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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7 and 8
	Name:
	Jeff Muhm, Andrew Kim

	Proposed No.:
	2018-0419
2018-0420
	Date:
	September 5, 2018



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0419 would set February 12, 2019 as the date for an advisory measure special election on the question of whether King County should transfer lodging tax revenues to the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District.

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0420 would set February 12, 2019 as the date for an advisory measure special election on the question of the amount, if any, of lodging tax revenues King County should transfer to the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District.

SUMMARY 

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0419 would set February 12, 2019 as the date for an advisory measure special election on the question of whether King County should transfer lodging tax revenues to the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District (PFD).

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0420 would set February 12, 2019 as the date for an advisory measure special election on the question of the amount, if any, of lodging tax revenues King County should transfer to the PFD. The measure would have voters choose one option from three choices to advise on the amount of lodging tax revenue to be transferred to the PFD. The choices include:

a. $0;
b. $25 million; and
c. $185 million to $250 million.




RCW 29A.04 authorizes counties to put “measures” before voters during general, primary or special elections. State law defines “measure” as “a proposition or question submitted to the voters”.[footnoteRef:1] State law allows special elections to be held on: [1:  RCW 29A.04.210.] 

· the second Tuesday in February;
· the fourth Tuesday in April;
· the day of the primary election (first Tuesday in August); or
· the day of the general election (the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November).

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0419 and Proposed Ordinance 2018-0420 would put the questions before the voters on the second Tuesday in February. The King County Department of Elections estimates a total cost range of $2.5 million to $2.8 million for a countywide special election in February 2019.

In order for either measure to be placed on the February 2019 ballot, the Department of Elections would need to receive an effective ordinance no later than December 14, 2018. The last regular council meeting for the council to act on either of the proposed ordinances to meet the timeline, without declaring an emergency, is December 3, 2018. The council could declare an emergency and act on the proposed ordinances on a special council meeting on December 14, 2018. An emergency declaration requires six affirmative votes of the council. Attachment 3 to this staff report includes a memo from the council clerk providing the deadlines for all 2019 elections.

The most recent example of the council putting an advisory measure before the voters occurred in 2004. The council adopted Ordinances 14994[footnoteRef:2] and 14995[footnoteRef:3] to place before voters two questions, on the November 2, 2004 elections. Ordinance 14994 asked voters to pick a preferred method for funding transportation improvements from a list of five tax sources and Ordinance 14995 asked whether a locally funded transportation plan should be put before voters for approval in a 2005 ballot. [2:  Enacted September 7, 2004.]  [3:  Enacted September 7, 2004.] 


AMENDMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Counsel’s legal counsel and staff is currently evaluating consolidating the two ballot questions into a single ballot question. This effort is on-going.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0419
2. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0420
3. Memo from Council Clerk to All Councilmembers and Council Staff RE: Deadlines for Adoption of Ballot Measures in 2019, dated May 10, 2018
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