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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
Proposed Motion 2006-0327 would approve the process that the County Council will undertake in determining a name for the new county office building. 
BACKGROUND:

The County is currently under construction on a new office building to be located adjacent to the current administration building in downtown Seattle. The construction is expected to be complete in the first half of 2007. 
The new building is known presently as the “new county office building.” This proposed motion outlines a public process for ultimately selecting the name of the building. The County has historically set the names of building via ordinance. However, this proposed motion would outline a process for the public to have input in selecting three “finalist” names. The County Council would then set the final name via a future motion. 

ANALYSIS: 
This process, if adopted, would vary from prior processes for naming county buildings. In prior examples, like the Patricia Bracelin Steel Memorial Building and the Kent Pullen Regional Communications and Emergency Coordination Center, the there has not been a process for public input. This proposed motion would ask that initial step to be undertaken by a committee of citizens with the public, specifically school-age children providing input to the process. 
The proposed motion lays out a specific process which is summarized below. 

The County will select a building naming nomination group. This group will lead the naming process for the new county office building. Specifically the group will: 
· Consist of seven members

· Four members will be appointed by the County Council

· Three members will be selected by the County Executive

· Recommend criteria for selection of the name

· Recommend timing for the name selection process

· Review name submissions

· Recommend to the Council a final list of three names
The motion directs the naming group to reach out to organizations that connect with young King County residents. Specifically, the motion indicates that seventh-ninth graders should be targeted. The organizations could include schools, youth groups, community groups and assemblies of worship. 

The motion indicates that the process will include the above mentioned youth outreach and that submissions to the naming group should include a short essay supporting the selection of a particular name. The motion indicates that the acceptable names could include significant county residents, names of groups, social movements, and artifacts or other symbols or activities significant to King County residents. 

Once the group has narrowed the proposed names down to three, those names will be submitted to the Council who will set the official name of the building by motion. There is no anticipated financial cost associated with adoption of this motion. 
REASONABLENESS: 
This process provides for public input into the naming process of the new building. As such, adoption of this motion would constitute a reasonable policy decision.  

ATTACHMENTS:

Proposed Motion 2006-0327
PAGE  
2
O:\Budget & Fiscal Management\staffreportmaster\Hamacher\2006-0327 process for naming the ncob 8-30-2006 sr phh.doc 



_919829133

