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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0370 would establish the time of payment, interest, and penalties to be imposed on delinquent annual special assessment for the Lake Geneva Lake Management District and declare an emergency.

SUMMARY

Creation of a Lake Management District (LMD) in the Lake Geneva Watershed has required a series of Council actions over the course of the last year to comply with State law. These have included the following:

· Ordinance 18102 (September 2015): Adopted a Resolution of Intention to form the LMD. 
· Ordinance 18228 (February 2016): Adopted a resolution submitting the question of creating the LMD to the property owners. (Property owners subsequently voted to approve the formation of the LMD, with 85 percent voting in favor.)
· Ordinance 18282 (May 2016): Formally created the LMD pending a public hearing before the Hearing Examiner to hear objections to the special assessment roll.
· Ordinance 18310 (June 2016): Adopted a special assessment roll to fund the approved activities of the LMD.

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0370 would take the next step in this process. It would establish the time of payment, interest, and penalties to be imposed on delinquent annual special assessment for the LMD. This is necessary to allow County Treasury to comply with the terms of State law.[footnoteRef:1] The proposed ordinance would declare an emergency in order to allow the LMD to immediately begin the collection process of its special assessments to fund its work program for 2016, as contemplated in the management plan adopted in Ordinance 18228.  [1:  RCW 26.61.200] 




BACKGROUND 

Lake Geneva

Lake Geneva is a nearly 30-acre lake within a 179-acre watershed. The entire watershed lies within urban unincorporated King County, within Council District 7 between the cities of Federal Way and Auburn. Most of the lakeshore is single-family residential development, and a significant portion of the northeast shore of the lake is the County-owned Lake Geneva Park. Additionally, the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) owns a public boat launch along the southwest shore of the lake.

The lake has several state-listed aquatic noxious weeds, high water episodes due to lake outlet maintenance issues, and has recently experienced a decline in water clarity due to increased phosphorus input and algae growth. To address these issues, the Lake Geneva Property Owners’ Association received a grant from the King County Flood District's Flood Reduction Fund to create a Lake Management Plan, with the goal of forming an LMD.

The stated goals of the Lake Geneva Management Plan and LMD include:
· Create a funding mechanism to fund management actions on Lake Geneva
· Collect predetermined fees from the LMD for a set amount of time
· Develop a Lake Management Plan

Lake Management Districts

Lake Management Districts are authorized under RCW 36.61 as a mechanism to fund lake improvements and maintenance activities.  There are several steps to forming an LMD.  The Council completed the first step in the creation of an LMD by adopting a Resolution of Intention,[footnoteRef:2] the second step in the creation by submitting the question of formation to the property owners,[footnoteRef:3] the third step in formally creating the LMD,[footnoteRef:4] and the fourth step in adopting a special assessment roll to fund the approved activities of the LMD.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Ordinance 18102]  [3:  Ordinance 18228]  [4:  Ordinance 18282]  [5:  Ordinance 18310] 


These steps have been taken in compliance with RCW Chapter 36.61, which sets the process for the formation of a LMD. 

At present, the Council’s actions and approval by voters within the LMD have:

· Formed Lake Management District No. 2, in the Lake Geneva watershed, for 10 years.
· Established that the activities to be financed are those described in the Lake Management Plan adopted by Council as part of Ordinance 18228.
· Proposed a special assessment roll, by type of property (single-family residential property $145 per year; vacant parcels $45 per year; King County-owned park parcels $1,785 per year; and the Washington state-owned boat launch parcel $4,345 per year), for a total annual assessment of $14,500.
· Established that the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks will administer the LMD.
· Established a five-member advisory committee, made up of three property owners, a representative from King County Parks, and a representative from WDFW.

Following passage of the legislation described above, County Treasury has prepared the special assessment roll and is preparing to produce the required public notice and bills for the 2016 assessment in mid August. 

Due to the terms of the State law, the County must pass a fifth ordinance to establish the time of payment, interest, and penalties to be imposed on delinquent annual special assessment. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0370 would do that. To allow Treasury to proceed with its planned schedule, and to ensure that activities can begin in 2016, as contemplated in Ordinance 18228, Proposed Ordinance 2016-0370 has been drafted as an emergency.

ANALYSIS

The County has undertaken a complex set of legislative steps, in coordination with LMD property owners, to establish the LMD following the procedures required by State law.

The proposed ordinance would continue this sequence of actions and would allow County Treasury to proceed with the 2016 special assessment so that work on the LMD’s activities can begin this year. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0370
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