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December 30, 1999

The Honorable Louise Miller

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Miller:

I am pleased to transmit for your review and consideration a motion authorizing the Executive to sign, on behalf of King County, the enclosed interlocal agreement (ILA) for the initial phase of the Miller/Salmon Creek Basin Plan.  This agreement and the work proposed are modeled on the highly successful Des Moines Creek Basin Plan, an effort facilitated by King County which also addresses urban surface water issues in a multi-jurisdictional setting. The primary purpose of the Miller Creek effort is to develop an interjurisdictional plan for managing Miller and Salmon Creeks in a manner that protects public health, safety and property, and maximizes their natural resource benefits while minimizing public costs. The Miller/Salmon Creek Basin Plan involves the cities of Burien, SeaTac and Normandy Park, the Port of Seattle, and King County.  The parties are known collectively as the Miller Creek Basin Committee. 

Throughout the process, Basin Committee members have maintained a strong interest in retaining local control over the basin planning process.  In response to this interest, the Committee wishes to proceed with the development of the basin plan under a series of interlocal agreements, each authorizing only the steps needed to move the effort forward to the next major decision point.  The enclosed agreement follows this strategy and would authorize only the preparation of the Conceptual Design Report, which would focus on identifying feasible alternatives for addressing both current and future water quality, erosion, habitat degradation, and flooding issues in the watershed. The agreement does not authorize detailed project engineering, permitting or construction activities for the recommended projects, nor does it commit the County or the other Parties to funding full project design or construction.  Approval of specific projects, and agreements on funding and operation of the projects would be accomplished through separate agreements in the future.

The Basin Plan will identify both current and future conditions in the watershed and will address fish habitat, drainage, flooding, erosion, sedimentation, and water quality problems throughout the basin.  Actions recommended by the Committee will be designed to reduce impacts being generated by previous development within the two basins, protect and improve the existing resources within the stream systems, and ensure compliance with federal Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act requirements. 

The total cost of the work identified in this agreement is $378,340, of which King County is responsible for 25 percent.  The County's share is included in the budget for the Central Puget Sound Watershed Team, in the Water and Land Resources Division, (WLRD).  The agreement calls for the County to do hydrologic modeling, ecological investigations, problem investigations and characterizations, limited design investigations, project management, and facilitation for the Committee.

Thank you for your consideration of this agreement.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call David Masters, Central Puget Sound Watershed Coordinator, at 296-1982.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers


    ATTN:
John Chelminiak, Chief of Staff




Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




Keith Oratz, Council Staff




Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Merlin MacReynold, Public Works Director, City of Normandy Park 


Steve Clark, Public Works Director, City of Burien


Don Monaghan, Assistant Public Works Director, City of SeaTac


Tom Hubbard, Program Manager, Stormwater, Port of Seattle


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources, (DNR)


Nancy Hansen, Manager, Water and Land Resources Division, (WLRD), DNR


David Masters, Watershed Coordinator, Central Puget Sound Team, WLRD, DNR


Hilary Culverwell, Program Analyst, Central Puget Sound Watershed Team, WLRD, 

                DNR
