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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]9
	Name:
	Katherine Cortes

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0527
	Date:
	December 8, 2015



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0527 would request the development of a written plan, including expected costs, for expanding the number of ballot drop-off locations in King County.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2015-0527 would request that the Director of Elections develop and transmit by April 30, 2016 a written plan for expanding the number of ballot drop-off locations in King County to ensure geographic equity and convenience for voters.

The King County Council passed Motion 12820 in July 2008 approving a plan for three regional voting centers and thirty-nine ballot drop boxes. For the November 2015 general election, King County Elections implemented twenty-five ballot drop-off locations, including twelve temporary mobile van locations with limited hours. 

Elections has reviewed the proposed motion and raised no specific concerns. The Department’s Director-Elect asserts that the Department should be able to provide the information requested.

BACKGROUND 

In 2008, as part of the transition to all-mail elections, the Council approved a plan for regional/accessible voting centers[footnoteRef:1] and ballot drop boxes (Motion 12820) as a way to provide alternatives for voters to mailing in a ballot. three regional voting centers and 39 ballot drop boxes. Regional voting centers were to be located in: [1:  Legislation adopted by the Council prior to the implementation of elections by mail refers to “regional voting centers.”  However, Elections now refers to these centers as “accessible voting centers” or “AVCs,” so the terms regional voting centers and accessible voting centers will be used interchangeably throughout this report. These voting centers are regulated by RCW 29A.40.160.] 


· Elections headquarters in Renton (20-day);
· Union Station in downtown Seattle (four-day); and
· Bellevue City Hall (four-day).

Ballot drop boxes were to be located at 32 local libraries outside Seattle, [footnoteRef:2] as well as at six City of Seattle Neighborhood Service Centers[footnoteRef:3] and the King County Administration Building in downtown Seattle. Drop box locations were not to be changed without prior approval of the Council by motion, except in emergency situations, such as if a drop box host determined it could no longer have the drop box on its property. [2:  Non-Seattle drop box locations approved by Motion 12820 were: Algona Pacific Library, Auburn Library, Black Diamond Library, Boulevard Park Library, Carnation Library, Covington Library, Des Moines Library, Duvall Library, Fairwood Library, Fall City Library, Federal Way 320th Library, Burien Library, Maple Valley Library, Bothell Library, Kingsgate Library, Lake Forest Park Library, Library Connection @ Crossroads Bellevue, Mercer Island Library, Muckleshoot Library, Newport Way Library, North Bend Library, Richmond Beach Library, Sammamish Library, Skykomish Library, Skyway Library, Valley View Library, White Center Library, Woodinville Library, Woodmont Library, Enumclaw Library, City of Kent library location TBD, City of Tukwila library location TBD..]  [3:  Seattle Neighborhood Service Center drop box locations approved by Motion 12820 were: North/Lake City, Delridge/West Seattle, Central, Ballard, Southeast, Northeast/University District. Ordinance 16216 authorized the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the City of Seattle for the placement of these drop boxes and payment to the City of Seattle for their operations.] 


Since that time, the number and location of ballot drop-off locations has fluctuated due to budget and logistical issues, and in some cases Elections has provided a staffed van rather than a drop box during the days leading up to an election.

For the November 2015 general election, King County Elections implemented twenty-five ballot drop-off locations, including twelve temporary mobile van locations with limited hours. The complete list of these locations was included as a component of the voter pamphlet mailed to households with registered voters; this list is provided as Attachment 2 to this staff report.

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion would request that the Director of Elections develop and transmit to the Council by April 30, 2016 a plan to improve access to and convenience of ballot drop-off locations throughout King County. 

This plan would include a proposed number and locations for additional drop-off locations, estimated costs, and an implementation timeline. The proposal for expansion should seek to ensure geographic equity and convenience for voters, including by analyzing potential use of all public library locations in King County.

The plan would include an option for implementation of the additional drop-off locations for the November 2016 general election.

According to the “Election Connection” email publication from King County Elections dated December 3, 2015, the November general election “saw heavy use of the drop box and drop-off vans with 25 percent of the total ballots returned to one of these locations. Typically, the percentage is 16 to 20 (depending on the type of election). For this election ... (t)he number of ballots returned to a drop box or van on Election Day was 60 percent higher than anticipated.”

Elections has reviewed the proposed motion and raised no specific concerns. Further, in reviewing the proposed motion, Elections Director-Elect Julie Wise stated: “Additional ballot drop boxes was one of the priorities of my campaign and remains a top priority for this office… we can certainly provide information and specifics about ballot drop off locations (potential partnerships, budget implications and timelines) and would ask all councilmembers how they would like to assist us in locating additional drop boxes.” 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0527
2. Ballot Drop-Off Locations ballot insert, November 2015 General Election 

INVITED

1. Julie Wise, Deputy Director and Director-Elect, Department of Elections
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