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SUBJECT
AN ORDINANCE relating to river and floodplain management, adopting the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan as a functional plan of the King County Comprehensive Plan; and amending Ordinance 11112, Section 1, and K.C.C. 20.12.480.
SUMMARY

This ordinance would adopt the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan (Flood Plan) as a Functional Plan, replacing the 1993 King County Flood Hazard Reduction Plan. The plan includes guiding policies, recommended countywide projects and programs, basin-specific projects and programs, cost-estimates for priority projects, and a funding chapter that recommends creation of a Countywide Flood Control Zone District (FCZD).  The plan identifies total project and program needs ranging from $179 million to $335 million. The total for completing Tier 1, status-quo plus “enhanced” projects (those identified as representing the absolute minimum level needed to significantly reduce flood risks to regional economy, transportation corridors, and public and private property) is estimated at $179 million ($205 million when annualized over a 10-year period, accounting for 2.5 percent annual inflation). The Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee (GMNR) had an initial briefing on the Flood Plan on July 11, 2006. 
Members heard a “Flood 101” presentation and follow-up to specific issues regarding the Flood Plan on July 12, 2006.  Continued discussion of major Flood Plan issues will continue today with a focus on regional economic benefits of Flood Plan-recommended projects (please see Attachment 1 for policy related to economic impact assessment), and the rationale for recommending a Countywide FCZD as a regional funding mechanism.  In response to member questions, Executive staff will also present information on how the proposed use of a Countywide FCZD assessment to fund projects along major rivers would coordinate with the use of existing surface water management funds for projects along smaller tributaries.  
BACKGROUND

King County manages more than 500 flood control facilities along major rivers throughout incorporated and unincorporated King County. These facilities include both flood containment levees and bank stabilization projects, and most were constructed decades ago. King County has experienced seven federally-declared flood disasters since 1990.  
Flood hazard management programs and projects along major river systems in King County are currently funded by three local revenue sources that generate approximately $3.5 million annually. The Flood Plan projects that revenue stream of $17.9 to $33.5 million annually would be needed to fund identified projects over a ten-year time frame. 

Chapter 7 of the Flood Plan (please see Attachment 2) reviews a number of funding options, and recommends a Countywide FCZD as the most appropriate funding mechanism to support regional flood hazard management projects.  Creation of a Countywide FCZD would require a series of steps and adoption of separate legislation by the Council, including an ordinance forming a Countywide FCZD and dissolving existing districts (Proposed Ordinance 2006-0334). A third legislative action would be needed to actually levy an assessment. 
Funding of Projects on Small Tributaries
The Flood Plan identifies $179 million in “Tier 1” project needs, which are focused on addressing flooding hazards on the major river mainstems.  This raises the question of how flooding problems along smaller tributary streams would be funded.  King County’s primary funding source for addressing tributary flooding problems is the Surface Water Management Fund (revenue comes from a service charge collected in unincorporated King County).  Executive staff have been asked to provide information on anticipated revenue levels and the categories of projects funded through the SWM fund. 
attachments

1. Excerpt from Executive Proposed Flood Plan: Funding Policies
2. Excerpt from Executive Proposed Flood Plan: Chapter 7, Funding 
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