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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0562 would approve the Ronald Wastewater District’s 2010 Comprehensive Sewer Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of wastewater utility comprehensive plans is required by County code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0562 furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Priority by providing support for water quality through effective management of wastewater.
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all wastewater system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan
· reflects current supply and demand
· forecasts future supply and demand
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE RONALD WASTEWATER DISTRICT’S 2010 COMPREHENSIVE SEWER PLAN 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan on June 16, 2010 and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area  The District is located within the City of Shoreline and unincorporated Snohomish County.  The service area is bounded on the west by Puget Sound, on the north primarily by the King-Snohomish County line and extending into Snohomish County along the shoreline, on the south by the City of Seattle, on the southwest by the Highlands Sewer District, and on the east primarily by the City of Lake Forest Park.  Due to the topography of the area of the eastern boundary, the District provides sewer service by gravity to 80 homes within the City of Lake Forest Park, and the City of Lake Forest Park provides gravity sewer service to 82 homes in the City of Shoreline.  The District serves an area of 6870 acres and serves over 99% of Shoreline’s 54,320 residents.  
Facilities  The District’s current facilities include a system consisting of 16 lift stations, 21 grinder pumps and approximately 190 miles of 6-inch to 30-inch diameter sanitary sewer mains.  Sewer service is generally provided by gravity flow through the District system.  The District provides wastewater collection only.  Treatment is provided by the City of Edmonds, with its treatment plant treating approximately 10% of the District’s sewage volume, and King County, with its West Point plant treating the remaining 90% of the District’s volume.  At the end of 2008, the District had 23,383 sewer residential customer equivalents (RCEs) from 16,636 accounts including multifamily and commercial accounts connected to the sewer collection system. 
Growth  According to the City of Shoreline Comprehensive Plan, Shoreline is now substantially developed, with only a little over one percent of its total area remaining vacant or available for use.  There is little potential for significant increase in sewage flows into the District system due to present land use patterns, current zoning restrictions and topographic conditions.  Municipalities bordering the District have limited the potential for boundary expansion.  The future service area is expected to be the same as the current, except that it should include two areas anticipated for annexation—Holyrood Cemetery and Seattle Golf Course.  It is anticipated that future expansion will result from developer extensions and possible changes in the residential land patterns from single family to multiple family dwellings.  

System Improvements  The majority of the system is nearing 50 years old.  The District has begun detailed evaluation of the system and has documented deficiencies.  Among identified deficiencies are two lift stations scheduled for rehabilitation in 2010, and three additional stations which will require upgrading within the next six years.  Also, repairs to the District’s sewer mains, manholes and side sewer stubs, repairs on private sewer connections and disconnection of illegal connections may be necessary to extend the life of the collection system and reduce the amount of inflow and infiltration.  This work is specifically identified as part of the District’s inflow and infiltration program.  Hydraulic analysis has shown that some sections of the collection system may not have adequate capacity for future levels of development, or for extraneous flows.  The Comprehensive Sewer Plan recommends that flow monitoring and more detailed study should be performed prior to constructing replacement or parallel lines to verify that recommended improvements are necessary to remedy real conditions.  The Plan identifies 112 overcapacity mains and proposed replacement mains.  The Plan addresses a $54 million Capital Improvement Program over 21 years to address capital needs, and provides a project schedule and funding sources.  
SEPA  On October 7, 2009, the District issued a Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The Plan has been reviewed by the state Department of Ecology.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0562, with the attached Ronald Wastewater District’s 2010 Comprehensive Sewer Plan
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