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January 26, 2018


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits an ordinance that amends the process used to appeal suspensions of use privileges for transit services and locations. As a result of the efforts undertaken by Metro in response to Motion 14441, in collaboration with advocates for accused persons, a work plan was accepted by Council as Motion 14675 in July 2016, and called for amendment of the existing process by which a suspended person could either appeal or seek mitigation of their suspension, resulting in a new, bifurcated process.  

The ordinance amends KCC 28.96.430 such that it identifies the creation of a two-pronged approach to appealing Metro Transit suspensions issued in response to non-violent acts. This is consistent with the intent of Council that persons suspended from Metro service be able to appeal such suspensions in a timely manner and in a way that preserves their ability to seek redress from independent bodies  and maintain access to services when possible, while also maintaining the necessary degree of public safety within the transit system. 

If adopted, this ordinance will support Metro’s continued ability to issue suspensions of use to persons whose presence has been determined to be a risk to the safety and security of the transit system, its employees, and/or passengers. Further, it will enable those persons who are issued a suspension to determine if they want to request mitigation to alter the suspension to enable continued ridership to support their livelihood, medical needs, education, etc., or alternately, to ask for the suspension to be stricken via an appeal. Additionally, it increases the options and improves equity available to suspended persons. Metro has formed a Mitigation Panel that represents a broad cross-section of the agency and seeks to create an equitable forum for a person requesting mitigation terms. Metro is also grateful for the support of the King County Hearing Examiner’s Office and intends to utilize the Hearing Examiner as the appeal body. This introduces a completely independent process for suspended persons to seek relief.

This legislation supports the King County Strategic Plan goal of Safety and Justice by providing for a safe and just community through proactive law enforcement and an accessible and fair justice system, while implementing alternatives to divert people from the criminal justice system. It accomplishes this goal by providing an easy to access and well-balanced appeal and mitigation process for those suspended from Metro service, eliminates suspensions for those who appeal a suspension and provide proof of exoneration from a court, and offers speedy mitigation and relief from a suspension in cases that warrant consideration under a consistent application of program standards.  

This effort supports the County’s Equity and Social Justice (ESJ) strategic plan goal for Leadership, Operations and Services by ensuring that County operations, programs and services are pro-equity and reflect ESJ values. This is accomplished by ensuring that all persons who are affected by suspensions issued by Metro are provided with multiple channels to address the suspension, and that such capability to seek redress is speedy and can be accomplished without additional expense or resources by the suspended party.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. I urge you to adopt this important and necessary code change. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark L. Norton, Superintendent of Transit Security & Emergency Management, at 206-477-5916.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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