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SUBJECT

A Proposed Ordinance replacing the transit advisory and accessible services advisory committees with the transit advisory commission.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0557 would amend K.C.C. 28.94.140, which defines the transit public involvement model.   The Proposed Ordinance would combine the Transit Advisory Committee (“TAC”) and the Accessible Services Advisory Committee (“ASAC”) into a new Transit Advisory Commission, define the duties of the new commission, establish criteria for membership, and authorize the commission to establish subcommittees.  Proposed Ordinance 2010-0557 would also recodify this section of code in K.C.C. Title 2.
BACKGROUND
Transit Advisory Committee

The TAC helps the Transit Division improve transit services and programs by advising the Transit Division, the King County Executive, the Metropolitan King County Council, local jurisdictions, and subarea transportation forums on transit issues and policies.

Under K.C.C. 28.94.140(C), the TAC’s role is to:

· Provide advice on issues essential to transit service in King County;

· Function as a sounding board
 for updates of the King County Six-Year Transit Development Plan;
· Serve as a resource for inter-jurisdictional transit promotion and coordination; and 

· Designate one member to serve on each sounding board.

The TAC is made up of 15 King County residents who are transit riders and others who are concerned about transit service in the County.  TAC members are appointed by the Executive and approved by the Council.  Appointments are for two years.
Accessible Services Advisory Committee
KCC 28.94.140(B) calls for a transit public involvement model that includes the ASAC. The ASAC is comprised of up to 15 members who are elderly, have disabilities, or are advocates for the elderly and persons with disabilities.  ASAC’s purpose is to empower these communities to obtain equality of opportunity and maximum independence in using public transit.  ASAC membership is intended to reflect King County’s geographic distribution and ethnic diversity.  Members are appointed by the Executive and approved by the Council for two-year terms.  
The ASAC has two main roles:

· To monitor, oversee, evaluate and improve transportation services for members of the disabled and elderly communities, and 

· To advise the Transit Division, the Executive, the Council, local jurisdictions, subarea transportation forums and the TAC about service to members of these communities. 

Of note, TAC members Ed Miller and Carla Saulter and ASAC member Jane Kuechle served on the Regional Transit Task Force.   

Both committees meet monthly.  During 2010, they began the process of meeting jointly.  Members of the TAC and ASAC support a merger of the two committees.  If the merger takes place, the current members would serve on the new commission.  As members complete their service, they would rotate off until the total membership of the merged committee reaches the target membership number of 18.

ANALYSIS

The Council values the advice and participation of the TAC and ASAC members.  Merging the two committees, as the committee members recommend, is not expected to have any negative impact on the input provided to the Council.  The merger will use Transit Division staff support more efficiently.  Accordingly, it would be reasonable for the Council to approve the merger.
AMENDMENTS

A striking amendment will be provided at the Committee meeting, which clarifies the wording and incorporates recommendations of the Code Reviser.  The striking amendment:
1. Revises Section 2 A (amending K.C.C. 28.94.140(A) to clarify the role of the sounding boards;

2. Revises Section 2 B (amending K.C.C. 28.94.140(C) to clarify the TAC’s authority and how it will begin as a merger of the TAC and ASAC membership and then transition to an 18-member body.  For the nine members who represent the needs of elderly persons and persons with disabilities, language is added to clarify that geographic diversity is one of the factors that the Transit Division should use when recruiting new members.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0557
2. Executive’s transmittal letter

� Sounding boards are groups convened for a limited time to provide community input on a specific topic, such as a transit service change.  K.C.C. 28.94.140(A) authorizes and defines the role of sounding boards and would also be amended by Proposed Ordinance 2010-0557.
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