
[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	1, 2
	Name:
	Megan Smith

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0417 and 2003-0389 
	Date:
	September 9, 2003

	Attending:
	Bill Eckel, Manager, Land and Water Stewardship Section, Water and Land Resources Division


SUBJECT:  
· An ordinance authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with Tacoma Public Utilities to implement habitat restoration project at Auburn Narrows Park on the Green River. 

· An ordinance authorizing the executive to grant a wetland protection easement over a 21.88-acre portion of the Auburn Narrows Park in exchange for mutual benefits that include construction enhancement, monitoring and maintenance. 

SUMMARY:

Auburn Narrows Park is located along the Green River. The Auburn Narrows Project has two parts:  a wetland mitigation portion to be carried out by Tacoma Public Utilities, and a restoration portion to be carried out by King County. Please see Attachment 1 for an aerial photo and outline of the mitigation and restoration areas. Under the terms of the interlocal agreement, King County has the option of contracting Tacoma to perform the actual restoration work. 

Adoption of this legislation will enable Tacoma Public Utilities to follow through on earlier wetland mitigation conditions adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council as part of approving the Tacoma Water Comprehensive Plan and Second Supply Project (a pipeline that draws water from the Green River).  King County’s restoration portion will begin to draw funds from a $2.5 million Environmental Restoration Fund (ERF) that was established as another condition of approving the Tacoma Water Comprehensive Plan and Second Supply Project. 

Earlier this year, the Utilities Committee approved an update to the Tacoma Water Comprehensive Plan, and noted the continued obligation on the part of Tacoma to follow through with mitigation requirements. 

Utilities Committee staff review focused on the following questions: 
Is the mitigation portion of this project intended to fulfill Tacoma’s obligation for off-site wetland mitigation?  Yes, through long-term monitoring and maintenance will be required to determine that it is functioning properly.

Does the Interlocal Agreement include provisions for monitoring and maintenance of the mitigation and restoration work? 

Yes. Specific monitoring and maintenance activities for the wetland mitigation and habitat restoration will be established by permitting agencies. Tacoma will perform the monitoring and maintenance activities for the wetland mitigation portion for the first year. After the first year, King County will perform the monitoring and maintenance activities for the mitigation portion with reimbursement by Tacoma. 
How was this property originally purchased by the county? 

The Auburn Narrows land was originally acquired in two purchases – the first in 1969 and the second in 1980 - using a combination of funding from the state’s Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation and Forward Thrust. Although the land was never formally developed as a park, the original funding requires replacement of the land that is being taken out of recreation use.  Under the terms of the ILA, Tacoma will provide $230,000 to pay for replacement recreation land.  The replacement is subject to approval by the Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation. King County is proposing that the $230,000 be used to complete links in King County’s regional trail system. 

What is the total cost of the restoration portion of the project, and where will funding come from?
The cost of the restoration portion is estimated at $540,000. King County will draw funds from the ERF. 
What is the process for transferring and prioritizing ERF funds? 
Ordinance 10776 directed the following payment schedule: 

· $750,000 due upon issuance of a notice to proceed for construction

· $500,000 due upon commencement of operations of the completed pipeline (anticipated   by the end of 2004)
· $1,250,000 shall be paid by Tacoma in ten equal payments of $125,000 plus interest on the anniversary date of the commencement of the completed pipeline operation for ten years
This ordinance required that a portion of the funds be used for improving fish habitat along the Green River Corridor, and that the county shall consult with Tacoma and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, if the tribe elects to participate, to determine priorities for the fund. The balance of the fund shall be used for the acquisition of property or construction of projects to support water resources protection and enhancement, fisheries and wildlife protection, and/or recreation within the Green River Basin

Summary of Legislation and Review by Other Committees

· Proposed Ordinance 2003-0417 authorizes the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with Tacoma (please see Attachment 2).  Natural Resources, Parks, and Open Space (NRPOS) Committee has reviewed and endorsed the substance of this ordinance. 

· Proposed Ordinance 2003-0389 (please see Attachment 3) authorizes the executive to grant a wetland protection easement over a portion of Auburn Narrows Park. This piece of legislation was dually referred to NRPOS and Utilities and received a “do pass recommendation” from NRPOS on September 4, 2003. Amendments to body and title are required to fill in the blank for the ordinance authorizing the interlocal agreement. 
· In addition, appropriation of the $230,000 for purchase of replacement recreation land is needed and is being handled in Budget and Fiscal Management Committee.
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Aerial photo and site map for Auburn Narrows Restoration and Mitigation Project 
2. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0417 with attachment 
3. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0389 with attachment
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