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SUBJECT

A briefing by staff from the King County Office of Emergency Management (OEM), the Washington Emergency Management Division (EMD), and the City of Renton on disaster preparedness at the individual and governmental level.

BACKGROUND: 

King County Office of Emergency Management (OEM). Under the authority of Chapter 38.52 RCW and King County Code (KCC) 2.56, OEM, housed in the Department of Executive Services, works with a broad array of public and private sector partners to plan for disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. KCC 2.56.030 defines OEM’s mission as follows:

“… to provide for the effective direction, control and coordination of county government emergency services functional units, to coordinate with other governments and the private, nongovernmental sector, in compliance with a state approved comprehensive emergency management plan and to serve as the coordinating entity for cities, county governmental departments, and other appropriate agencies during incidents and events of regional significance.”  

OEM's stated priorities are to provide the following outcomes:

1. Regional emergency services - To provide region-wide planning and emergency response coordination for jurisdictional and private sector partners.

2. Standards based programs - To achieve a state of continuous improvement by measuring quality, cost, delivery, safety, and morale.

3. Resilient and inclusive systems - To have the ability to prepare and plan for, absorb, respond to, recover from, and adapt more successfully to adverse events.

4. Quality workforce - To develop a strong workforce made up of internal and external partners, ready to coordinate emergency response and recovery.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/emergency-management/about-us.aspx] 


According to OEM's 2018-2019 Report, in 2018, the emergency operations center (EOC) was activated a number of times, for diverse events including a cyber attack in Sammamish, a water main break in the King County Courthouse, a fire at the Heritage Building in Auburn, and the national 9-1-1 outage in December. The EOC was also activated for ten days during the snow event in early 2019, and fielded more than 700 calls from county residents needing assistance.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/emergency-management/documents/reports/oem-annual-report-2018.ashx?la=en] 


OEM provides preparedness information for residents on a number of topics, including earthquake, tsunami and seiche, drought, landslides, and terrorism.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/emergency-management/hazards/list-of-all-hazards.aspx] 


Washington Emergency Management Division (EMD). The WA EMD is a division of the Washington Military Department. The Washington Emergency Management Division leads and coordinates mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery in Washington State to minimize the impact of disasters and emergencies on the people, property, environment and economy. During state emergencies, EMD manages the State Emergency Operations Center located on Camp Murray, near Tacoma, and coordinates the response of state and local agencies. 


INVITED:

1. Brendan Mccluskey, Director, King County Office of Emergency Management
2. Jason Marquiss, Deputy Director, Washington Emergency Management Division
3. Deb Needham, Emergency Management Director, City of Renton

ATTACHMENT:

	1.  19 0821 final regional policy committee presentation
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