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ATTACHMENT 2

March 30, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
I am pleased to transmit the first King County Department of Public Defense Report on the American Bar Association (ABA) 10 Principles for Public Defense. This report is transmitted pursuant to KCC 2.60.026, which requires the public defender to ensure:
“…that the American Bar Association Ten Principles for a Public Defense Delivery System, as approved by the American Bar Association House of Delegates in February of 2002, guide the management of the department and development of department standards for legal defense representation, and filing with the clerk of the council by April 1 of each year a report on the results of the county public defender's efforts in that regard;”

The ABA principles were created as a practical guide for public officials, policymakers and others charged with creating new public defense delivery systems or improving existing ones. They constitute the fundamental criteria necessary to ensure a system provides effective, efficient, high-quality, ethical, conflict-free legal representation for defendants unable to afford an attorney. The department is building on a solid foundation of quality public defense in King County – a foundation established by the nonprofit firms that for years provided legal services to indigent clients and by the County’s long-standing commitment to quality public defense. The report strives to provide the current status of the department through the lense of the ABA’s ten principles and begins to identify the steps the Public Defender recommends the department take to continue to ensure its clients are receiving the effective, constitutionally mandated legal representation envisioned when the ABA developed these important principles. A work group is developing recommendations for the public defense budget and will present their report in the next few weeks.  This report may supplement and inform some of the recommendations in the Public Defender’s report.
The enclosed report supports the Justice and Safety Goal of the King County Strategic Plan to “Support safe communities and accessible justice systems for all,” and specifically Strategy 2.a: “Ensure the availability of public defenders for those who need them.” The proposal also supports the Quality Workforce goals of the Strategic Plan. It is estimated that this report required 46 staff hours to produce, costing $2,238. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lorinda Youngcourt, County Public Defender, Department of Public Defense, at 206-263-2153.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Lorinda Youngcourt, Public Defender, Department of Public Defense
