residents of the ((rural area)) Rural Area and((/or)) the needs of the ((natural resource production areas)) designated Resource Lands; and public and private facilities necessary to serve rural homes such as utility installations or public schools.  In general, the rural development pattern in King County has historically been comprised of houses, barns, fences, and cultivated fields, but natural features and open spaces are the predominant visual image. 

G-23


