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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	5
	Date:
	July 24, 2007

	Ordinance No.:
	2007-0393
	Prepared by:
	Rick Bautista

	Attending:
	Mark Isaacson, Director, Water and Land Resources


Subject:  An emergency ordinance relating to the use, repair and expansion of existing livestock flood sanctuaries within the zero-rise flood fringe and FEMA floodway of the Snoqualmie Valley Agricultural Production District.

Background:  
The Snoqualmie Valley APD is the single largest APD in King County at 14,581 acres and historically has had a very productive agricultural industry.  The Snoqualmie Valley APD is regularly inundated by flood waters due to high levels of precipitation.  In the past sixteen years, the Snoqualmie Valley has experienced four of the highest floods on record, with the likelihood of more frequent occurrences in the future.

Flooding has greatly impacted agriculture within the Snoqualmie Valley APD due to:
· Crop damage and a federal Food and Drug Administration provision stating that flood inundated food items, including produce in the ground, are contaminated (or "adulterated") and must be destroyed,  and
· A lack of safe havens for farm animals and high ground to protect to farm products, such as seeds, flower bulbs, hay and similar products, and equipment and allow the continuation of farm activities such as milking of dairy cows.
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED Ordinance 2007-0393:

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0393 arises out of a related motion (2007-0337) that calls for the executive to convene a task force to study ways to reduce the effect of flooding on farmers in the Snoqualmie Valley APD (see Attachment 2 for map pf APD).  One of the topics to be studied is related to livestock sanctuaries within the floodway of that APD (see Attachment 3 for map of floodway).  

Proposed Ordinance  2007-0337 would move forward with code revisions affecting livestock sanctuaries within the zero-rise floodway, the floodway fringe and the FEMA floodway.  The revisions would:
· Be limited to the repair and expansion of existing livestock sanctuaries within the Snoqualmie Valley APD,
· Limit the total cumulative increase in square footage for expansions is 80,000 square feet within the entire Snoqualmie Valley APD,
· Broaden the use of these livestock sanctuaries to go beyond saving livestock to allow storage of farm equipment and products such as, seeds, bulbs, and hay or other feed, and
· Incorporate a number of best management practices (see Attachment 4) that were first developed by the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks to implement a 1990 emergency ordinance to allow construction of livestock sanctuaries in the Snoqualmie valley, and later used by the King Conservation District for the review of farm management plans.  
In addition, an emergency clause is included in order to allow implementation of the proposed standards by the start of the next flood season.  

Attachments:


1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0393
2. Map of Snoqualmie Valley APD

3. Map of floodway within the Snoqualmie Valley APD
4. Farm Management Plan public rules 
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