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SUBJECT

A briefing on the 2020 Point-in-Time Count.

SUMMARY

This briefing will be on the 2020 Point-in-Time Count, locally called "Count Us In."  The Point-in-Time Count is required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development of all Continua of Care to collect data on the needs of people experiencing homelessness in the community.  AllHome, as the current Continuum of Care for this geography, developed the 2020 Point-in-Time Count with the help of the Point-in-Time Action Committee and Vega Nguyen Research.

In the 2020 Point-in-Time Count, the data show a 5% increase in individuals experiencing homelessness over 2019.

BACKGROUND 

Point in Time Count 

The Point in Time Count, known locally as "Count Us In," is intended to measure the extent of homelessness in the County.  The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires Continua of Care to report the number of sheltered and unsheltered individuals experiencing homelessness during the last 10 days of January.  

HUD permits each Continuum of Care to develop their own data collection system for reporting the homelessness count.  In King County, that includes:

· A count of unsheltered individuals;
· Data entered into the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS);
· Surveys from agencies that collect data points from sheltered individuals not using HMIS; and
· Surveys of sheltered and unsheltered individuals and families experiencing homelessness.


Continuum of Care

The Continuum of Care (CoC) Program within HUD is designed to "promote communitywide  commitment to the goal of ending homelessness; provide funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, and State and local governments to quickly rehouse homeless individuals and families while minimizing the trauma and dislocation caused to homeless individuals, families, and communities by homelessness; promote access to and effect utilization of mainstream programs by homeless individuals and families; and optimize self-sufficiency among individuals and families experiencing homelessness."[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/] 


Continuum of Care funds may be used for projects under the following categories: permanent housing; transitional housing; supportive services; HMIS; and homelessness prevention.  

All Home Seattle/King County currently serves as the geography's CoC.  With the creation of the King County Regional Homelessness Authority (Authority) in 2019, the Seattle/King County Continuum of Care is soliciting new members to serve as the CoC Board and Advisory Committee of the Authority.

The newly reorganized CoC Board/Advisory Committee will have two primary functions:
	1.  Apprise the Authority's Implementation Board on policy and technical issues 	on which it has made decisions, and forward for approval any committee 	recommendations that it identifies as sensitive or political in nature, or for which it 	does not have decision-making authority.
	2. It will function as the CoC Board for actions required under the HUD 	regulations at 24 CFR §578, including approval of committee recommendations 	that do not have appropriation/political components.

ANALYSIS

AllHome and the Continuum of Care submitted the 2020 Point-in-Time Count through "Count Us In: Seattle/King County Point-in-Time Count of Individuals Experiencing Homelessness, 2020."  The Point-in-Time Count was taken on January 24, 2020, where there were an estimated 11,751 individuals experiencing homelessness in King County.  This represents a 5% increase from the 2019 Point-in-Time Count.

Of the 11,751 individuals counted, 53% of them were sheltered and 47% were unsheltered.  This represents the same distribution as the 2019 Count.

From 2019 to 2020, the report shows an increase in the percentage homeless individuals living in vehicles and a decrease in the percentage in individuals outside/on the street.  The report notes that this may be due to the rainfall occurring the morning of the count.

The data show that people of color are disproportionately impacted by homelessness, namely Black/African Americans, American Indian/Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders.  As an example, in early 2020, Black/African Americans made up 7% of the population in King County but accounted for 25% of the homelessness population.

More detailed breakdowns of the demographics for those experiencing homelessness, whether sheltered or unsheltered, will be presented throughout the briefing.

INVITED

· Mark Ellerbrook, Division Director of the Housing, Homelessness and Community Development, Department of Community and Human Services
· Christina McHugh, Project/Program Manager, Department of Community and Human Services


ATTACHMENTS

1. Count Us In: Seattle/King County Point-in-Time Count of Individuals Experiencing Homelessness, 2020
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