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	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2025 Revised Budget Biennialized
	
	$245,221,524
	
	$245,498,626
	
	36.0
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	($154,763)
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Decision Packages
	
	$45,872,058
	
	$7,500,358
	
	2.0 
	
	0.0 

	2026-2027 Proposed Budget
	
	$290,939,000
	
	$252,999,000
	
	38.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium, biennialized
	
	18.6%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, biennialized
	
	18.7%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Crisis Care Centers Levy property tax revenue



DESCRIPTION

The Crisis Care Center Levy is a levy lid lift approved by voters in 2023 to create five new regional Crisis Care Centers (CCC) throughout the County, with one center designated to serve youth. The CCC Levy also prioritizes the restoration of behavioral health residential treatment capacity, the expansion of treatment availability and sustainability in King County, and support for behavioral health workforce needs. The initial levy rate of $0.145 per $1,000 of assessed value in 2024 is projected to generate approximately $1.2 billion during the nine-year levy period. The CCC Levy implementation plan was adopted through Ordinance 19783 in June 2024 and governs CCC Levy expenditures from 2024 through 2032. The Levy's first annual report was transmitted to Council as Proposed Motion 2025-0252 and reports on activities in 2024.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Proposed Motion 2025-0252 https://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7516904&GUID=810A22E8-79C7-4B08-9139-8150A4F199F7&Options=Advanced&Search= ] 


SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The proposed budget would increase the appropriation authority for the CCC Fund by $45.7 million, almost $40 million of which is to align with the proposed investments outlined in the CCC Implementation Plan adopted through Ordinance 19783 in June 2024. 

There are three primary decision packages described below. 

Fast-Tracked Behavioral Health Workforce Investments [$483,154]: Levy Supporting Purpose 2 is to increase the sustainability and representativeness of the behavioral health workforce in King County by expanding community behavioral health career pathways, sustaining and expanding labor-management workforce development partnerships, and supporting crisis workforce development. Allowable expenditures for this includes Community Behavioral Health Career Pathways, Labor-Management Workforce Development Partnerships, and Crisis Workforce Development. Due to CCC services coming online faster than previous projections, this decision package would allocate $483,000 of funding planned to be expended in later years to support accelerated investment in the Behavioral Health Career Pathways. 

Behavioral Health Care Coordination Platform [$5,145,000]: The proposed budget would allocate $5.1 million for a new technology project to design, implement, and support a platform for King County's behavioral health crisis system to allow clinical providers to exchange real-time, care-related data. The platform is intended to replace and improve upon the current system and support coordination among CCCs, Designated Crisis Responders, and other behavioral health and crisis service providers, including those in the King County Integrated Care Network and the Behavioral Health Administrative Service Organization. This appropriation is fully revenue-backed through the CCC Levy and anticipated to be completed in October 2027. Additional details are included in the DCHS IT appropriation unit.

Technical Adjustment to Match the Implementation Plan [$39,517,713]: This decision package is a technical adjustment to align the 2026-2027 Biennial Budget with the Implementation Plan. According to a financial plan document provided by Executive staff, the proposed budget includes the following designations for funding:
1. $144.5 million to support the Levy's Paramount Purpose to create and operate five crisis care centers by the levy’s end: Of this $93.7 million represents capital expenses to open CCC #3 and #4, with $7.6 million set aside to perform maintenance. There is a $35 million capital reserve set aside for the 5th and final CCC facility. 
2. $65.2 million to support the Levy's Supporting Purpose 1 to increase residential treatment capacity which includes $2.5 million for maintenance and rehab of existing facilities and $62.7 million for new capital.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Executive staff indicate an RFP will be released in November. ] 

3. $35.7 million to support the Levy's Supporting Purpose 2 to increase the sustainability and representativeness of the behavioral health workforce in King County. 

Additional activities supporting the Levy's Paramount and Supporting Purposes 1 and 2 include:
· $15 million in continued investment in the early crisis response system; 
· $3.1 million to providers to address BH service capacity increases and technical assistance funding; 
· $2.5 million in funding to assess the levy’s impact; and 
· $25 million in crisis system administrative costs to manage the CCC levy implementation process.

Most of the CCC levy’s administrative budget covers DCHS staff costs including 36 FTEs hired between 2024 and 2025, and 3 additional FTEs planned to be hired in 2026-2027. 

Allocated costs in the CCC Fund for internal controls and audit response [$181,915] and office space needs [$188,598], correspond with proposed decision packages in the DCHS Administration appropriation unit. 

KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues for this appropriation unit.

