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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	6
	DATE:
	February 21, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0078
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:
Proposed Motion 2002-0078 approves the Landmark Rehabilitation Program 

Guidelines.
BACKGROUND:


In 1995, the Council appropriated $500,000 for landmark stabilization grants as part of a $10.5 million bond initiative known as the Arts and Natural Resources Initiative (ANRI)
. Public, non-profit and private owners of landmarks within King County were eligible to receive funding.  Between 1995 and 1998, the Council approved over 30 projects and awarded all the ANRI funding allocated for landmark stabilization grants. Currently, there is no annual funding program for landmark stabilization and rehabilitation.
In 2002, the Landmarks and Heritage Commission is recommending the establishment of a permanently funded program to assist landmark owners preserve their historic buildings.  The Landmarks Rehabilitation Program will be funded through the Cultural Development Fund, a special revenue fund generated by hotel-motel tax revenues and designated for cultural purposes.  

Approximately $67,000 will be allocated annually to the Landmark Rehabilitation Program.
Pursuant to county code, three cultural programs are funded annually by the Cultural Development Fund and are defined as follows: 


1) 
Cultural Facilities – to purchase, design, build, improve and/or renovate cultural facilities 


or to purchase fixed assets;


2) 
Cultural Education – to provide grants to arts and heritage organizations, artists and 



heritage specialists to produce cultural education programs in public schools; and

3) 
Special Projects – to expand the role of local cultural organizations and fund innovative 



arts projects, heritage endeavors and collaborative programs.
SUMMARY:

The Landmarks Rehabilitation Program is proposed as a new component of the Special Projects Program. Pursuant to county code, individuals, community groups and arts and heritage organizations are eligible to receive Special Projects Program funding. Funding shall be used to:

•
Produce special projects and programs that highlight the region’s cultural resources.


•
Assist in providing and bringing touring programs and exhibits on the regional and national 

level to King County.


•
Improve cultural opportunities and audience development that promote the cultural 



diversity and multi-cultural heritage of the region.


•
Encourage and provide an exchange of services and technical assistance between larger and 

smaller organizations, individual artists and heritage professionals.


•
Address the needs of mid and smaller sized organizations and/or individual artists and 


heritage professionals.


•
Provide opportunities for independent artists to produce new works.


•
Develop heritage projects that make a significant contribution to the preservation, 



conservation, or 
interpretation of the historical and archaeological resources of King 


County.

County code requires Council adoption of program guidelines and procedures for applying for grants, including eligibility criteria and the scope of the program.  Council adoption of Proposed Motion 2002-0078 approves the guidelines for the Landmark Rehabilitation Program. 
The program will be administered annually by the Office of Cultural Resources (OCR). County code also requires Council approval of project proposals in this program.  The Executive will transmit a motion to the Council to approve the project recommendations and funding allocations   after the guidelines are adopted and OCR staff and the Landmarks and Heritage Commission have reviewed the applications. The guidelines include a provision for the Landmarks and Heritage Commission to consider emergency applications that may be submitted during the year, outside the normal grant cycle.  An emergency is defined as an imminent threat of deterioration or destruction of a landmark and/or a threat to safety of the occupants.
SUMMARY:  Landmark Rehabilitation Program GUIDELINES:

Eligibility: Applicant must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

· Owner of a designated King County Landmark in unincorporated King County; or

· Owner of a designated landmark within a city with an interlocal agreement for landmark preservation services

Evaluation Criteria: The Landmarks and Heritage Commission will consider the following:
· Extent to which project facilitates long-term preservation and on-going use

· Extent to which all repair and rehabilitation work follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

· The extent the project restores the landmark’s significant historic features

· The financial capability of the applicant to complete the project

· Credible project cost estimate 

· Readiness of applicant to complete proposed work

· Ability of applicant to maintain improved property

· Projects eligible for funding from other county programs will be given lower priority.

Eligible Costs:

· Construction-related design, architectural and engineering expenses

· Building permits and fees

· Labor and materials

· Landscaping (if the landscaping is a designated feature of significance.
Application Process:

· OCR staff reviews the applications for eligibility
· Landmarks and Heritage Commission reviews the applications and recommends projects and funding allocations to the Executive and Council
· Grant recipients must obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness from OCR or the Landmarks and Heritage Commission once the project design is complete.  A Certificate of Appropriateness is required by county ordinance to demolish, move or make alterations to any significant feature of a landmark.  


· After Council approval of the project recommendations and issuance of COA, OCR staff prepare a contract that includes project scope, evaluation and payment of funds.
The guidelines also contain legal and contractual requirements relating to acknowledgment signage to be posted during construction, public benefit and maintenance requirements. 

ATTENDING:


Jim Kelly, Manager, Office of Cultural Resources

Julie Koler, Landmark Preservation Officer, Office of Cultural Resources

Charles Payton, Community Museum Advisor, Office of Cultural Resources

ATTACHMENTS:


1.  Proposed Motion 2002-0078 with attachments
2.  Transmittal letter dated February 11, 2002

� The ANRI was funded by a bond sale and is being repaid by the current expense fund.  The $10.5 million bond provided $6 million for agriculture and forestry programs and $4.5 million for arts and heritage programs.
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