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Council Ordinance 18617 established a six-month moratorium on establishment of commercial salmon net pen aquaculture facilities that contain salmon species not indigenous to Puget Sound in King County shorelines jurisdiction.  That ordinance also called for a work plan to address the issues and circumstances for the moratorium, as required by Chapter 95.58.590 RCW, within sixty days of the November 28, 2017 effective date of the ordinance.  This document is the required work plan.
King County will address the moratorium work plan in conjunction with the upcoming Periodic Review of its Shoreline Management Program (SMP).  As outlined in Chapter 90.58.080 RCW, this periodic review is required every eight years and King County’s review is due to the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) on or before June 30, 2019.  Ecology’s requirements for this review are to ensure the County’s SMP complies with applicable law and guidelines currently in effect, and to ensure consistency of the SMP with King County’s Comprehensive Plan as well as other local regulations and requirements.  In addition, King County may choose to make any other appropriate changes to the SMP, as long as they are approved by Ecology in accordance with state law.  The planned SMP review process thus provides a logical framework for a work plan to address the issues and risks that are the basis for the commercial nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture facilities moratorium.
King County’s periodic review of its SMP will occur between January 2018 and June 2019.  The SMP review will be led by the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER), with assistance from the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP).  
Chapter 95.58.080 RCW allows for the extension of the moratorium established by Council Ordinance 18617 for up to two additional six-month periods.  The requirements for the extensions are similar to the initial moratorium, and King County intends to request these extensions.  If approved by the Council, these extensions would allow for alignment of the technical, policy and public review process for reviewing policies and standards related to nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture with the broader periodic review of King County’s SMP required by June 30, 2019 without a lapse in the moratorium. The proposed SMP update is due approximately eighteen months after the moratorium was established.  
Beginning in January 2018, DNRP and DPER will gather information regarding issues and concerns relating to commercial nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture facilities.  The study will evaluate policy and regulatory changes that are needed to eliminate the risk of nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture to King County shoreline resources, native salmon and treaty rights.  This study at a minimum will include, but is not limited to, a review of:
· The ecological effects of commercial nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture facilities construction and operations, including the impacts of such facilities themselves on shorelines and ecological functions, such as water quality impacts from waste from these facilities.
· The potential ecological effects and other risks of escaped non-native fish to native species, such as the spread of disease.  
· The economic impacts on other water dependent uses such as freighter navigation, fishing, tourism and other water activities.  
· A survey of shorelines under King County’s jurisdiction for physical and environmental constraints to commercial nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture.
· Any additional information gathered by Tribes, state agencies, other local governments, research institutions and other parties.
· Consultation with Tribes regarding the impacts of commercial nonnative salmon net pen aquaculture facilities on treaty rights.
· Public input, including that obtained through the public hearing scheduled January 8, 2018 and any subsequent hearings. 
The study will also reflect any update guidance from the Ecology regarding criteria by which to evaluate commercial nonnative salmon net pens, which may be different from past guidance in light of new information and the August 2017 net pen failure in North Puget Sound. This study will also be informed by any new laws or policies related to net pen aquaculture that may be adopted during the 2018 legislative session.   
The study is expected to conclude in October 2018.  Information from the study will inform recommendations for any amendments to policies and codes necessary to protect sensitive shoreline resources, native salmon runs and treaty rights from risks from commercial nonnative salmon net pen facilities.
Between October 2018 and January 2019 any recommended amendments to King County’s SMP policies or implementing code will be drafted, using the study findings and any other pertinent information.  DPER will lead this effort, and will integrate any other recommended amendments to King County’s SMP associated with the periodic review that may be appropriate.  During this period, the work plan calls for outreach to external parties, and the incorporation of external party input into any recommended SMP policy or code amendments made as part of the Periodic Update.   
The Executive will transmit draft SMP amendments, including any recommended changes affecting commercial nonnative salmon net pens, to the King County Council by approximately February 2019.  Executive staff will work with the Council staff to coordinate the public review process with Ecology prior to and during the Council review process.  Following Council action, the SMP amendments will be submitted to Ecology on or before the due date of June 30, 2019.    Executive staff will coordinate with Council staff on process and schedule for final Ecology review. 
Per Chapter 90.58.080 RCW, Ecology will review King County’s proposed amendments for consistency with state law prior to adoption.  Chapter 90.58.590 RCW allows for the continuation of the moratorium until Ecology acts, unless it takes longer than six months to approve the submittal.  
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