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A motion endorsing the White Center Community Enhancement Initiative.

Background

The White Center community is the major population and commercial core of the large unincorporated area known as North Highline.  The community has over 20,000 residents with diverse nationalities, cultures and languages.  This diversity makes White Center one of the most unique communities in the county.  
During the past several years, the county, either by itself or in partnership with other public or private entities, has sought to recreate the White Center community as a desired place for homes and employment.  For instance, the county recently approved funding (over $6.5 million) for the King County Housing Authority’s Greenbridge redevelopment project.  NOTE: The county’s commitment to providing this funding was instrumental in the KCHA’s success in garnering a $35 million HUD Hope VI loan in 2001.  

The Greenbridge project includes more than the creation of a mixed-income residential development.  It also involves other types of development (a new school, community and social service centers, food bank, etc.) that will drastically improve the livability of the entire White Center community.  
The White Center Community Enhancement Initiative seeks to build upon the model of the Greenbridge project to further nurture a vibrant, mixed-income, diverse community in White Center  by: 
· Using county resources and public-private partnerships to support community organizations and residents in their efforts to create a healthy White Center.  Lakewood Park Community Center for the new millennium   NOTE: A good example of this  is the proposal to contribute funding towards a partnership between King County and the Technology Access Foundation (TAF), a Seattle-based leader in technology education, to construct and operate a community center in the underutilized northeast corner of Lakewood Park.

· Using recent investments in new sidewalks along 16th Ave SW between 100th and Roxbury to encourage local businesses to participate in programs that will enliven community streetscapes and enhance the appeal of the shopping district.

· Evaluating opportunities to enhance or redevelop underutilized properties consistent with economic and community development priorities;

· Promoting architectural designs and building orientations that maximize the development potential of properties.

· Working to ensure that the White Center Bog and SW 98th Street serve as a safe and attractive pedestrian connection between the White Center central business district and the Greenbridge development.

· Encouraging community groups and nonprofit organizations to participate grant programs to improve parks and open spaces.  NOTE:  King County has awarded grant monies to support habitat restoration and tree planting in Lakewood and White Center Heights parks, provide summer jobs for White Center youth and engage adult volunteers and students from three local schools. 
· Maintaining an $8 million regional funding investment in human services in the 2006 budget maintain its eight-million-dollar and continue.

· Dismantling the economic barriers that limit homeownership and educational opportunities 

· Completing appropriate impact fee waivers of approximately $75,600 for affordable housing development at Greenbridge.

· Continuing to support workforce and business development.

· Seeking "neighborhood revitalization strategy area" designation from HUD to gain greater flexibility in the use of federal block grants to support economic development and housing opportunities for low- and moderate-income persons.

· Investing in technology programs and partnerships to ensure youth and families in the White Center community are afforded opportunities to succeed in an information-based society.  NOTE:  A demonstration project of King County’s Public Access Network in White Center Park allows the public to access the internet free of charge with a wireless enabled laptop or PDA.   MSN claimed the naming rights to Wi-Fi hotspots in King County's Parks with a sponsorship that contributes to parks maintenance and operations. White Center Park joins Marymoor Park and the Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center as King County Parks’ wireless hot zones.
SUMMARY

The proposed motion endorses these actions.  It also calls for the evaluation the effectiveness of this initiative over the next six months and an assessment of the benefits of replicating this initiative efforts in other neighborhoods of North Highline and other unincorporated communities.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2005-0406
2. Transmittal letter dated September 29, 2005
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