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SUBJECT:
A briefing on the Conservation Futures Citizen Oversight Committee’s recommendations for 2009 Conservation Futures Tax project allocations and 2009 Parks Expansion Levy open space acquisition funds.  

BACKGROUND:

Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) funds are collected county-wide as a dedicated portion of the property tax and are, in accordance with state law and King County Code, available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  The CFT tax rate is $0.0625 per $1,000 of assessed value, the maximum allowed under state law. In 2009, CFT is expected to generate approximately $10.7 million available for acquisition programming in King County. 

A year ago, in August 2007 King County voters approved a six year Parks Expansion Levy.  The levy provides funding for acquisition of open space and trails in unincorporated King County and its cities, recreation programs, and capital improvements for the Woodland Park Zoo.  Approximately $20 million of the levy is anticipated to be dedicated to unincorporated King County open space acquisitions over the six-year life of the levy.  The Council requested via Motion 12587 that the Executive establish a process for coordinating the expenditure of these levy funds with similar projects proposed for CFT funding.  In the spring of this year, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) staff worked with the CFT Citizens Committee to develop criteria and a process for coordinating the review and recommendations.  The Utilities and Parks Committee was briefed on the proposed process for coordinated review and recommendations CFT and a Levy funding at its June 2008 meeting.
King County Code establishes a process for an annual allocation of CFT funds through a citizen based review managed by the Conservation Futures Citizen Oversight Committee (COC).  King County and its cities compete for CFT funds by submitting applications for acquisition projects that are then reviewed by the COC.  The COC makes recommendations to the King County Executive and Council for CFT funds to support acquisition of selected properties. This year, as noted above, the process also included discussion and recommendations for Parks Expansion Levy funding based on the criteria the COC had developed.      The CFT application and review process proceeded as follows:

1. In January 2008 King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks mailed CFT applications to all cities in the county.

2. In February 2008 the COC held application workshops.

3. In April 2008 jurisdictions (cities and King County) submitted their applications for CFT funds to King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks.
4. In May 2008 the COC visited the applicant field sites.
5. By July 2008 the COC reviewed all applications, conducted site visits, deliberated on the applications and submitted its recommendations for CFT appropriations and Parks Levy funding to the Executive.

6. In October 2008 the Executive will transmit the annual budget ordinances to the Council, including recommended CFT and Levy appropriations. 

7. In November 2008 the Council will take action on the recommended CFT appropriations, thus completing the annual CFT process. 

Upon completion of their review of 31 proposed acquisition projects for a total of over $20 million, the COC has recommended 28 projects for a total of approximately $10.7 million.  In anticipation of the upcoming 2009 budget review process, 13 CFT acquisition projects have been recommended for suburban cities, 5 projects have been recommended for the City of Seattle, and 13 projects have been recommended for unincorporated King County.   When the COC made its recommendations for Parks Expansion Levy projects in June, the level of available funding was not yet determined by the Parks Division, so the committee made a “scalable” recommendation in its report that ranged from a high of over $5 million to a minimum of approximately $3.3 million.  According to DNRP staff the available/recommended funding will be around $3.3 million.  Funding recommendations for individual projects located in suburban cities and Seattle projects begin on page 6 of the attached recommendation report (Attachment 1).  The funding recommendations for projects for unincorporated King County, including recommendations for Parks Expansion Levy funding, start on page 11.  A financial summary of funds requested and recommended is provided in tables beginning on page 18 of the recommendations report.      
The Conservation Futures Citizens Oversight Committee Chair (with assistance from Department of Natural Resources and Parks staff) will present the COC’s recommendations, including the factors influencing those recommendations.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee Recommendation for the Allocation of 2009 Conservation Futures Tax Levy Collections and 2009 Parks Expansion Levy Open Space Acquisition Funds
INVITED:

Terry Lavender, Chair, Conservation Futures Citizen Oversight Committee

David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Linda Holecek, Acquisitions Supervisor, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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