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December 29, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips 

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
This letter transmits two ordinances relating to the Ship Canal Water Quality Project (Project), a joint project between King County and Seattle Public Utilities (SPU). This Project provides a public benefit as it controls one of the County’s combined sewer overflow (CSO) basins five years earlier than anticipated and provides increased flexibility to manage CSO flows into the ship canal which improves water quality. Because this single Project negates the need for the Wastewater Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (WTD) to construct two and SPU to construct four independent CSO control projects, the Project will reduce environmental impacts and minimize neighborhood disruption.
King County entered into a federal consent decree with the Washington State Department of Ecology and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on July 3, 2013 which requires control of the County’s CSO basins by December 31, 2030. One of the ordinances transmitted with this letter would authorize execution of a Joint Project Agreement with SPU for the design, construction, operations, and maintenance of the Project for CSO control. The second ordinance requests a supplemental appropriation of $14,190,219 to WTD Capital Improvement Fund 3611 for initial work on the Project.
This Project is a coordinated effort between WTD and SPU and involves the construction of a 15-million gallon CSO storage facility. SPU will serve as the lead agency for design and construction of the Project. This single storage facility will control five of SPU’s CSO basins in Ballard and Fremont/Wallingford, and the County’s 3rd Avenue West and 11th Avenue Northwest CSO basins for which independent construction projects would have been completed in 2023 and 2030 respectively. The Project, which is scheduled for completion in 2025, will significantly reduce overflows of sewage and stormwater into the Ship Canal and meet the requirements for controlling these CSO basins under SPU’s and WTD’s federal consent decrees.
The Project allows both SPU’s and WTD’s flows from multiple basins to be managed in a single storage facility to minimize overflows. Subject to the King County Council’s and Seattle City Council’s approval, WTD and SPU have tentatively agreed on the terms of a Ship Canal Water Quality Joint Project Agreement that provides for the funding of, the planning, design, construction, maintenance, operation, repair, replacement, alteration, and improvement of the facility.
The requested supplemental appropriation will fund WTD’s portion of the proposed Project for the 2015-16 Biennial Budget. The total cost estimate for this Project is $423 million which includes approximately $41 million in conveyance and land acquisition costs that are exclusive to SPU. The proposed Project cost share is based upon the projected cost for each entity to construct independent projects. For WTD, this is estimated to be $134 million which is 35 percent of the total project cost minus costs exclusive to SPU ($382 million). Note that these cost estimates are Class 4 estimates with a range of minus 20 percent to plus 30 percent.
These two ordinances support the environmental sustainability goal of the King County Strategic Plan by authorizing a joint project agreement and appropriating funds for a CSO control project that will improve water quality in the region.

Thank you for your consideration of these ordinances. Their passage will ensure the County can continue its coordinated effort with SPU to achieve CSO control in the Lake Washington Ship Canal.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sharman Herrin, Government Relations Administrator of the Wastewater Treatment Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-5376, or sharman.herrin@kingcounty.gov.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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