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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 5
       DATE: February 6, 2004
BRIEFING: 2004-B0011
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  2004 Work Program for the Law, Justice & Human Services Committee
SUMMARY:  A proposed work program for 2004 has been prepared for committee discussion and approval.  The work program includes overall goals for the major subject areas assigned to the committee, including the Juvenile and Adult Justice Systems, Human Services and Public Health.  The goals are followed by a listing and schedule of key work items for the committee.
The 2002 work program emphasized policy choices to help the county deal with the Current Expense shortfall problem, focusing particularly the development and approval of the Adult Justice Operational Master Plan (AJOMP).  Emphasis in 2003 was on implementation of the AJOMP and the other major Law & Justice and Human Services policies and plans developed and approved over the previous couple of years (the Juvenile Justice Operational Master Plan and the Framework Policies for Human Services).  
 The proposed work program for 2004 continues the emphasis on assuring full implementation of the previously adopted policies and plans for improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the adult and juvenile justice systems and providing effective treatment options.  Implementation of these plans has thus far been key to reducing overall county costs in light of reducing revenue growth.  
The 2004 work program also includes items for tracking the work of the Executive Task Force on how to maintain support for regional Human Services programs and initiating review of the county’s Public Health responsibilities.  The review of Public Health is intended to be a first step that may ultimately lead to setting longer term direction regarding Public Health policy and funding similar to what the county has been doing for Public Safety and Human Services.  
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