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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2013-0490 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Felicia Gonzalez to the 4Culture (Cultural Development Authority) Board of Directors.

BACKGROUND

Ordinance 14482 established the Cultural Development Authority of King County, known as 4Culture, to administer the County’s arts and heritage programs funded by hotel-motel tax revenues and the Public Art (1% for Art) Program. Ordinance 14482 established a 15-member Board of Directors to govern 4Culture. Members are nominated by the Executive and confirmed by the Council.

4Culture Board Candidate Felicia Gonzalez. Ms. Gonzelez lives in Seattle in District 2. She is currently the Associate Director for Corporate and Foundation Relations for the University of Washington’s College of Arts & Sciences, and prior to that was the long-time Director of Development for Seattle Arts & Lectures. Previous positions included jobs as Development Director for Chaya, a resource for South Asian women; and Development Officer for the Henry Art Gallery. As a result, Ms. Gonzalez is very familiar with both the local arts and education community and also with the challenges and opportunities of arts funding. She has experience with grant writing, budgeting and cost control, community outreach, and event production.

Ms. Gonzalez is also well known in the local arts community as a poet and short story writer. She won a 2007 fellowship from Artist Trust, the Washington State Arts Commission, which noted, 

“In both English and Spanish, her work is intended to be an exploration of cultural identity, family dynamics, what it means to be female within and between cultures, and queer identity. Her poetry celebrates the oral tradition of Cuba combined with percussive rhythms, African folk tales and bedtime stories.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  http://artisttrust.org/index.php/award-winners/artist-profile/felicia_r_gonzalez] 


Ms. Gonzalez won an individual artist award from the Seattle Mayor’s Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs in 2006, and was the featured performer at the Burning Word Poetry Festival on Whidbey Island in 2008. Her work has been featured at the Richard Hugo House, at the Elliott Bay Book Company, on the Seattle Channel’s Take 21, and at the Downtown Seattle Public Library in conjunction with National Poetry Month.

Ms. Gonzalez shares her love of writing by teaching adult writing workshops at Richard Hugo House and youth writing workshops through Emerging Voice, Eleventh Hour Production’s youth program.


ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Motion 2013-0490
2.  Executive transmittal letter

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Councilmembers only.
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