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at its 2 November 2009 meeting the Committee of the Whole amended the text of the proposed motion and passed it out of committee, subject to signature, with a Do Pass recommendation.
summary
Proposed Motion 2009-0584 (Attachment 1, pp. 5-7 of these materials) would support the City of Seattle in its bid to be one of the host cities for the 2018 or 2022 FIFA
 World Cup. The motion would also support the effort to achieve the maximum economic and cultural benefit to the region from hosting the World Cup.
BACKGROUND
The FIFA World Cup is an international football (a/k/a soccer) tournament contested by 32 men’s national teams, which are drawn, through a series of qualifying tournaments, from an initial field of more than 200.
 The World Cup has been held every four years since 1930 (except for 1942 and 1946) and is the biggest sporting event in the world. FIFA estimates that the cumulative worldwide television audience of the 2006 World Cup was 26.29 billion, of whom 715 million watched the final match (including 16.9 million in the U.S.).
The 2006 World Cup was hosted by Germany. In 2010 and 2014, it will be hosted by South Africa and Brazil, respectively. In December of 2010 FIFA will decide which countries will host the 2018 and 2022 World Cups. The other countries with whom the U.S. is competing are listed in Attachment 3 (p. 11 of these materials).
THE U.S. BID

The USA Bid Committee is a non-profit organization that has been created by the U.S. Soccer Federation to prepare a bid for the United States to host the 2018 or 2022 World Cup. The committee will submit its bid to FIFA in May of 2010. The members of the committee’s board of directors, one of whom is Seattle Sounders co-owner Drew Carey, are listed in Attachment 4 (p. 13 of these materials).
Seattle is one of 27 U.S. metropolitan areas that are currently competing to be included as host cities in the bid to be submitted by the USA Bid Committee. The others are listed in Attachment 5 (p. 15 of these materials), together with the local stadiums where the World Cup matches would be played.
Although the U.S. hosted the World Cup as recently as 1994, that World Cup is considered by many to have been the most successful World Cup in history. Total attendance at all matches was 3,587,538, and average attendance per match was 68,991—records that, according to the USA Bid Committee, still stand.
The U.S. hosting of the 1994 World Cup was followed by the creation of Major League Soccer (“MLS”) in 1996. The 15 MLS teams now include the Seattle Sounders, which is currently in the MLS playoffs following an inaugural season that set the MLS record for highest average attendance per game at 30,493.
economic impact
Besides the honor and prestige associated with hosting the World Cup, there can be a substantial economic benefit to the host country. On October 27 the USA Bid Committee released a study estimating a domestic economic impact of five billion dollars if the U.S. were chosen to host the 2018 or 2022 World Cup. See Attachment 6 (pp. 17-20 of these materials).
 The study projects an economic impact of $400 million to $600 million (in 2009 dollars) for each host city, assuming there are 12 host cities and five to six matches are played in each. 
THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Proposed Motion 2009-0584 provides that:

1. King County should assist the City of Seattle in its pursuit of hosting the 2018 or 2022 FIFA World Cup and market King County, the greater Seattle region, and the United States as an attractive host for an international soccer tournament;

2. King County should look for and pursue opportunities to maximize potential economic and cultural benefits to the region from hosting the World Cup and associated activities.

The motion is similar to Seattle City Council Resolution 31160 (Attachment 7, pp. 21-23 of these materials), which was adopted unanimously on October 19 of this year.

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 (Attachment 2, p. 9 of these material) would make technical corrections to the motion.
� “The Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) is an association governed by Swiss law founded in 1904 and based in Zurich. It has 208 member associations and its goal, enshrined in its Statutes, is the constant improvement of football. FIFA employs some 310 people from over 35 nations and is composed of a Congress (legislative body), Executive Committee (executive body), General Secretariat (administrative body) and committees (assisting the Executive Committee).” Source: http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/federation/index.html.


� There is also a FIFA Women’s World Cup. The U.S. women’s national team won the 1999 Women’s World Cup and took third place in 2003 and 2007. The U.S. hosted the Women’s World Cup in 2003.


� The study was commissioned by the USA Bid Committee and was conducted by the Economics practice group at AECOM, an international consulting firm that has almost 45,000 employees, serves clients in more than 100 countries, and has annual revenue in excess of six billion dollars.
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