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August 4, 2017


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits two ordinances that will provide the King County executive with the authority to enter into interlocal agreements with the cities of Renton and Federal Way for landmark designation and protection services.

The legislation will allow the Historic Preservation Program in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) to work with the cities of Renton and Federal Way to identify and preserve properties with historic and cultural significance. This cooperative approach to preserving our region’s history and character furthers King County Comprehensive Plan Policy P-215 (2008), which directs the County to advocate for and directly market its historic preservation services to cities to protect and enhance historic resources located within city boundaries and annexation areas. If approved, the total number of cities to participate in King County’s regional preservation program will be 22.

Specifically, the ordinance will accomplish the following:
· Efficient delivery of professional services - most cities do not have the staff capacity or expertise to administer their own preservation program; 
· Compliance with growth management requirements for historic preservation;
· Broader use of the County’s comprehensive historic and cultural resource planning tools; and
Protection and enhancement of key aspects of community character.

The legislation also furthers the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:
· The legislation furthers the Economic Growth and Built Environment goal of the King County Strategic Plan by promoting the rehabilitation of historic buildings and development of vibrant, thriving, and sustainable communities.
· The legislation furthers King County Equity and Social Justice (ESJ) Initiative goals by helping these communities identify and protect historic and cultural resources associated with underrepresented groups.
· The legislation furthers the Strategic Climate Action Plan goal of reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions by promoting preservation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings, which is more energy efficient than demolishing and constructing new buildings.

In developing the legislation, DNRP engaged advocates for historic properties, city staff, planning and development commissioners, and elected officials in Renton and Federal Way by presenting information about King County’s regional preservation program at public meetings, touring historic properties and discussing landmark eligibility with local historical society members, and explaining financial incentive programs to owners of historic properties. 

DNRP worked to incorporate input into the legislation, and community members and city officials have indicated that they support the legislation. The city of Federal Way already approved a landmarks ordinance and the City of Renton is currently advancing legislation to adopt one. (Please see Renton and Federal Way council memos and landmarks ordinances, attached.) 

The ordinances would need to be acted on by the end of October in order for a downtown Renton property owner who recently rehabilitated his historic building to qualify for special tax valuation for work completed within the last two years. Special tax valuation is one of the most effective ways to incentivize preservation and rehabilitation of historic buildings throughout the county. In addition, Federal Way has identified a number of historic properties that it is ready to nominate for historic designation.

Thank you for considering these ordinances. This legislation will help King County residents by providing expertise and tools to support efforts to save places that matter, preserve community character, and promote heritage tourism.

If you have any questions about these ordinances, please contact Jennifer Meisner, Preservation Officer in the Historic Preservation Program, at 206-477-0384.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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