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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	11
	Name:
	Sherrie Hsu

	Proposed No.:
	2026-0090
	Date:
	June 17, 2026



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2026-0090 would rename one parcel of Skyway Park to Black Panther Park.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance (PO) 2026-0090 would rename one parcel of Skyway Park (parcel number 7812801985) as Black Panther Park to honor the legacy of the local Black Panther Party chapter. 

BACKGROUND 

Skyway Park is a King County Park located at the intersection of 75th Ave South and Renton Ave South in the Skyway area of unincorporated King County. The park was developed by Nurturing Roots through a Community Partnership and Grants program, which is funded by the Parks Levy.

The park’s final design was chosen through community engagement in 2024, construction took place in 2025, and the park opened in 2026. The park includes a central gathering area, raised herb and medicinal beds, bench seating, a concrete patio, and ADA-accessible pathways  and parking. The park also includes a community food pantry, a lending library, and mural art created by local artists.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance (PO) 2026-0090 would rename one parcel of Skyway Park (parcel number 7812801985) as Black Panther Park. The remainder of the parcels that are currently part of Skyway Park would remain part of Skyway Park. Black Panther Park and Skyway Park would be separate parks.

According to the fiscal note prepared by the Executive’s office, this designation is estimated to have one-time cost of $1,350 to install one park entrance sign at the park complex. This money would come from the Parks Levy Operating Fund and be spent during the 2026-2027 biennium. There is no existing signage at the park. 

According to Executive staff, after the parcel has been officially renamed, King County Parks would begin the process of designing, printing, and installing signage to match other signs in the county parks system. This process is estimated to take one to two months from design to installation.

According to the transmittal letter prepared by the Executive’s office, the name was chosen by the community to honor the Seattle Black Panther Party Chapter and its impact on the Skyway community and on the King County area. Some of the chapter’s community programs include the free breakfast program for all children, a free medical clinic in Seattle’s Central District known as the Carolyn Downs Medical Center.

The process of engaging with the community to select the park’s name was led by Nurturing Roots, with support from the Silent Task Force and Skyway Coalition in 2022.

Executive staff worked with partners to prepare this proposed ordinance and requested review from Nurturing Roots, Silent Task Force, and West Hill Community Association. All three organizations agreed with the final language.

INVITED

· Warren Jimenez, Director, Parks Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0090
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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