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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
AN ORDINANCE implementing revisions to Local Hazardous Waste Management fees paid by self-haulers at county solid waste transfer stations 

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0425 revises hazardous waste fees paid by operators of passenger vehicles who deliver solid waste to county transfer stations for disposal, consistent with the adoption of increases in Local Hazardous Waste Management Program fees by the Seattle-King County Board of Health.


BACKGROUND: In May, 2005, the King County Board of Health considered and approved an increase in the fees intended to support the Local Hazardous Waste Program.  The Local Hazardous Waste Program is a collaboration of local governments in King County, including the City of Seattle, suburban cities, and King County; its purpose is to protect and enhance public health and environmental quality by helping citizens, businesses, and government reduce the threat posed by the use, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste.  

Fees are assessed against solid waste collection services for both residential and commercial customers, against sewage treatment plant operators, and against transfer stations and landfills serving passenger licensed vehicles.  

Fee revenue is used to support the Local Hazardous Waste program, which addresses hazardous waste management in the following ways:

· Encouraging reduction in use of household hazardous materials; 
· Health risk reduction for children
· Household hazardous waste collection services
· Raising awareness of risks associated with household hazardous waste;
· Working with businesses to improve their management of hazardous wastes; 
· Promoting a sense of shared responsibility among business, government and the public.
The table below describes existing and adopted fees, which are scheduled to become effective in January, 2006.

Several of the fees are managed by wholesale service deliverers, such as wastewater services and solid waste collection services, which then charge their customers a fee level sufficient to account for these fee requirements.   However, for solid waste fees assessed against self-haulers, the Solid Waste Division manages the transfer stations at which the fees are collected.  A fee structure is established in the King County Code (KCC 10.12.021), which will need to be revised to correspond with the Board-adopted fee structure, in order for those fees to become effective.  

Proposed Ordinance 2005-0425 revises the fee structure for those persons delivering their waste to a transfer station.  It modifies fees as follows:  

	Fee Payer
	Current Fee Level
	Proposed Fee Level

	Basic Charge for Self-Haul Waste Disposal 

	Passenger Vehicle, Minimum Charge (for sites with or without scales)


	$13.72/Vehicle
	$13.62/Vehicle

	Charitable Organizations, Minimum Charge
	$10.58 per entry
	$10.48/entry

	Moderate Risk Waste Surcharge

	Self-Haulers—sites with scales
	$2.61/ton
	$3.50/ton

	Minimum charge, passenger cars
	$1.00
	$1.34

	Compacted Waste—sites without scales
	$.76/cubic yard
	$.77/cubic yard

	Minimum charge, passenger cars
	$1.00
	$1.34


The Division seeks to structure fees at transfer stations such that charges are in increments of $.25, as a means of minimizing the handling of change; in order to achieve this, a number of the fees not addressed by the Board of Health are modified downward to result in an overall charge per vehicle which, when taxes are included, is in $.25 increments.  

The Division indicates that these increased fees are expected to generate $299,577 in 2006.  

Public Outreach:  Self-Haulers  While the Executive has undertaken significant outreach to organized constituencies, it is not clear that, to date, the community of self-haulers is broadly aware of this proposed revision in fees.  An amendment has been prepared for Council consideration, which directs the Solid Waste Division to provide at least 30 days notice at transfer stations of fee increases approved through this legislation.  
Striking Amendment

A striking amendment has been prepared to correct a technical error in the transmitted legislation, which made an unintended change in the code.  
Per King County Code 4.04.075, a fiscal note outlining the fiscal impact of this legislation is required and is attached.

Reasonableness:  Based upon this analysis, passage of the striking amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2005-0425 constitutes a reasonable business decision.

Option 1:  Adopt Striking Amendment A, which makes the technical correction, and approve the amended ordinance.

Option 2:  Adopt Striking Amendment B, which makes the technical correction and requires the Solid Waste Division to provide at least 30 days notice at the transfer stations of the upcoming Local Hazardous Waste fee increase.
ATTACHMENTS:


1. Striking Amendment A to Proposed Ordinance 2005-0425
2. Striking Amendment B to Proposed Ordinance 2005-0425
3. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0425
4. Fiscal Note
5. Public Notice published in newspaper
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