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SUBJECT:

A MOTION confirming the director of elections's appointment of Evelyn Arnold as King County superintendent of elections.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2009-0582 would confirm the Director of Elections appointment of Evelyn Arnold as the Superintendent of Elections for King County.  If confirmed, Ms. Arnold will hold the second highest leadership position in the largest election operation in Washington State. 
BACKGROUND:

In February 2009, a citizen initiative determined that King County Elections would be headed by an elected, non-partisan director. For the first time in County history, the Director of Elections has appointed a Superintendent rather than the Executive doing so. The Elections Department is responsible for conducting elections, maintaining voter registration records in conjunction with the state of Washington, and provides election-related information to the public and other governmental entities. The proposed 2010 budget for Elections is $18.6 million with 63 full time equivalent employees.

As the legislative body empowered with oversight of county management and operations, the Council has taken a number of steps in the County Code (as well as legislation separate from the code) to ensure the fairness, openness, accountability and accuracy of King County elections.  In February 2003, the Council adopted Ordinance 14570 that requires Council confirmation of the Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division (now the Director of Elections) as well as the Superintendent of Elections.  That is the reason for the subject legislation.
EXPERIENCE OF APPOINTEE:

Selected experience of Ms. Arnold’s career is listed below. More detail can be found in the confirmation packet.
· September 28, 1009 – Superintendent Designee, Elections, King County
· 1990 to present – Auditor, Chelan County
· 1989 to 1990 – Accountant, Chelan County Auditor’s Office
Ms. Arnold earned a Bachelor of Science degree in accounting from Central Washington University and is a Certified Public Accountant.  She has been active in the Washington State Association of County Auditors, serving as president, vice president and secretary/treasurer. Ms. Arnold also served as co-chair of the Legislative, Election, Recording and Finance committees. 

In 2002 Ms. Arnold was awarded the “Voter Outreach Award” by the Secretary of State for her strong commitment to voter outreach and education. In 2004 the Secretary of State honored Ms. Arnold as the “Auditor of the Year” for her overall leadership and accomplishments in improving the administration of elections.

Since September of 2006 Ms. Arnold has served on King County’s Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee as a representative of the Washington State Association of County Auditors. This has given her an opportunity to observe and learn how elections are conducted in the largest county in the state. In their spare time, Ms. Arnold and her husband operate an orchard and reclaimed lumber business.
Letters of Support:

The confirmation packet contains letters of support for Ms. Arnold as Superintendent from:
· Sam Reed, Secretary of State, State of Washington
· Nick Handy, Director of Elections, Office of Secretary of State, State of Washington
· King County Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee
Invited:

Evelyn Arnold, Superintendent Designee, Elections
Sherril Huff, Director of Elections

Attachments:

1.  Proposed Motion 2009-0582
2.  Transmittal Letter dated October 14, 2009
3.  Confirmation Packet
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